
December Birthdays
2 Rodney Bailey
 Leslie Collins
3 Emma Cooley
 Carol Gavagan
5 Joe Hall
 Sandy Ott
 Alice Spradley
7 Richard Collison
 Lelia Mullis
9 Linda LaChapelle
10 Shawntay Simones
11 Billie Precise
12 Marilyn Fitzpatrick
13 Judy McEntyre
 Mike Doyle
 Janet Hayes
14 Benny Bridges
 Linda Wheeler
15 Trish Rafey
16 Steve Brannon
 Don Mroz
17 Michael Masters
 Barbara Tucker
19 Mary Nielsen
20 Robert Ford
 Christian Griggs
25 Melissa Blevins
 Robert Culp
 Michael Gravitt
27 Kim McCroskey
 Sherry Riley
28 Kerry Dunbar
 Glenda Pileggi
29 Kim Crews
31 Monte Salyer
 Josh Wilson
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Construction is moving ahead on Dalton State’s new Technical Arts Center, which is located 
adjacent to the Whitfield County Career Academy. As the first University System satellite facility 
to be built on a high school campus, the new facility is part of a larger plan to provide more 
avenues by which people can enter college. The 18,000 square foot building will have nine 
classrooms, a computer lab, a general purpose lab, and nine faculty/staff offices. The facility 
is expected to be completed in about six months, with classes kicking off full force in August 
of 2010.

Important Dates for December

Wednesday, December 9
Holiday Lunch for Faculty-Staff 

Drop-in for a light lunch: 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., James E. Brown Center, Room 105

Saturday, December 12 – End of Fall Semester classes

Monday, December 14 – Grades due to Enrollment Services by noon

Wednesday through Sunday, December 23 through January 3 – College closed
Have a safe and happy holiday!

Don’t miss this! 
Blues artist extraordinaire E. G. Kight will perform Tuesday evening, 
December 1, at 7:30 p.m. in Goodroe Auditorium. Join us for rich vocals, 
intriguing acoustic guitar work, and humorous stories of life in the south!

Dalton State students represent over fifty of the 
world’s countries, with flags representing those countries 

displayed in Pope Student Center. In an effort to present the 
flags their best advantage, new display units, hand-made 

by a local craftsman, have been arranged along the 
perimeter of the building’s lower level. 

Flags find a home

Trish Rafey

Birthday Spotlight

How long have you been employed here?
I just started my fifth year here at DSC.

What is your title and what are your job 
responsibilities? My official title is Faculty 
Operations Coordinator and Administrative 
Assistant for the School of Business. I also 
assist with the AACSB accreditation process.

(Continued on page 2)



Retired Dean of the School of Social Work and Professor of Social Work 
Dr. David Boyle presented a paper at the 21st Annual Conference of the 
National Association of Social Workers (NASW), Georgia Chapter, on 
October 23 in Atlanta. The presentation, “How Do We Know that Foreign 
Study is Effective?,” examined ten years of data from brief, intensive 
immersion experiences originally developed by Dr. Boyle while he was at 
the University of Georgia. Results from the study indicate important gains 
on all measures of Spanish language and cultural competence skills. 

Dr. Baogang Guo, Associate Professor of Political Science, had the first
two books of a five-part series entitled Challenges Facing Chinese Political 
Development published in November. The first, Toward Better Governance 
in China: An Unconventional Pathway of Political Reform, deals with 
administrative reform in China and was coedited with Dennis Hickey. 
The second, Greater China in an Era of Globalization, examines the exact 
meaning of Chinese globalization and its implications for a greater China 
and the rest of the world and was coedited with Sujian Guo. Dr. Guo is 
in the process of completing the three additional books in the series, all 
of which are scheduled to be published early in 2010.

Dean of the School of Technology, Dr. Charles D. Johnson, presented
“Conflict Management: The Holy Grail for Organizational Effectiveness” 
during the annual convention of the Association for Career and Technical 
Education which was held in Nashville, Tennessee, November 19-21. 

Dr. Marsha Mathews, Associate Professor of English, has two poems, 
“First Time Around the Bend” and “Watermelon Festival,” forthcoming 
in Third Wednesday, edited by Laurence W. Thomas. In addition, her poem 
“Seascape” appears in the current issue of Melusine, or Woman of the 21st 
Century, which was edited by Janelle Elyse Khlstrom. The poem may be 
found at: http://www.melusine21cent.com/mag/node/117.

Professor of Psychology Dr. Christy Price presented a faculty develop-
ment workshop on her Engaging the Millennial Learner research at 
Georgia Gwinnett College on November 13.

A book entitled Latino Education in the U.S. edited by Dr. Lourdes Diaz 
Soto, Goizueta Endowed Chair, is being in published in paperback by 
Rowman & Littlefield Education.

Campus Watch
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Trish Rafey (continued from page 1)

What do you like best about your job? I really 
enjoy the professionalism of the faculty I work with 
directly. It is the professionalism and high quality 
that they bring to the School of Business that makes 
working here rewarding.

Where did you grow up and where have you lived?
I was born in Camden, New Jersey, but I was raised 
in Manchester, New Hampshire.

Whom do you call family? My family includes my 
husband of 14 years, Phil, our 12-year-old twin boys, 
Michael and Luke, and our Golden Retriever, Kaylin.

What you do like to do in your spare time? 
My family and I enjoying Geocaching and getting 
out in nature.

Do you have a favorite home-cooked meal or 
favorite local dining spot? Although I cook at home 
most of the time, I do like to go to Moe’s at least 
once a week.

Do you have a favorite book or author?
My favorite author is Barbara Taylor Bradford who 
wrote the Woman of Substance series.

If you were stranded on a desert island and could
only take one item? What would it be? The Bible.

That of which you are the most proud?
I am most proud of my kids. With their Pathfinder 
group (our Church’s version of Boy Scouts) and 
being starting players on the varsity basketball team, 
they still manage to pull straight As.

What words of wisdom would you give to 
students these days? If you have the opportunity 
to travel overseas, do it. The experience is worth 
more than books could teach you.

If you were not working here, what would you be 
doing? I would most likely be working in a Ministry 
working with television to spread God’s word.

What will you do when you retire? I will try to 
travel back to England to revisit the places I 
experienced while going to school there in college.

Dr. Marilyn Helms, Sesquicentennial Endowed Chair 
and Professor of Management, pictured right, traveled to 

Tunnel Hill recently to teach Ms. Kelly Mardis’s second 
grade class the difference between unit production and 

assembly line production by simulating the production of 
donuts for a Junior Achievement module entitled 

“Our Community.” “The most fun,” according 
to Dr. Helms, “came at the end of the lesson

when the children were treated to real donuts!”


