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Student Activities for February
3 Laser Tag - 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Gymnasium 
11 Health Department – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Eddie Miller Room – available to answer questions 
16 Dominic Gaudious – 10:30 a.m. 

Pope Student Center – acoustic guitarist 
27-29 State Intramural Basketball Tournament 

Georgia Tech 

DSC hosts Foundation annual meeting on February 2 
The Dalton State College Foundation Board of Trustees will hold their annual meeting on 

Monday, February 2, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in Memorial Auditorium.  During the 

meeting, the Board will induct new trustees, conduct Foundation business, and will elect 

officers for the 2004 year. 

Included in this year’s program will be a presentation by Dr. Christy Price as this year’s 

recipient of the Foundation’s Faculty Enrichment Award. 

Ken White is incoming Chairman. Richard Fairey of Wachovia; Allen Hammontree, 

attorney with Goddard, Thames, Hammontree, & Bolding; Ray Taylor of Textile Rubber 

& Chemical; Henry Teel of Regions Bank; and Alan Wells of Dalton/Whitfield Bank, 

will be inducted as new trustees. 


Cultural Awareness Breakfast to be held on February 4 
A community seminar, sponsored by the College’s U.S. Department of Education Title 

6B Business and International Education grant, will take place on Wednesday, 

February 4, from 7:30 – 9:00 a.m. in the Library Conference Room. The topic is: 

“Crossing the Cultural Divide in the Workplace/Employee Orientation from a Cultural 

Standpoint.” Joyce Robledo, a regional expert on Latin American culture and workplace 
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relationships, will lead the discussion. While this is a free seminar, reservations are 
required and can be made by calling the Chamber of Commerce at 278-7373. 

Dr. John Gardner addresses the DSC community on February 6 
On Friday, February 6, the nationally-recognized First-Year College Experience expert 

Dr. John Gardner will be on campus to hold a series of conversations with the DSC 

community. A general session will be held at 1:30 p.m. in Memorial Auditorium for all 

faculty and staff. During that time, Gardner will speak about the significance of the first-

year experience and what can be done to influence the quality of that experience for 

students. All full-time faculty members and administrators and as many members of the 

staff as possible are expected to attend. Gardner’s visit will form the kickoff for DSC’s 

new College-wide retention initiative.


Author Gwyn Hyman Rubio to talk about Icy Sparks

Southern author Gwyn Hyman Rubio will talk about her novel Icy Sparks on Tuesday, 

February 24, at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of Memorial Hall. Icy Sparks is her first novel 

and it revolves around the character of the same name, an “unforgettable heroine in the 

tradition of Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird or Will Tweedy in Cold Sassy Tree.” Gwyn 

grew up in Cordele, Georgia, as the daughter of Mac Hyman, the author of No Time for 

Sergeants, a bestseller that became a Broadway play and a film, both starring Andy 

Griffith. She holds a B.A. in English from Florida State University and a Master of Fine 

Arts in Creative Writing from Warren Wilson College in North Carolina. As a young 

adult, she served in the Peace Corps in Puerto Rico where she met and married Angel 

Rubio, her husband of 26 years. In 1980, the couple settled in Berea, Kentucky. The 

novel Icy Sparks is a coming of age story set in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky. 


THE MONTHLY TATTLER by Dr. Jim Burran

Here we have the Monthly Tattler for February. I hope that it finds all of you doing well 

and enjoying the high life. 


1. As you know from the media, Governor Perdue has recommended that the 
University System’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget be reduced, on the whole, by 2.5 percent 
rather than the originally-feared 5 percent. If nothing changes between now and the end 
of the General Assembly session (which isn’t likely), this means that the 2.5 percent cut 
this fiscal year and the recommended 2.5 percent in next year’s budget will mean an 
overall reduction from July 1, 2003 to July 1, 2004 of 5 percent total rather than 7.5 
percent. Of course 5 percent of our budget is still more than $500,000, but it could 
definitely be worse. Let’s hang on and see what happens. On a somewhat brighter note, 
perhaps you’ve also noticed that the Governor has recommended an average 2 percent 
merit-based salary increase for next year for all System personnel, except for fat cats like 
me who will have a ceiling of $1,600. While the 2 percent is modest by any standard, it 
does beat what came last year (nothing). At the least, this adjustment will, for most folks, 
offset the increases anticipated in health insurance premiums. Let’s hope for the best. 
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2. I hope you’ve seen the separate epistle I sent last week, and repeated this week, 
regarding our new student retention initiative and the kickoff events to be held this 
Friday, February 6, featuring Dr. John Gardner. Please remember that Dr. Gardner’s 
remarks to the assembled faculty and staff will begin at 1:30 pm in Memorial 
Auditorium. The meeting will adjourn no later than 3:00 pm. Gardner is a nationally-
recognized authority on the first-year of college and its effect, in turn, upon student 
retention and graduation. I’ll see you there. 

