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David ElrodDavid ElrodDavid ElrodDavid ElrodDavid Elrod
Director of the

DSC Foundation

What is your age on thisWhat is your age on thisWhat is your age on thisWhat is your age on thisWhat is your age on this
birthday?birthday?birthday?birthday?birthday?
Thirty nine. Really.

What do you like best aboutWhat do you like best aboutWhat do you like best aboutWhat do you like best aboutWhat do you like best about
your job?your job?your job?your job?your job?
The various people I have the
pleasure of working with and
getting to know: the Board of
Trustees, the faculty and staff on
campus, our donors, and other
institutional stakeholders in the
northwest Georgia region.

What are your hobbies?What are your hobbies?What are your hobbies?What are your hobbies?What are your hobbies?
I like to spend as much time as(continued . . . on page 3)
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     Dalton State College’s 39th annual graduation
ceremony will take place on Friday, May 4, at the
Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center.
The ceremony will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will
feature a graduating senior, Azucena Rodriguez, as
the commencement speaker.
     A record number of students, more than 580, are
expected to graduate this spring from Dalton State’s
bachelor’s, associate, and certificate programs; about
half of that number is expected to participate in
the ceremony.
     The commencement speaker this year is a
graduating senior, Azucena Rodriguez, who is a
candidate for a Bachelor of Social Work degree.
     Azucena plans to talk about the difference
pursuing an education has made in her life.
     “Before, I couldn’t get out and explore the world
because I didn’t have the tools,” says the 27-year-
old. “But now, I feel like I can go out and contribute
to the betterment of the world and do many things
I’ve always wanted to do.”
     Azucena hopes to work for the Department of
Family and Children Services after graduation. She
plans to one day pursue a master’s degree in Social
Work as well.
     “What I have learned in College has changed my
life. I have learned to value cultural diversity. I have

Azucena Rodriguez

Let me begin this month’s installment of the Monthly
Tattler by thanking you, both individually and
collectively, for a successful and productive 2006-07
academic year.  We’ve made significant progress on a
number of fronts across campus, and in the meantime
enrolled a record number of students and produced a
record number of graduates.  For your many
contributions to our common enterprise,  please
accept my congratulations.  For those who will be
part of the summer landscape, I look forward to
visiting with you from time to time.  For those who
are taking the summer off, I hope you will enjoy a
relaxing and enjoyable break.

Now for our DSC Trivia question.  Remember that
the first person to email me with the correct response
wins a $25 certificate to one of the area’s more
noteworthy eateries.  Which member of the
Technical Division’s faculty can do a cartwheel andT
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stand on his/her head?  I suspect this talent
might come in handy when class discussion
begins to drag.

For those who might benefit from a reality
check, fall semester begins in just a little over
3 months; the faculty retreat will take place
on August 13, and here it is May 3!  Between
now and then, of course, will come summer
semester, where we are looking for around
2,000 students.  In addition, we will open the
new Fitness Center in Bandy Gym in
conjunction with the beginning of fall semester,
which means considerable preparation this
summer.  And the College’s Emergency Plan
Committee has been asked to provide
recommendations by June 1 on additional

(continued . . . on page 3)

learned to value human dignity and I have
learned that I have a mission to help others
in making their dreams come true.
     “But most importantly, I’ve learned that
no matter how hard it seems to accomplish
one’s dreams and goals, and no matter how
many barriers there may be, that believing
in those dreams is what will make them
come true.



Campus Watch
On April 17th, Ms. Roschelle L. BautistaMs. Roschelle L. BautistaMs. Roschelle L. BautistaMs. Roschelle L. BautistaMs. Roschelle L. Bautista, Instructor in Spanish, was the featured speaker for
the National Hispanic Honor Society Induction Ceremony at Ringgold High School.

An article by DDDDDrrrrr. . . . . WWWWWes Des Des Des Des Davisavisavisavisavis, Associate Professor of English, was published in the Journal of
the Assembly for Teaching English Grammar, a periodical affiliated with the National Council
of Teachers of English. The title of the article is “The Effects of Christensen’s Generative
Rhetoric of a Sentence on the Overall Quality and Number of Complex Sentences in College
Freshmen’s Writing.”

DDDDDrrrrr. K. K. K. K. Kent Hent Hent Hent Hent Harrarrarrarrarrelson, elson, elson, elson, elson, Associate Professor of English, presented a paper at the Teaching Matters
Conference, sponsored by Gordon College, entitled “The Importance of Context in Teaching
Literature.”

DDDDDrrrrr. M. M. M. M. Marsha Marsha Marsha Marsha Marsha Matheatheatheatheathewswswswsws, Assistant Professor of English, participated in the 32nd Annual Sandhills
Writers Conference at Augusta State University. She presented a humorous poem, “Kidnapping
Mary,” from her Appalachian Series. Poet Lola Haskins critiqued a ten-page manuscript of Dr.
Mathew’s poetry. Her manuscript received Second Place for Poetry in the Sandhills Writers
Competition. During the conference, Dr. Mathews also met with novelist Allen Wier, who
critiqued the opening of her novel-in-progress, Blood Feather, making suggestions for revision.

