
  Friday, December 3	 Fall faculty meeting • 12:30 p.m. • Goodroe Auditorium

			   Dr. Brent Cjeda, Executive Director of the National Council of 
			   Instructional Administrators at the University of Nebraska, 
			   will speak on learning support and how to reach high risk students.	
			   1:30 pm following the faculty meeting • Goodroe Auditorium

			   Retirement Reception for Dr. John Hutcheson
			   1:15 pm  • Pope Student Center • Eddie Miller Room

  Wednesday, December 8	 Dr. and Mrs. John Schwenn cordially invite you to a 
			   Very Beary Holiday Lunch for Faculty and Staff
			   Drop-in for a light lunch between 11:30 am and 1 pm
			   The James E. Brown Center • Room 105

			   In conjunction with the Holiday Lunch, teddy bears are being collected
			   for distribution to local entities who serve children in crisis situations. If
          Don’t forget us!	 you want to participate, take an unwrapped teddy bear to the President’s 
         			   Office by Monday, December 6, or bring a teddy bear to the lunch.

  Thursday, December 16	 2010 Fall Commencement
			   7:00 pm • Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center
			   (Details will be sent out via email.)

  Friday, December 17	 Retirement Reception for Ms. Mary Hood
			   Drop-in: 3:00 – 5:00 pm • Pope Student Center • Eddie Miller Room 

  December 22 and 23	 College closed (Mandatory leave)
  December 24 through 30	 Winter Holidays (College closed)
  December 31		  New Year’s 2011 Holiday  (College closed)

  Monday, January 3	 College reopens
  Tuesday, January 4	 Registration (late regisgration continues January 5 – 6)
  Wednesday, January 5	 1st day of A and B session classes for Spring Semester 2011
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December Birthdays
1	 Linda Maddox
2	 William Bailey
	 Leslie Collins
3	 Emma Cooley
	 Carol Gavagan
5	 Sandy Ott
	 Alice Spradley
	 Heather Wolff
7 	 Richard Collison
	 Lelia Mulllis
9	 Linda LaChapelle
10	 Shawntay Simones
	 Tammi Werner
11	 Billie Precise
12 	 Marilyn Fitzpatrick
	 Judy McEntyre
13	 Mike Doyle
	 Janet Hayes
14	 Vasco Dean Paul
	 Linda Wheeler
15	 Tricia Rafey
16	 Jennifer Crisp
17	 Michael Masters
	 Barbara Tucker
19	 Mary Nielsen
20	 Robert Ford
	 Christian Griggs
25	 Maria Alvarado
	 Robert Culp
	 Michael Gravitt
27	 Kim McCroskey
	 Sherry Riley
28	 Kerry Dunbar
	 Glenda Pileggi
29	 Kim Crews
31	 Monte Salyer
	 Josh Wilson

Congratulations to 
Dr. Christy Price, 

Professor of Psychology, 
for being named 

2010 Georgia Professor of the Year 
by the

 Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching 

and the 
Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE).

 Dates to remember:

Happy Holidays!

On November 19, 
SAC members and other 

students decorated the 
campus Christmas tree 

which can be seen on the 
upper level of the Pope 

Student Center. 
Participants were treated 

to a holiday lunch by 
Dr. and Mrs. Schwenn.
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CAMPUS WATCH

Ms. Adkison

Dr. Sins

The 2011 edition of The SACRAO Journal will include an article entitled “STRiVing 
to be a STAR!” by Ms. Vickie Adkison, Office Manager for Enrollment and Student
Services. SACRAO stands for Southern Association of Colleges, Registrars, and 
Admissions Offices, whose mission is to provide for dissemination of information 
and the exchange of ideas and leadership in policy interpretation. In pursuit of this,  
SACRAO identifies and promotes standards and best practices affecting admission 
officers, registrars, and other academic support and student-service professionals.

Dr. Lorena Sins, Associate Professor of English, presented a paper entitled “Cloth, 
Flesh, and Spirit: Spiritual Wealth and Poverty in Italian Frescoes,” at the 2010 South 
Atlantic Modern Language  Association (SAMLA) convention held November 5-7
in Atlanta. The topic of her presentation was the symbolic significance of clothing, 
the sharing or rejection of clothing, and nudity in the religious frescoes of Giotto da 
Bondone, Simone Martini, and Luca Signorelli. 

A campus enhancement grant awarded to the Office of Student Activities during 2010 has 
“blossomed” into the creation of six raised-bed organic gardens, “growth” of student-faculty 
partnerships, and the “cultivation” of new hands-on volunteer opportunities. 

While participating in service learning at the Heifer International Ranch in Perryville, Arkansas, 
during Alternative Spring Break (ASB), fifteen Dalton State students were introduced to the 
value of sustainable organic gardening, eating locally grown food, and preparing food with 
minimal waste. Challenged to return to the campus and share this new-found knowledge, their 
sense of commitment has exhibited itself in a range of new service learning projects. 

Ms. Rebecca Lowery, Instructor in Drafting and Design Technology, and students from her
Technical Graphics and 3D Design classes surveyed the campus, laid out designs, and helped 
build the new gardens. Dr. Gina Kertulis-Tartar, Assistant Professor of Biology, will help
students germinate seeds this winter for the first planting next spring. And other students have 
helped Dr. Kertulis-Tartar clean and organize the campus greenhouse.

Because, like many people, busy students struggle with preparing healthy meals, several faculty 
and staff members have offered to teach spring semester cooking classes that will focus on 
preparing healthy meals for one or two people, using fresh, local food–and eventually food 
from Dalton State’s own organic gardens.

