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Roadrunners to field nine teams in 2013

by Justin Campbell
staff writer

Last fall, Dalton State was
looking for an athletic director.

Next fall, Dalton State will field
nine teams in six sports, with three
teams in two further sports soon to
follow.

If it sounds to you like DSC’s
new Athletic Department is mov-
ing fast, you’re not the only one
to think so. The new AD himself
would agree.

“Ideally,” said Derek Waugh,
“we would like to have all coaches
in place eight to 10 months before
their initial seasons, but financially
we have had to tread more slowly
than I would like so we can stay
fiscally responsible.”

Those coaches will therefore
“be behind the eight-ball at the
beginning, but we plan on getting
good quick, and I believe we have
the personnel to do it,” Waugh
said.

The first of those coaches hired

was men’s basketball coach Tony
Ingle, who has spent most of his
first semester at Dalton State on the
road scouting prospects.

Ingle’s first recruit—and the first
of the resurrected DSC Roadrun-
ners—is Ladaris
Green, a 6’ 10”
utility  player
who played two
years for Ingle
at Kennesaw
State Universi-
ty.

Waugh de-
scribes  Green
as “a high-level
player with a proven track record at
the Division-I level.”

After further recruiting and
open tryouts next spring and fall,
the team will take to the court
at the Northwest Georgia Trade
and Convention Center for prac-
tice and games.

Waugh’s next hire was Robyn
Newell, coach of the competitive

cheer team. Newell brings to DSC
more than a decade of experience
coaching and teaching competi-
tive cheer and gymnastics.

DSC junior Austin Culp, who
has what Waugh called “a world-
class  back-
ground in
tumbling and
gymnastics,”
will serve
as  assistant
coach.

Waugh said
that competi-
tive cheer was
not among
the first sports he thought about
bringing to campus, but its sta-
tus as “one of the fastest-grow-
ing sports in Georgia and the na-
tion” changed his mind.

“It's a great
driver,” he said.

He explained that members of
the team, both men and women,
will act as “traditional cheerlead-

enthusiasm

2

ers” at basketball games but will
also compete as a team in meets
generally held in the spring.

Newell has received more than
100 inquiries about the team from
current and prospective students.
She and Culp hosted a clinic Dec. 7-8
atthe team’s new home, the Creative
Arts Guild’s new gymnastics facil-
ity on Cleveland Highway.

On-campus tryouts will follow
in the spring, and Newell will recruit
on campus, locally, and throughout
the Southeast.

Next hired was Michel Bates,
director of men’s and women’s ten-
nis. Bates was a state champion at
Dalton High, an All-SEC player at
Auburn University, a pro on the U.S.
Tennis Association satellite circuit,
and former head of Dalton Parks and
Recreation’s tennis program.

Bates will be assisted by Zack
Rogers, a decorated player at Dalton
High with what Waugh described as

(see Roadrunners, page 3)
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Representatives from the State of Georgia, the University System of Georgia, Dalton State College, Whitfield County, the City of Dalton, Lord|
Aeck & Sargeant Architecture, and New South Construction take shelter from the rain as they break ground on Dalton State’s new science|
building Nov. 12. Construction on the $15 million, 60,000-square-foot building is scheduled to take 13 months.
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Mississippi ghosts haunt DSC stage

by Josh Bates
staff writer

Walking into Goodroe Auditorium Nov. 15-
17 was like leaving the woods and mountains of
northwest Georgia for the fields and plantations
of the Mississippi Delta.

The stage featured the Fleuve de Nuit man-
sion and the grounds surrounding it, the princi-
pal setting of Muscadine Wine, Dalton State’s
second mainstage theater production.

The play was written by Dr. Nancy Mason,
assistant professor of Spanish, and directed by
Jackie Daniels, assistant professor of communi-
cation and theater arts.

DSC students designed and built the sets and
props, designed and sewed the costumes, and
filled nearly 20 onstage roles.

The complex plot centered on four genera-
tions of the Dowis family, owners of the Fleuve
de Nuit.

The earliest generation was that of Confed-
erate officer Dagger Dowis (played by fresh-
man Sean Self), who during the Civil War grew
muscadine grapes and served wine to soldiers as
they rested from battle and travel.

