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Student Activities for December 
Pictures with Santa – 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Pope Student Center 
Students, faculty and staff can have FREE pictures made with Santa. 

End of semester draws near 
A and C session classes will come to an end on Tuesday, December 9, with final exams 
running from December 10 – 16. (Don’t forget: Little Debbies and soft drinks will be 
available during exams.)  Grades are due on Wednesday, December 17. The College will 
be closed from December 22-26 and again on December 31 and January 1. 

Final faculty meeting for 2003 set for December 12 
The Fall Faculty Meeting will take place on Friday, December 12, in Sequoya 102 at 
12:30 p.m. 

Holiday luncheon slated for Friday, December 19 
All faculty and staff are invited to attend the annual Holiday Luncheon on Friday, 

December 19, at noon in the Pope Student Center. As always, the event will be “pot

luck” with plenty of good food and good conversation for all who attend. Watch your 

mailboxes for sign-up sheets in the coming days.


THE MONTHLY TATTLER by Dr. Jim Burran 

Salutations to all you DSC’onians out there. Here’s the December 2003 “Monthly 

Tattler” with some of the latest reports from the field. 


1. From Sequoya Hall comes word that there is in fact one more married person in the 
building than had been originally thought! Yes, belated congratulations are due Hubert 
Kinser, who has apparently been basking in wedded bliss for a couple of years now. 
Super sleuths in Sequoya, who shall remain nameless here in order to protect their 
identities, became suspicious several months ago and relentlessly tracked down various 
leads in order to uncover this mystery. Hubert, it couldn’t have happened to a better guy! 
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2. Emboldened by Hubert’s dazzling triumph, John Hutcheson, Henry Codjoe, and I 
will be off to Nashville this weekend to attend the annual SACS meeting. While the 
image you may have of a SACS meeting and the kind of people who attend such 
gatherings is more than likely accurate, which is to say that it’s not the world’s most 
scintillating venue, this one is of considerable significance since we will learn whether 
the College has been officially reaffirmed and whether the institution’s response to the 
SACS Visiting Committee’s recommendations has been accepted. While there is no 
question that reaffirmation of accreditation will be granted, there is always the possibility 
that a follow-up report will be required in the event that our response document is found 
lacking in some respect. We’ll know for sure in time for the upcoming faculty meeting, 
one way or the other. Just think: one year ago the Self-Study was in the throes of final 
editing, while the Local Arrangements Committee was working itself into a lather. 

3. Speaking of the faculty meeting, please remember that it is scheduled for Friday, 
December 12, at 12:30 pm in Sequoya 102. This one will probably be a little lengthier 
than usual, so you might want to plan accordingly. 

4. Several of us met recently with the System’s Vice Chancellor for Facilities, Linda 
Daniels, to discuss methods by which the College can expand its physical capacity, both 
short-term and long-term. In order to approach this multi-faceted issue as intelligently as 
possible, we will shortly begin the process of completing a new Physical Master Plan for 
the institution. The most recent comprehensive master plan is now over five years old, 
and much has changed since then. I expect that the master planning initiative will kick 
off sometime next calendar year. More as events warrant. 

5. A new bachelor’s degree proposal for Middle Grades Education is taking shape and 
will be submitted for Academic Council consideration soon. From there, assuming all 
goes as planned, it should be in the hands of the System’s Office of Academic Affairs 
shortly thereafter. Whether this happens in December or January remains to be seen, but 
we need to get it out the door as quickly as possible. We will have our annual budget 
hearing with University System officials in late January or early February, and it will be 
strategically important for us to have the proposal in their hands by then since we will be 
requesting a wheelbarrow full of money for this new degree. I have no way of knowing 
when, or whether, the proposal will ultimately be approved, so this is not for general 
consumption among current or prospective students. Just an FYI at this point. 

