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August Birthdays
1 Jamie Petty
3 Jordy Lawson
4 Dana Holland
9 Sarita Gale

Cheryl Grayson
Rita Moore

10 Pam Lane
11 Clint Kinkead
14 Norman DesRosiers

David Wycherley
15 Doris Shoemaker
17 Gail Ward
20 Lynda Lee Davis

Kelli Loggins-Keener
Carolyn Rice

21 Roy Smith
23 Robin Cleeland

John Pareti
25 Carolyn Boatwright
26 Arlene Hooker
28 Lynne Cabe
29 Baogang Guo

Greta Lawless
Becky McAfee

Birthday Spotlight
Arlene Hooker

Secretary
Plant Operations

Age:
Fifty-one on August 26. Not
so bad after you pass the big
5 - 0.

What do you like best
about your job?
After working 25 years at
Shaw Industries, I like the

(continued . . .)

Lamar Lively of Plant Operations recently used the College’s new (used!) bucket truck to install
Dalton State banners to welcome students when they arrive later this month.

The Monthly Tattler
by Dr. Jim Burran

Arlene is pictured with
Mr. Tools, the “plant cat.”

It’s my pleasure to welcome the entire DSC
community back for the 2005-06 academic year.
This fall marks the 38th anniversary of the College’s
opening, and I am confident that it will prove
another successful and productive one for the Old
Blue and Silver.  Elsewhere in this edition of the
eQuill you will find the list of new faculty who will
be introduced at the August 16 retreat, and a
quick perusal will reveal just how much the face of
the College is changing.  It’s exciting to have all
this new talent associated with the campus
community, and I look forward to the contribu-
tions that they will make.  Meanwhile, I wonder
whether you will be surprised to realize that this
fall’s entering freshmen were born in 1987!  For
those of us who are getting a little long in the
tooth, that’s a shock.  Time flies when you’re
having fun, as they say.

Before proceeding further, it might be well to
revisit the schedule of activities associated with
the opening of fall semester, to wit:

August 11, 6:00 pm—Part-time Faculty
Orientation, Conasauga Room
August 15, 8:30 am—New Faculty and Staff
Orientation, Conasauga Room
August 15, 6:00 pm—Faculty-Staff Dinner and
Social, Pope Student Center
August 16, 8:30 am—Fall Faculty Retreat,
Memorial Auditorium (am), Sequoya 102 (pm)

August 16, 2:00 pm—New Student Orientation,
Memorial Auditorium
August 17, 9:00 am—New Student Orientation,
Memorial Auditorium
August 17, TBA—Divisional Meetings
August 17, 5:00 pm—New Student Orientation,
Memorial Auditorium
August 18, 8:00 am—Registration for Returning
Students (day and evening)
August 18, 9:00 am—New Student Orientation,
Memorial Auditorium
August 18, 5:00 pm—New Student Orientation,
Memorial Auditorium
August 19, 8:00 am—Registration for Returning
Students (day and evening)
August 19, 9:00 am—New Student Orientation,
Memorial Auditorium
August 22, 7:30 am—Classes Begin
August 22-24—Late Registration and Drop/Add

I trust that all will go well during these festivities,
just like a well-oiled machine.  Working together,
we will experience a smooth start.

By now you should have received the agenda
for the Fall Retreat, which begins at 8:00 with
coffee, juice and pastries in order to soften you
up.  Introductions of new faculty will commence
promptly at 8:30, with the opening faculty
meeting to follow at 9:00.  Of particular note
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Arlene Hooker
continued . . .

How long have you been
employed here?
Four years.

What are your responsibilities?
I am the secretary to the Director of
Plant Operations, and I take all the
repair calls or service calls for the
campus.  I also take care of all the
keys for the campus.

What are your favorite hobbies?
I recently took a knitting class here
at the college so I am enjoying
knitting. I also like to do cross-stitch.
Most of all I enjoy being in the 35th
Tennessee Civil War Reenactors with
my son Mark.

What has been your favorite
vacation?
I have taken two cruises to the
Bahamas. I love going to Nasaau
and shopping. Just the cruise itself
and being with family makes a great
vacation.