As the play begins, Mariah has opened the
Fleuve de Nuit to tourists for a ghost walk in
honor of the 150" anniversary of the Civil War
and to raise funds to restore the old home.

During the ghost walk, the history of the fam-
ily is revealed: how Mariah came to know her
late husband Blake (sophomore Wes Whiddon),
what happened to their son Clayton (freshman
Brandon Kountz) and his wife Jennie (freshman
Amanda Voyles), and how these incidents from
the past have impacted the current generation,
including Mariah’s granddaughter Darcy (fresh-
man Kristi Byrd) and her husband Tad Mont-
gomery (sophomore Scott Reese), who hatches
a murder plot against Mariah.

The audience gets to see Mariah as a young
woman (junior Diana Rodriguez) and as an old-
er woman (freshman Kayla Brogdon). In addi-
tion, the audience meets Dagger’s wife Emma
(freshman Nikki Byrd), a Confederate spy dur-
ing the Battle of Vicksburg.

Comic relief comes by way of Uncle Bucky,
current caretaker of the run-down mansion,
played by freshman David Moss.

We can try to run from the past, the play im-
plies, but it will always be a part of who we are,
so we need to embrace it to accept the future.

Mason said that, even as complex as the play
was, a “few minor parts had to be omitted due to
the constriction of the small stage.”

Daniels and the cast “more than made up
for this with many suggestions to alter and en-
hance the script,” however. Mason praised the
director’s“patience and persistence in leading
the student actors to an excellent performance.”

Daniels had praise for Mason as well. “Work-
ing with the playwright in attendance is such a
rewarding experience,” Daniels said.

“Dr. Mason was our guru. She had all the an-
swers, and was always in attendance at rehears-
al, even pitching in for set work.”

Kountz and Moss not only acted in Musca-
dine Wine but helped build sets as part of Dan-
iels’s THEA 2100 class. Both said they enjoyed

(see Muscadine Wine, page 3)

staff photos by Stephanie Dillard

Above, the ghost of Dagger Dowis confronts Mariah Billingsley. Below, Tad Montgomery and
his wife Darcy plot to take control of the Fleuve de Nuit.
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ROADKILL

Why is it always either 60 degrees or
90 degrees in classrooms in Liberal
Arts? Can’t somebody in Plant Opera-
tions keep me from shivering one day
and sweating the next?

Professors: if it wasn’t in your lec-
ture and it wasn’t in the homework, it
shouldn’t be on the exam.

I can’t decide whether people’s failure
to flush campus toilets is concern for
the environment or the result of bad
parenting.

When did senioritis become so com-
mon among freshmen?

“I stop listening when the professor
starts rambling about stuff I don’t
care about.” And you wonder why
you’re failing.

A simple sign in the library encourag-
ing headphone use would save the rest
of us a world of distraction.

I don’t miss the so-called speed Ever-
ests, but I’m not sure the speed anthills
do the trick.

SAC should reserve the biggest screen
on campus and host a BCS National
Championship viewing at 8:30 p.m.
Jan. 7.

Professors, the drop date is for stu-
dents. Its passage does not imply that
you can abandon your obligations to
teach the classes we’ve signed up for.

Professors, we don’t care about your
cats.

Students, please refrain from clipping
your nails in class. Besides the health
hazards caused when the -clipped
shards go sailing through the air, it’s
distracting to hear that intermittent

clipping.

Please refrain from crying uncontrol-
lably and/or having a mental break-
down in the middle of class. It makes
things awkward for the rest of us.

Don’t ask me to follow you on Twit-
ter. Just the fact that you’re on Twitter
makes me wonder why I’m talking to
you in the first place.

Campus computers are so slow. Sign-
ing on and signing off takes forever!

Roadrunners

(continued from page 1)

an “extensive” background in playing and coach-
ing college tennis.

The program will be based at Dalton’s Lake-
shore Park.

The coach most recently hired is Bruna Lang-
ner, soon to leave her current role as an assistant
volleyball coach at Lee University in Cleveland,
Tenn., to lead Roadrunner Volleyball.

Langner is a four-time NAIA All-American
and regional Player ofthe Year who played on four
straight NAIA national tournament teams.

Their season will begin fall 2013 in the reno-
vated Bandy Gym.