3. Sometime over the next few weeks, announcements will be disseminated regarding 
the DSC Foundation’s scholarship program for 2004-05. More than $60,000 will be 
made available on a competitive basis for both Fall 2004 entering freshmen and for 
continuing students. Most of these scholarships are restricted to major field of study or 
county of origin, but some are generic in nature. If you have a student who would likely 
be competitive for one of these scholarships, please encourage that individual to contact 
the Financial Aid Office or the DSC Foundation Office. Occasionally, scholarship 
dollars go un-awarded because of a lack of qualified candidates. Please help get the word 
out. 

4. There’s an individual student success story that’s worth repeating here, one that I 
learned about just last week. Most of you know Sherry Riley, director extraordinaire of 
our Adult Literacy Program located across town at Phoenix High School. She has made 
me aware of a significant achievement on the part of one of her students. Each year, the 
various adult literacy programs nominate two students each to compete in the statewide 
EAGLE Awards competition, the result of which is recognition of the most truly 
outstanding students in Georgia. Our own Elvira Caravez, from Chatsworth, won first-
runner up in the competition, representing the strongest finish ever for one of our adult 
literacy students. Elvira came to the United States speaking no English, but through the 
kind of determination that is characteristic of these students, she has now mastered the 
language and will be on her way to a degree program at DSC shortly. She is an 
inspiration, and I thought you might like to know a little about her story. Her example is 
the sort of stuff that makes our work truly worthwhile. 

Another installment of this curious but well-meaning column will be along in March. 
Meanwhile, happy landings. Happy new year! I hope that 2004 will be a prosperous and 
rewarding one for you and for the College as a whole. 

Transitions 

Welcome to: 

Sonja Parker, Testing Coordinator 

A Fond Farewell to: 

Gebarb Acosta, New Connections to Work 
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Cynthia Blackwell, New Connections to Work 

Tom Brewster, Public Safety 

Karen Edmondson, New Connections to Work 

Melinda Lemmon, Tech Prep/School to Work 

Campus Watch

Dr. Marilyn Helms, Professor of Management, presented a program on “Forming an 

Advisory Board” to the 2004 Leadership Catoosa Class on January 15, at Hutcheson 

Medical Center. In December, her article “The Challenges of Entrepreneurship in a 

Developed Economy: The Problematic Case of Japan” was published in the Journal of 

Developmental Entrepreneurship, 8:3, pages 247-264. 


Dr. Aref Hervani, Assistant Professor of Economics, recently had an article entitled 

“Oligopsony/Oligopoly Power and Factor Market Performance: The Case of U.S. Old 

Newspapers” published in the Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics. The 14 

page article appeared in the December 2003 issue. Also, Dr. Hervani accompanied four 

business administration students to Dometex in Hannover, Germany, for an international 

trade mission abroad sponsored by a Federal Title 6B Grant. 


Dr. Marsha Mathews, Assistant Professor of English, will read several of her original 

poems on WUTC’s Voices from Home, on Sunday, February 15, at 10:00 p.m. She will 

read and will be interviewed about her poems “Interlacing,” “Out of Fuel,” “Snow Day,” 

“Adolescence Ridge,” and “Visitation.” WUTC FM 88.1 is an affiliate of NPR Radio 

and is based in Chattanooga. 


Birthdays for February
3 Steve Bettis 

Garrett Burgner 
4 Wes Davis 
5 Becky Hyde 
7 Della Sampson 
8 Karl Hunt 

Roschelle Mears 
Amy Moss 

9 Milton Brown 
10 Lee Ann Nimmons 
11 Ken Ellinger 
12 Carol Treible 
13 Donna Mayo 
15 Glenda Hobbs 
18 Tim Faulk 
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19 Jane Taylor 
20 Carolyn Perry 
21 Cyrus Kirk 
22 Gail Womac 
25 Hubert Kinser 
27 Cordia Starling 
28 Joan Beard 

Alice Kirby 

Please email us with your news or story ideas at: 
jtaylor@em.daltonstate.edu 
lmassey@em.daltonstate.edu 
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