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October Birthdays

Nettie HendersonNettie HendersonNettie HendersonNettie HendersonNettie Henderson
Payroll/Personnel Assistant

How old will you be on thisHow old will you be on thisHow old will you be on thisHow old will you be on thisHow old will you be on this
birthday?birthday?birthday?birthday?birthday?
The big “50,” and proud of it.

Where did you grow up?Where did you grow up?Where did you grow up?Where did you grow up?Where did you grow up?
In Dalton, very near Dalton
High School. The roads were
all dirt way back then.
However, Waugh Street
replaced the road I lived on,

(continued . . . on page 2)

Pianist Joe Chapman to appear in
An Evening with Chopin on October 13

1 Chris Bedwell
Judith Dombroski

4 Terry Bailey
5 Jackie Reed
6 Lamar Fair
12 Judy Cornett
13 Kelley Mahoney
17 Mary Pepper
18 Lavada Kilgore

Keith Perry
19 Henry Codjoe
20 Angela Harris

Penny Jones
24 Kent Harrelson
26 Karen Hemphill

Nettie Henderson
28 Geoff Poor

Judith Weber
29 Marsha Mathews

Lisa Peden
Lorena Sins

31 Rosa Melendres
Mary Jo Vaughn

The Monthly Tattler
by Dr. Jim Burran

Birthday Spotlight

From the “Fantasie Impromptu”
to the “Military Polonaise,” pianist Joe
Chapman will perform time-honored
favorites celebrating the life and music
of Frederic Chopin in an upcoming
concert at Dalton State College.

An Evening with Chopin will
showcase the talents of concert pianist
Chapman on Thursday, October 13,
at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of
Memorial Hall on campus. The event
is free and open to the public.

The concert will feature two of
Chopin’s most virtuosic etudes, the
“Revolutionary” and the “Winter
Wind,” and will conclude with
“Andante Spianato” and “Grande
Polonaise Brillante.”

Dr. Chapman has performed
in the United States and eight foreign
countries as a pianist, conductor,
vocalist, and accompanist. He has
presented numerous solo piano
recitals in Georgia and throughout
the southeast, including programs
for public radio and television.

Beyond his expertise on the
keyboard, Dr. Chapman is also
active as an arranger and composer.
His music has been performed by
choirs and bands from elementary
schools to universities to churches
and community ensembles in North
America, Europe, and Africa.

As Professor and Coordinator
of Music at North Georgia College
and State University in Dahlonega,
Dr. Chapman serves as Director of
Keyboard Studies and Coordinator
of the NGCSU All American Piano
Celebration.

He also serves as the minister
of music at Bethlehem Baptist
Church and director of the Dawson
Community Chorale. He has served
as president of the Georgia Music
Teachers Association.

Joe Chapman will perform on Thursday, October 13, in
Memorial Hall. This year’s theme is An Evening with Chopin.
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Boo! Halloween is right around the corner, and after that the
holiday season. My, how time does fly. Well, I have some good
news and some bad news. Let’s get the bad out of the way right
up front.

1.  Preliminary figures show that our first-time entering, full-time
degree seeking freshman to sophomore retention rates have
actually declined, from 63 percent Fall 2003-Fall 2004 to 57
percent Fall 2004-Fall 2005.  This is not what you call progress.
Henry Codjoe is in the process of crunching the numbers and
surveying the non-returners to see what patterns emerge, after
which I will have more to report.  Meanwhile, the Retention
Committee and other interested parties will be called to action
for recommendations on how best to move forward once the
research data is in hand. Unless we can influence a reversal of
this trend and effect positive change over time, the various
consequences of lifeless retention rates will not be pleasant,
especially when budget time rolls around. Just a heads up at
this juncture, but in time all of us will be involved in the
retention conversation.

2.  On a brighter note, I am pleased to report that last Friday the
DSC Foundation completed the purchase of the Wood Valley
Apartment complex. As you know, this property lies between the
Technical Building and the new Continuing Education Building,
and will ultimately provide additional growth capacity for the

(continued . . . on page 3)



Nettie Henderson
(continued . . .)

DDDDDrrrrr. M. M. M. M. Marsha Marsha Marsha Marsha Marsha Matheatheatheatheathewswswswsws, Assistant Professor of
English, presented original poetry at the Southern
Women Writers and World Conference at Berry
College on Thursday, September 22. She read
“Cotton Whispers,” poems on border crossings from
her collection We Whoop & Holler, Stomp Mud
& Rise Above the Bog. Among the poems she
shared was “The Rise Above the Water,” which
appears in Pembroke and won both the Charles
Hosmer Morse Poetry Prize and the California
Poets Pen Prize.

Dr. Mathews is currently writing a novel, Red
Feather Rising, in which a 17-year-old athlete and
honor student seeks to understand how to cope
once she has murdered her father. With her
colleague, Dr. Roschelle Mears, Instructor in
Spanish, Dr. Mathews is coauthoring the book
Changing Faces: Dalton Immigrants Reach for the
American Dream.

Dr. Donna Mayo, Chair of  the Division of
Business Administration, Dr. Marilyn Helms,
Professor of Management and Sesquicentennial
Chair, and Kenny Jih (of  Middle Tennessee State
University) coauthored a paper on the “Effects
of Knowledge Management on Electronic
Commerce: An Exploratory Study in Taiwan,
(2005).” The article appears in the Journal of
Global Information Management, 13(4), October-
December, pages 1-24.