Waugh has yet to hire a golf coach, but men’s
and women’s teams will perhaps play a fall
schedule and will definitely play a spring sched-
ule.

He said that the golf program was not pro-
jected to start until 2014, but with the help of
Dalton entrepreneur Bob Shaw, the Roadrun-
ners will hit the links a year earlier.

“Our partnership with Mr. Shaw is to-
tally making this a go from a facility and fi-
nancial standpoint,” Waugh said.

Shaw’s golf club, The Farm, located in Rocky
Face, will become the teams’ home course.

Waugh described The Farm as “one of
the finest courses in the country,” and with it,
DSC can quickly become ‘“championship-cal-
iber,” as they will be playing on a “champi-
onship-caliber” course.

Next, Waugh said, are men’s and wom-
en’s cross country teams, and women’s bas-
ketball is slated to begin in 2014-2015, as-
suming the finances are in place.

Muscadine Wine
(continued from page 2)

working with the production team and their
castmates.

Kountz, who also played a large role in last
semester’s production of The Arabian Nights,
says that Muscadine Wine was “a much more
difficult but much more rewarding process.”

A biology major, he says he is now thinking
about becoming a humanities major after his ex-
periences in theater.

Moss, a communications major, said his in-
volvement had a special resonance as he is orig-
inally from Port Gibson, Mississippi.

Other actors included senior Josh Beard as
Deputy Wilber, freshmen Lakota Griffis and
Alyssa Stromley as the Dixie Darlings, and
sophomore Josh Boling and freshman Karina

Waugh has been busy, obviously, and has
accomplished a great deal, especially consid-
ering the fact that he’s been at DSC less than
a year. He was quick to defer credit to others,
though.

“We couldn’t have done it
the support of the community,” he said.

“We would not be even close to having made
the progress we have without the support of the
community, including the John Willis Mashburn
Foundation, Mayor David Pennington, Steve
Card, Bob Shaw, the Creative Arts Guild, and
other major players in the community.

“So many people have been such a help that
I feel bad leaving anyone out by naming indi-
viduals, but these people and entities have re-
ally been a blessing in terms of facilities.”

Waugh also gives much of the credit to stu-
dents, without whose increased fees the athletic
program could not progress so quickly.

“Our student body has played a major part
in pushing our endeavor forward,” Waugh said,
“and I’m grateful for it.”

Overall, he said, “I really have enjoyed work-
ing with people who have a vision and think ath-
letics at Dalton State can be an integral part of
that.

“Our model encompasses all the great
things athletics can bring to a campus, but it
is also a business model to raise the level, pro-
file, and enrollment for this deserving institu-
tion and amazing area.

“I believe the institution could be on the
verge of something special, and we want to lead
the way in athletics.”

without

Paniagua Molina as tourists.

Mississippi  songwriter Melvin McFatter
contributed three original compositions inspired
by the story, one of which was sung in unison by
the cast at the start of the play.

Costumes were constructed by Daniels,
Voyles, Library Assistant Laurie Raper, and
Lecturer in English Janice Bolding, while Pro-
fessor of English Wes Davis and Dalton attor-
ney Robert Jenkins generously offered the use
of Confederate reenactment uniforms. Library
Associate Rodney Bailey aided the production
with his photography.

If interested in future productions at DSC,
sign up for THEA 2100 (CRN 23282) or e-mail
Jackie Daniels at jldaniels@daltonstate.edu.

5
THE ROA

Paul J. Barry -- editor-in-chief
Takeshia Arp -- photographer
Josh Bates -- staff writer

Chris Burket -- staff writer

Justin Campbell -- staff writer
Stephanie Dillard -- photographer
Geoffrey Edwards -- staff writer
Courtney Harris -- staff writer
Allison Lambert -- staff writer
Dr. Keith Perry -- faculty advisor

DRUNNER

Interested in writing a guest column?
Have an opinion you’d like to express
in a letter to the editor or an entry in
ROADKILL? E-mail us at roadrun-
nernews@daltonstate.edu.

Interested in becoming a staff writer
or photographer? E-mail Dr. Keith
Perry at Kkperry@daltonstate.edu or
sign up for ENGL 1111, Student News-
paper Practicum (CRN 23113).
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