More than gardening –
cultivating healthy 
lifestyles, growing 
relationships, and 
making a difference

Birthday Spotlight

Ms. Linda Wheeler 

        (continued on page 2)

How long have you been 
employed here? Four years.

What is your title, and what 
are your job responsibilities?
I am Director of Academic 
Resources, which is made up 
of the Academic Advising 
Center, Disability Services,
Counseling and Career Services, 
Testing, First Year Experience 
(FYE), and Peer Education.

What do you like best about 
your job? 
What I like best is that it is 
different every day. I may be 
helping students, advising, 
number crunching, decorating 
our Culture Tree, problem 
solving–the variety is what 
I enjoy.
 
What do people on campus 
not know about what you 
or someone in your 
position does?
I guess they may not know 
that 1/4 of my time is spent 
putting out fires. There is 
usually something important 
needing attention.
 
What was your favorite 
subject in graduate school?
A course on Irish writers–
I love Yeats.

Age on this birthday?
I will be (gulp) 57–and I share 
a birthday with Patty Duke and 
Shirley Jackson.



Ms. Linda Wheeler (continued from page 2) 

Where did you grow up, and where have you lived?
I grew up in Columbus, Ohio, and the Chicago burbs, and I have 
lived in Southern Illinois, Sarasota, Phoenix, and for 23 years in 
Western Massachusetts.

Whom do you call family?
I have genetic brothers, nieces, and nephews (these are also friends). A 
handful of long-term favorite friends (also family), and five live-in, furry 
family members (and a foster cat).

Do you have a favorite home-cooked meal or local dining spot?
My mom, being from a small town in Ohio, would make stewed 
chicken, mashed potatoes, and noodles–carbs at their best. I would like 
to be able to have that again, but since that is impossible, shrimp and 
grits works (and Tabasco). 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
I love going to Chattanooga and local historic areas with friends, reading 
(yes Kris–the Tan book), and I am a Criminal Minds and movie freak. 

What is your favorite book? 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.

Do you have a favorite movie?
See above. And Viva Las Vegas, of course–doesn’t everyone have 
that answer?

What is your favorite vacation and why?
Like Tricia White, Tybee Island is where I go.

If you were stranded on a desert island and could only take one take 
one item, what would it be?
To the desert island, or from the island?

What has been your most embarrassing moment?
Ask me in person, and I will tell you.

That of which you are most proud?
I am proud that I made through 60 semester hours for my MFA 
degree–there were two suicides, so I feel lucky.

What do you like best about the beginning of the school year?
How busy it is–reminds me of when I worked in a toy store 
in December.

What words of wisdom would you give to students?
To be passionate about what you do; share the things you learn. 

When I retire, I will...
Live on Wilmington Island, volunteer at an animal shelter, adjunct 
and/or tutor at a Savannah college, eat at AJ’s Dockside, and walk the 
beach with my dogs. n
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TRANSITIONS

Farewell to
Ginny McEver, Advising Center
Cecil Cooper, Plant Operations

Welcome to
Mary Delgado, Tammie Parker, and 

Vasco Dean Paul 
Plant Operations

Heather Wolff and Debra Moyer
Enrollment Services 

Thomas Pickle 
Public Safety

HELP A CHILD IN NEED

Dalton State is working with 
Dalton/Whitfield Community Christmas 

to provide gifts for children who might not otherwise 
receive anything this season. 

Please consider being a Holiday Helper.
Remove a tag from the Holiday Helper 

bulletin board located near the ATM on the 
upper level of Pope Student Center, 

purchase the suggested items, and return them to 
the Office of Student Activities 

by December 9.
 Thank you!

Work continues on the Dalton State 
hiking trails!

Construction is underway in the forest 
behind the campus and volunteers are needed. 

Bring sturdy shoes or boots, gloves, 
drinking water, and a respect for yellow jackets. 

Meet on George Rice Drive at the service 
drive just south of the parking deck.

Friday, December 3 and Saturday, December 11
8:30 – Noon

Questions? Contact John Lugthart at jlugthart.

FREE EXERCISE!

Please send January eQuill submissions to
lmassey by December 17.
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November Rewind...

On November 17, Dr. Georgia Mehaffy of the American 
Association of State Colleges and Universities introduced 
the “The Red Balloon Project,” a “collaborative approach 
to re-imagining undergraduate education for the 21st 
century,” in which Dalton State will participate. For more 
information about the project, visit: http://www.aascu.
org/programs/index.htm. Pictured during a question and 
answer session following the evening presentation are Mr. 
Matthew Hipps, Assistant Professor of Political Science, 
left, and Dr. Mehaffy, right.

On November 20, Georgia Author of the Year, Mr. Ray Atkins, center, 
spoke about writing and the process of getting published at the Gilmer 
County Center. In addition, Mr. Atkins gave short readings from two 
of his books, The Front Porch Prophet and Sorrow Wood. 
Pictured with the author are, from left, Traci Posey, Kaitlin Chastain, 
Cyndi Childers, John Sweatte, and Ms. Susan Cochran, Temporary 
Instructor in English, who coordinated the event.

During November, Dalton State hosted sessions on Economics, Education, and Environment as part of the 
Archway Project, a collaborative effort involving the community and the University of Georgia that is 
designed to apply a range of University System resources to counties in need of assistance with economic 
and community development. Pictured in conversation before the Environment sesssion are Mr. Scott Bailey, 
VP for Fiscal Affairs, and Dr. John Lugthart, Professor of Biology.

 Scenes of the Season – 
Past and Present!