Of what are you most proud?
I would have to say my son Mark,
who just graduated from high school
in May.

What words of wisdom would
you give to students these days?
After high school, you need to try
your wings as young adults, but you
also need to continue your path of
education. It will be very important
to you in the future.

When you retire, what do you
plan to do?
I hope to go on lots of cruises and
to visit places I have never seen.

fact that the campus is smaller and
that there is no stress. And I enjoy
the people I work with and helping
callers on the phone with their
problems.

in regard to the faculty meeting will be
consideration of a new organization on campus
called the Faculty Advisory Assembly.  The
purpose of this new entity will be discussed more
completely during the meeting itself.  Otherwise,
the usual cavalcade of spine-tingling topics, such
as approval of Faculty Handbook and Statutes
changes, should keep everyone enraptured
throughout the proceedings.  Please note that
the morning’s activities will take place in
Memorial Auditorium, while the afternoon’s
sessions will be held in Sequoya 102.  The reason
for this is that a New Student Orientation will  be
ooccupying the Auditorium beginning at 2:00.

Now on to some other updates.

1.  It’s ironic that, at last year’s Fall Retreat, our
guest speaker was none other than Chancellor
Tom Meredith.  As we approach this year’s
Retreat, Chancellor Meredith has announced that
he will be leaving his current position sometime
this fall to assume the position of Commissioner
of Higher Education for the eight public
universities in Mississippi.  Chancellor Meredith
has done an accomplished job of leading our
System over the last three years, and I know that
he will continue that splendid record as he
transitions to Jackson.  Just think: his new
vocabulary will contain the names of some lyrical
locales that only Mississippi could conjure up,
such as Itta Bena and Hushpuckena.  I’m not
making this up, but I do digress.  Anyway, the
Board of Regents will soon be naming an Interim
Chancellor until Dr. Meredith’s successor is
identified.  As I understand the drill, the Regents
are hoping to have our new Chancellor in place by
January 1, 2006, just in time for the General
Assembly to convene.

2.  Continuing the unbridled effort to expand the
College’s physical capacity, we are well underway
with the new James E. Brown Center for
Continuing Education.  Rising majestically from
the earth, this steel-frame edifice now reminds one
of the Empire State Building in its colossal scale.
Elsewhere, as most of you know from last spring,
DSC is now Number 24 on the Regents’ Major
Capital List for a new $22 million classroom
building.  It will take 5-6 years for this project to
rise to the top of the list, but at least we’re in the
hopper.  Meanwhile, funding for our proposed
$4.9 million Technical Building, to be co-located
with the new Whitfield County Career Academy,

suffered an inglorious demise in 2005.
Never satisfied with no for an answer,
we’re going to be back in the begging and
whining mode as the General Assembly
opens in early 2006.

And yes, there’s another building project
on the drawing board beyond that!  More
on that subject in due course.

3.  Also on the facilities front, we’re going
to tiptoe up to the subject of a parking
deck this year.  I expect some preliminary
work to be completed on size, cost,
location, and a business plan that will
cash-flow the project through student
parking fees, which is how parking decks
must be funded.  At this juncture, we’re
thinking of a single-level deck to be
nestled on top of the large parking lot
tucked into the northwest corner of the
campus, but with the project engineered
to add a second level at some point in the
future.  I’ll be talking a little more about
this and other physical capacity issues
during the Retreat.

4.  As of August 3, the Board of Regents
has approved a new AAS in Respiratory
Therapy for Dalton State.  This latest
addition to our array of health-related
programs will officially get underway in
the fall of 2006.  In the meantime, our
newest bachelor’s degree, the BS in Early
Childhood Education, admits its inaugural
class of juniors this fall while at the same
time inheriting a class of seniors from the
now-defunct University of West Georgia
program in Dalton.  Discussions with key
stakeholders at the state level indicate a
green light within the next three years to
add Middle Grades.

