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Quill Dalton State 

Author and Environmentalist Janisse Ray


to speak on September 19


   Janisse Ray, writer, naturalist, and activist, will be 
the featured speaker during the first Fine Arts and 
Lecture Series event sponsored by Dalton State 
College this fall.
   Ray, author of three books of literary nonfiction, 
will speak on Monday, September 19, in the 
auditorium of Memorial Hall.
   Ecology of a Cracker Childhood, Ray’s first book, 
is her memoir about growing up on a junkyard in 
the ruined longleaf pine ecosystem of the Southeast 
in rural Georgia. Besides being a plea to protect and 
restore the pine flatwoods of the South, the book 
deals with such topics as mental illness, poverty, and 
fundamentalist religion.

   “When I wrote my first book, I didn’t set out 
to write a memoir,” Ray said in a newspaper 
interview. “I just wanted to tell the story of this 
endangered ecosystem, but I knew nobody 
would want to read a story about a pine tree. I 
brought in parts of my own life because I felt 
like I had an interesting enough story to tell.”

 Her first book won the Southeastern 
Booksellers Award for Nonfiction 1999, the 
Southern Environmental Law Center 2000 
Award for Outstanding Writing on Southern 
Environment, and the Southern Book Critics 
Circle Award for Nonfiction 2000.
   As an environmental activist, much of Ray’s 
work focuses on providing alternatives for 
industrial capitalism, slowing the rate of global 
warming, working to decelerate fragmentation, 
and making logging in global forests sustainable.
   Her other books include Wild Card Quilt: 
Taking a Chance on Home, about rural 
community, and Pinhook: Finding Wholeness 
in a Fragmented Land, which will be published 
this year.
   Ray has been a writer-in-residence at The 
Island Institute, Florida Gulf Coast University, 
and the University of Mississippi. She and her 
husband Raven Burchard divide their time 
between Vermont and their family farm in 
southern Georgia. 

September Birthdays 

Birthday Spotlight 

Don Bowen 
Professor of 
Management 

When and where were you 
born: 
In Roanoke, Alabama, on 
September 4, 1948. 

How long have you worked 
at Dalton State? 
I started in 1975 after earning 

to tell people that I spent one 
year teaching high school and 
then I came to “heaven.” 

What are your hobbies? 
I like to spend time with my 
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The Monthly Tattler 
by Dr. Jim Burran 

Happy Labor Day Weekend to one and all!  If 
you’re headed off for a weekend at the beach or in 
the mountains, be sure to take plenty of gas money 
with you.  If you’re just piddling around the house, 
I hope that your labors will be productive. In any 
event, a long weekend will, I’m sure, be welcomed 
by everyone. 

Let me first extend thanks to the entire campus 
community for your excellent efforts in getting the 
fall semester off to a good start. While we still have 
some industry-based and other off-campus students 
to put in the machine, in addition to C session 
classes, it appears that the new academic year is off 
to a good start. I remain hopeful that, when the 
dust settles, we will have inched ahead of where we 
were this time last year in student enrollment. In 

any event, the spirit of cooperation has been 
evident throughout the campus, and I appreciate 
your efforts. 

Now for just a few tidbits as we head into 
September.  Work officially begins on next year’s 
budget process this month at the state level, and 
we will be consulting with our local legislative 
delegation to see if we can help position the 
University System and DSC for favorable 
consideration. We have a potential building 
project in the hopper, but it’s too early to know 
whether it will sprout political legs.  This, as you 
may recall, is a classroom building to be co-located 
with the new Whitfield County Career Academy as 

(continued on page 3) 
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Campus Watch 
Dr. Marilyn Helms, Professor of  Management, collaborated with Dr. Aref  Hervani 
and Dr. Joseph Sarkis on an article published in a recent issue of Benchmarking: An 
International Journal. The article was entitled: “Performance Management for Green 
Supply Chain Management.” 

Ms. Lydia Knight, Assistant Librarian, recently contributed two articles to the New 
Georgia Encyclopedia, which is one of  the databases in GALILEO. The articles are: 
“Georgia Archives and History” and “Lucien Lamar Knight.” 

Ms.Ms.Ms.Ms.Ms. TTTTTheresa Kresl, Assistant Director of  Student Activities (center), was joined by 
Dalton State students Juterh Nmah and Tabitha Thomas, as participants at The 
Georgia Statewide LeaderShape Institute at Rabun Gap-Nacochee School in early 
August. Hosted by the Georgia Servant Leadership Alliance, 11 colleges participated 
in this year’s session. 