The Song of Atlanta Show Chorus, for which Payroll Supervisor Ms. FMs. FMs. FMs. FMs. Faith Maith Maith Maith Maith Miller iller iller iller iller has served
as Vice President and a member of the Regional Management Team for Sweet Adeline choruses,
recently won regional competition and will be competing in International Competition in
October of 2008.

In March, DDDDDrrrrr. . . . . TTTTTom Mom Mom Mom Mom Mullenullenullenullenullen, Associate Professor of Political Science, gave a talk at the Rotary
Club entitled, “Syria and Iran: The Middle East’s Odd Couple.” In early April, he presented a
paper called “Oliver Stone’s Alexander: Despotic Tyrant or Enlightened Administrator,” at the
annual meeting of the Popular Culture Association in Boston. He also presented a Brown Bag
Luncheon on campus on the subject of “Teaching Like a Pro,” a follow-up to a Chautauqua
Seminar  he took in 2005 at the University of Washington.

DDDDDrrrrr. M. M. M. M. Mararararary Ny Ny Ny Ny Nielsenielsenielsenielsenielsen, Chair of the Division of Humanities, presented a paper on “Focusing
Attention: Some Simple Classroom Strategies” at the Teaching Matters Conference held at
Gordon College recently.
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The Tattler (continued)

possible with my son, Roman, and
collect books by and about Winston
Churchill.

WhatWhatWhatWhatWhat’’’’’s ys ys ys ys your favour favour favour favour favorite homecookedorite homecookedorite homecookedorite homecookedorite homecooked
meal?meal?meal?meal?meal?
My wife’s chili and my Mama’s
chicken and dressing.

Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?Whom do you call family?
My wife, Eaddy, our son, Roman,
who will be three in May, and two
cats, Scooter and Murphy.

What has been your favoriteWhat has been your favoriteWhat has been your favoriteWhat has been your favoriteWhat has been your favorite
vacation?vacation?vacation?vacation?vacation?
St. Petersburg, Russia, last February.
My wife and I had just seen Roman
(the little boy we were going to
adopt) for the first time and then
went to St. Petersburg for a week on
our way back home. It was the
coldest winter in Russia in 50 years,
so there were no tourists. Everything
was snowy white, there were no
lines, and we saw everything we
wanted to.

Of what are you most proud?Of what are you most proud?Of what are you most proud?Of what are you most proud?Of what are you most proud?
Personally, our son, Roman.
Professionally, the Fulfilling the
Vision Campaign and what it will
mean for the future of Dalton State.

What is your favorite book?What is your favorite book?What is your favorite book?What is your favorite book?What is your favorite book?
Up in the Old Hotel by Joseph
Mitchell. It’s a collection of his
pieces for the New Yorker magazine
during the mid-twentieth century.
Mitchell was a superb literary
craftsman.

What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?What is your favorite movie?
The Untouchables with Sean
Connery, Kevin Costner, and Robert
DeNiro. Prohibition, gangsters,
Chicago in the 1930s - what more
could you want?

What will you do when you retire?What will you do when you retire?What will you do when you retire?What will you do when you retire?What will you do when you retire?
Move to the beach and take a walk
in the sand with my wife every
morning and every night.

safety and security measures in light of the Virginia Tech tragedy.  This will give us time to
implement at least some of these measures by the time fall semester begins.

At this Friday’s graduation festivities, try not to be surprised if the proceedings run a little
over an hour in length.  With larger numbers of graduates each year, our time-honored
tradition of an hour start-to-finish is coming under more intense pressure.  We may have as
many as 300 participating graduates this time, so we’ll just keep moving as expeditiously as
possible.  And don’t forget to take the campus shuttle up to the Trade Center; it will start
running at 5:00 pm from in front of Westcott.  Faculty members are to be in place by 6:00
pm in order to get lined up, so please plan accordingly.

That’s about it for now.

Yours in Flower Power,

JAB

Onward, mighty Blue and Silver,
Emblem fair of DSC!
Stand we on your firm foundations,
Minds and skills and lives made free.

Depth of valley, strength of mountains,
Lamp of learning on life’s highway
Dalton State College, our Alma Mater,
Close within our hearts you’ll stay.

Tune:  Hyfrydol

Onward, Mighty Blue and SilverOnward, Mighty Blue and SilverOnward, Mighty Blue and SilverOnward, Mighty Blue and SilverOnward, Mighty Blue and Silver

And for those of you who may not haveAnd for those of you who may not haveAnd for those of you who may not haveAnd for those of you who may not haveAnd for those of you who may not have
yyyyyet havet havet havet havet have committed it to memore committed it to memore committed it to memore committed it to memore committed it to memoryyyyy...............