5.  The DSC Foundation is in the
preliminary stages of a feasibility study to
determine whether a major fund-raising
campaign might be in the offing.  With
assets and pledges now totaling $10
million, but with ever-increasing needs
for the continued transformation of the
College, the Foundation Executive
Committee is poised to organize a major
fund-raising effort if the feasibility study

(The Tattler continued)
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reveals that the community will support it.  Two task forces are
currently underway to identify the most promising potential
projects.  Both include faculty representation.

6.  The College’s new web portal, “DSConnect,” is up and
running.  While it was introduced at the April 2005 faculty
meeting, its full potential and capabilities will be revealed as the
new academic year opens.  This important step forward for us is
funded through our Federal Title III grant, whose object is to assist
the College in improving retention rates.  The web portal, among
other things, gives us virtually universal electronic access to both
current and prospective students, thus improving the timeliness
and efficacy of communication.  Faculty web pages are under
varying degrees of construction as a part of DSConnect, together
with more convenient access to other programs and services under
the College’s umbrella.

7.  Please make a note of the fact that the College’s Advising Center,
also funded by Title III, has moved from its former location in the
Student Center to more commodious digs in the Liberal Arts
Building, occupying rooms 107-108 near the main stairwell.  This
will give the Advising Center greater visibility and more room for
advisors to work with students.  Stop by and see this new spectacle.

8.  As is customary with the beginning of each academic year, I will
be holding a “Cracker Barrel Session” on Friday, September 16,
beginning at 12:30 pm in the Conasauga Room.  The purpose of
this session is to answer questions and address issues in an informal
setting that any interested parties may wish to identify.  I’ll stay as
long as necessary, and I invite your participation.  The only off-
limits topic is anything that might be considered a personnel matter.

9.  Finally, let me thank each of you for the important work you do
within the context of our common enterprise.  Each and every
member of this campus community is critically important to the
success of Dalton State College, and I am mindful of that with each
passing day.  It is my privilege to be associated with you, and I hope
for all of us that the 2005-06 academic year will be rich with good
work for the greater good of our students and the region we serve.
Now it’s time for my annual reminder of the Rules of Institutional
Citizenship, which I encourage all of us to practice as we go about
our tasks.  The Rules:

1.  Seek excellence in every endeavor.
2.  Uphold the quality of student learning.
3.  Be responsive to changing conditions.
4.  Function within an environment of mutual
      respect and trust.
5.  Do the ordinary extraordinarily well.

I look forward to an enjoyable and productive year for all of us.

Yours in Flower Power,

JAB

(The Tattler continued)
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Welcome to:
Debbie Baxter
Temporary Assistant Professor of Education
Amanda Bennett
Assistant Director of the Academic Advising Center
Mihaela Blanariu
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Carol Brand
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education
Joan Chapman
Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education
Robert Clay
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Richard Collison
Associate Professor of Chemistry
Larry Cooper
Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education
Lee Eades
Temporary Instructor in Nursing
Mary Edwards
Professor of Early Childhood Education and
Chair of the Division of Education
Leslie Harrelson
Temporary Assistant Professor of English
Carlton Hastings
Temporary Instructor in Sociology
Clare Hite
Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education
Bill Jackson
Professor and Endowed Chair of Management
Mary Jo Jackson
Associate Professor of Management
Larry Johnson
Temporary Assistant Professor of Business
Administration and WebBAS Coordinator
Gina Kertulis-Tartar
Assistant Professor of Biology
Michael Morris
Assistant Professor of History
Mary Jo Pepper
Instructor in Practical Nursing
Tricia Scott
Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Marjorie Shirilla
Temporary Instructor in Social Work
Dana Trowell
Instructor in Practical Nursing
Melissa Wiedenfeld
Assistant Professor of History and Geography
A fond farewell to:
Aref Hervani, Business Administraton
Kathryn Montgomery, Business Administration

Transitions

What’s on tap this month?   Click here for the August calendar > >

http://www.daltonstate.edu/cgi-bin/cal/webevent.cgi?cmd=listmonth&y=2005&m=08&d=30&cal=cal2&token=admin:85166f1&sb=1&cf=list&lc=listmonth&swe=1&set=1&sa=1&sort=m,e,t&ws=0&sib=1&de=1&tf=0