Since its establishment in 1986, The 
LeaderShape® Institute has developed a 
national reputation as one of the 
premier leadership development 
programs for young adults. More than 
18,000 young people from more than 
500 different colleges, universities, 
corporations, and organizations across 
America have graduated from the 
program, an intensive six-day 
program focused on producing 
extraordinary results in students. 

Dr. Tom Mullen, Associate Professor of  Political Science, attended a NSF Chautauqua 
Seminar at the University of  Washington in July entitled “How to Teach Like a Pro.” 

Associate Professor of  Social Science Dr. Jack Waskey presented a paper on “Religion, 
Schools, and the Government” at the Oxford Round Table at Oriel College of  Oxford 
University during a conference August 7 - 12. He also authored the following articles 
which have recently been published in the Enclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right: 
“India (Left),” “Korea, South (Left),” “Liberal Party (Australia),” “Liberal Party (UK),” 
“Saudi Arabia (Left)” “Korea, North (Right),” “Korea, South, (Right),” “Saudi Arabia 
Right,” “Syndicalism (Left),” “Think Tanks (Right),” and “Yahweh Ben Yahweh.” 

Transitions 

A Fond Farewell to: 

Steven Edge 
Public Safety 

Donald Rash 
Plant Operations 

Don Bowen continued . . . 
for walks and read. And we like to 
motorcycle. We’ve taken many trips 
to the mountains on my Harley. 

How long have you biked? 
Since about 1970. I’ve been to about 
10 states “on the beast.” I love it. It’s 
so relaxing and rejuvenating. When 
things get stressful, I like to go out 
and get on that bike. 

If you hadn’t chosen teaching, 
what would you be doing now? 
I can’t think of doing anything else, 
except perhaps the ministry, but 
teaching. If  I hadn’t been teaching 
here, I would have taught some
where else. Teaching has allowed me 
to be a part of so many wonderful 
people’s lives. 

What is your favorite saying? 
“Have a Sunshine Day.” There’s so 
much negativity in the world. But 
you can be happy - it doesn’t take an 
awful lot to make people feel good 
to put a smile on their faces. 

Favorite local dining spot? 
The Oakwood. 

What has been your favorite 
vacation? 
My wife and I traveled through 
California about eight years ago. We 
especially enjoyed the wine country. 

What do you like to read? 
I try to read from the New 
Testament every day. In terms of 
contemporary authors, I enjoy Tom 
Clancey’s books, especially The Hunt 
for Red October. I also liked The 
Purpose Driven Life. 

When you retire, what do you 
plan to do? 
Whatever Judy tells me to do. But I’d 
like to go to Vermont on my bike, 
and go to the Great Lakes area and 
I’d like to explore the Northwest. I 
also plan to give time to Habitat for 
Humanity, and there are children in 
our schools who need to have 
someone spend time with them 
reading and learning about positive 
things in this life and world. 
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 (The Tattler continued) 
an extension of our Technical Division.  More important is a 
healthier salary increase for University System personnel this time 
around, and those discussions have already begun.  While we won’t 
know for sure until January when the Governor reveals his FY 07 
budget recommendations, I think we may make some progress here 
since 2006 is an election year. 

Elsewhere, you will soon begin seeing new building signage around 
campus, part of the effort to spruce up our physical surroundings 
and make the campus more “user friendly.”  Renovations to the 
Bandy Gym are still slated for January, during which a portion of 
the downstairs space will be retrofitted into a larger and more 
commodious fitness center. The new Brown Continuing Education 
Building is slightly behind schedule because of the weather but 
coming along nonetheless. And we are still in the process of 
collecting information on a potential parking deck project. 

Please remember that my fall semester “cracker barrel” session for 
any interested faculty and staff is scheduled for Friday, September 
16 at 12:30 pm in the Conasauga Room. I look forward to the 
opportunity to interact with you during that time regarding matters 
of interest. 

That’s about it for now. 

Yours in Flower Power, 

JAB 

Student Activities 

September 1 Free Barbecue 
5:00 - 6:30 pm 
Student Center Picnic Area 

September 12 Comedian Arvin Mitchell 
10:30 am, Student Center 

September 17 Constitution Day 
September 19 Segways 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm, Student Center 
September 19 Janisse Ray Lecture 

7:30 pm, Memorial Hall 
September 26 Singer Chris Cauley 

10:30 am, Student Center 

What’s on tap this month? 
Click here for the September calendar > > 

Scene Around Campus 

Michael Masters stands in front of Dalton State’s new police 
“cruiser.” 

Continuing Education’s Andrea Everett and Pam Partain 
hold the first issue of Focus, the new course listing for CE 
classes. 

Russell Bobbitt, 
a Dalton State 
sophomore, 
will represent 
the United States 
in the 80th 
International 
Six Days Enduro 
motorcycle 
competition in 
Slovakia this 
month. 