6. At the upcoming budget hearing, we will be asked to lay out our case for new funding 
while at the same time showing how we will accommodate budget cuts for Fiscal Year 
2005, which begins July 1, 2004. I know it sounds crazy, but that’s the world we live in 
these days. We won’t know the result of this mishmash until May of next year, but in the 
meantime we will need to stay close to our regional legislative delegation as the annual 
session of the General Assembly looms on the horizon. In addition to the state’s 
appropriation to the University System, and ultimately the System’s appropriation to the 
College, there will be lots of attention focused on the HOPE Program. You’ve read in the 
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papers as much as I know about the various proposals to “fix” HOPE; we’ll see what 
comes out of the General Assembly and across the Governor’s desk in that respect. 

7. Please remember Debbie Melton, Vicki Guarisco, Billie Precise, and Karen Davis, 
all of whom are battling health issues. Meanwhile, as fall semester wheezes across the 
finish line, I hope that everyone will have a peaceful and enjoyable holiday break. I’ve 
asked Santa for a million dollars, but in reality I’ll probably just get the usual bag of 
switches. Maybe you’ll do better! 

See ya. 

Transitions 

Welcome to: 

David Elrod, Institutional Advancement 

Campus Watch 
At a recent conference of the Association of Mexican Schools for Foreign Study in 
Monterrey, Mexico, Dr. David Boyle, Director of Studies in Social Work, presented a 
paper on “The Political Dynamics of International Exchange Programs: A Case Study.” 
His co-presenter was Stephen Smith, a doctoral candidate from the University of Georgia. 
The paper focused on a description and an analysis of the political dynamics of the 9-
year-old UGA-University of Veracruz exchange program and was based upon in-depth 
hour-long interviews with participants in both Mexico and the United States. 

Shelia Croft, Instructor in Practical Nursing, was recently selected for inclusion in the 
eighth edition of Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers 2004. Teachers who are 
included in the listing have been nominated by former high school or college students 
who have themselves been cited for academic excellence by their own inclusion in either 
the Who’s Who Among American High School Students or the National Dean’s List. 

Two papers written by Assistant Professor of Political Science Dr. Baogang Guo have 
been published recently by two academic journals in Asian Studies. “Transforming 
China’s Urban Health-care System” appeared in the March/April 2003 edition of Asian 
Survey. “Political Legitimacy and China’s Transition” was published by the Journal of 
Chinese Political Science in Fall of 2003, Volume 8.1-2. 

At the recent Georgia Economic Developers Association (GEDA) meeting in Atlanta, 
Assistant Professor of English as a Second Language Dr. Monte Salyer’s “Steps to 
College” program was judged as one of five outstanding educational programs statewide, 
winning in the College and University category. Many thanks to Melinda Lemmon, 
Director of the Carpet Capital Consortium, who nominated Monte’s program for 
consideration. 
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Dr. Jack Waskey, Associate Professor of Social Science, attended the Georgia Political 
Science Association’s Annual Convention on November 14-15 where he was the 
organizer and chair of the Roundtable and during which he presented a paper entitled 
“The Political Theory of Theocracy.” His book review – U.S. – China Policy: Interest 
Groups and Their Influence was published in the Fall 2003 edition of the Journal of 
Chinese Political Science, Volume 8.1-2. 

Birthdays for December 
1 Adam Fite 
2 Rodney Bailey 
3 Carol Gavagan 
4 Wyatt Cooper 

Linda J. Davis 
5 Lois Bradford 

Alice Spradley 
9 Linda LaChapelle 
11 Billie Precise 
12 Marilyn Fitzpatrick 
13 Mike Doyle 
14 Benny Bridges 
15 Shelia Croft 
16 Don Mroz 
17 Michael Masters 
18 Nancy Tyler 
19 Mary Nielsen 
21 Andrea Everett 

Bennett Langham 
27 	 Kim Cameron McCroskey 

Sherry Riley 
Bridgett Thomason 

28 Kerry Dunbar 
Glenda Pileggi 

29 Debbie Melton 
30 Karen Marks 

David Newton 
31 Monte Salyer 

Please email us with your news or story ideas at: 
jtaylor@em.daltonstate.edu 
lmassey@em.daltonstate.edu 
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