Other articles coauthored by Dr. Helms include
“Management Science: Current Educational
Trends and Jobs in the Field, 2005).” University
of  Tennessee at Chattanooga’s  Mo Ahmadi and
Kathryn Copeland were her coauthors. This article
appeared in the Scientific Journal of Administrative
Development, Vol. 3, June, 56-78.  She collaborated
also with Lawrence Ettkin and Matthew Gordon
of  UTC and Dr. Joe Baxter, Associate Professor
of Management Information Systems. Their
article is entitled “Managerial Implications of
Target Costing (2005),” and it appeared in the
Competitiveness Review, 15(1), 49-56.

Dr. Helms presented a program on “Leadership
Styles and Profiles” to the Leadership Walker
County Class of 2005-06 in September.

Campus Watch

Dr. Marsha Mathews

Dr. Roschelle Mears

Dr. Donna Mayo

Dr.Marilyn Helms

Dr. Joe Baxter
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and our house is now gone. I walked
to school, all except for fourth grade.

What do you like best about yourWhat do you like best about yourWhat do you like best about yourWhat do you like best about yourWhat do you like best about your
job?job?job?job?job?
I like meeting new people. I’ve been
here over five years, and I process
payroll, distribute payroll checks,
and distribute timesheets.

What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?
It would have to be Gone With the
Wind, the first movie I ever saw at
the Wink Theatre.

Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?
My sweet husband, Kendall (who
turns 50 on October 18), and our
five sons, our four daughters-in-law,
and four grandchildren. A fifth
grandchild is on the way – I’m hoping
for twins. I also have two brothers
and five sisters, and a number of
nieces and nephews. It’s great to be
from such a large family.

What are your favorite hobbies?What are your favorite hobbies?What are your favorite hobbies?What are your favorite hobbies?What are your favorite hobbies?
I enjoy knitting, shopping, and
spending time with my grandchildren,
Gaige, Chloe, Briana, and Jaxson.

What has been your favoriteWhat has been your favoriteWhat has been your favoriteWhat has been your favoriteWhat has been your favorite
vacation?vacation?vacation?vacation?vacation?
This past July we went on our first
cruise to Bar Harbor, Maine, and
Halifax, Nova Scotia. We went with
17 family members celebrating a
family member’s 50th wedding
anniversary. We had an unforgettable
time and are ready to go again.
Anyone who wants to contribute to
my next cruise – please send cash!

If you were stranded on a desertIf you were stranded on a desertIf you were stranded on a desertIf you were stranded on a desertIf you were stranded on a desert
island, whom would you take withisland, whom would you take withisland, whom would you take withisland, whom would you take withisland, whom would you take with
you and why?you and why?you and why?you and why?you and why?
My husband because I know he
would take care of me.

What words of wisdom would youWhat words of wisdom would youWhat words of wisdom would youWhat words of wisdom would youWhat words of wisdom would you
give to our new students?give to our new students?give to our new students?give to our new students?give to our new students?
Follow your dreams. The sky’s the
limit.T
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Student Activities

October 3 Joe and Lefty Spray Can Art
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Student Center

October 10 ThinkFast Gameshow
10:30 am, Student Center

October 13 Pianist Joe Chapman
7:30 pm, Memorial Hall

October 24 Singer Javier Mendoza
10:30 am, Student Center

October 27 Family Fall Festival
Costume contest, games, prizes,
pictures and more! Admission:
One canned food item for the
Salvation Army or one unwrapped
toy (per family) for Toys for Tots
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

October 31 TRON Laser Tag
9:00 am -  2:00 pm, Bandy Gym

Scene Around Campus

Carol Burton and Lane
Davies, the original
Mason Capwell from
NBC’s Santa Barbara,
are preparing for Fallfest
2005 in Amicalola Falls
near Dawsonville,
Georgia. Fallfest will
take place October 30 –
November 2. Davies will
be on hand to lead an
“Essential Shakespeare”
seminar.

Dalton State College students, faculty, and staff recently submitted
$2600 to the American Red Cross to assist with hurricane relief.
The funds consisted of $2100 in proceeds from a campus-wide
yard sale and $500 in cash donations. Pictured are, from left:
Amber Kresl, DSC student; Theresa Kresl, Assistant Director of
Student Activities; Sonya Maney, DSC Admissions Specialist
who spearheaded the yard sale; and student Juterh Nmah.
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College. The apartments will continue to do business as usual
for at least two years, maybe longer, before any change occurs,
so don’t look for bulldozers anytime soon. This purchase is
clearly strategic in nature, and is an excellent representation
of what an active foundation can mean to the life of a college
or university.

3.  Finally, around mid-October our brand new Dalton State
Magazine will appear. This publication takes the place of the
Connections tabloid as our chief print piece for educating the
larger community, and I hope you will like it. Appearing twice
a year, in October and April, Dalton State Magazine will help
elevate the visibility of the College throughout the region and
among our many external stakeholders, and will feature the
good things that you are accomplishing. Once you’ve had a
chance to take a look at it, I would be interested in any
feedback you might wish to offer.

That’s about it for now.  More in November.

Yours in Flower Power,

JAB

The Monthly Tattler
(continued)

What’s on tap this month?
Click here for the October calendar > >

Transitions
Welcome to:
Tricia Rafey

Administrative Assistant
Business Administration

In case
you’re
wondering,
this familiar
“mug” around
campus is
Albert, who
belongs to
the Carol
Yim
family.

http://www.daltonstate.edu/cgi-bin/cal/webevent.cgi?cmd=listmonth&y=2005&m=10&d=3&cal=cal2&token=&sb=1&cf=list&lc=listweek&swe=1&set=1&sa=1&sort=m,e,t&ws=0&sib=1&de=1&tf=0

