
Mark your calendars! The College’s 
official SACs site visit is scheduled 
for September 18-20, 2012. 

Between now and that visit,
all College stakeholders will be 
thoroughly versed in what the 
reaffirmation process requires,
including the College mission
and the content and purpose of 
our Quality Enhancement Plan–
“Improving Academic Success of 
High Risk Students through 
Learning Support English.” 

As a first step, an attention-getting, 
pithy title will be created for our 
QEP. If you have not already done 
so, please vote for your choice at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
KJ5ZPJK. The winning title will 
be announced during the second 
week of March. 

In addition, look for recently 
finalized QEP student learning 
outcomes, institutional objectives, 
and minutes of QEP committee 
deliberations to be posted later 
this month on the Institutional 
Research and Planning pages of 
the campus web site. n
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Launching the Ambitious Plan

Two weeks ago, Dalton State College unveiled its ten-year, 
three-phase Campus Master Plan designed to grow and develop 
our campus to serve a projected enrollment of 8,000 students.

Last week, work began to transform that plan into reality.

Monday morning, four members of the Board of Regents’ Real 
Estate and Planning office were in Dalton to discuss options for 
implementing our vision for the campus over the next decade.  
It begins, of course, with the construction of a new 61,000 square foot academic building that 
has been approved by the BOR but not yet funded. The building will include labs and general 
classroom space. The rooms will be of varying sizes that can accommodate small seminar-style 
classes to large lecture classes. 

Design funds of $1.3 million were appropriated by the Legislature last session, and architects are 
completing a draft proposal for the building which had the input of faculty, administrators and 
students. We remain very hopeful that lawmakers will fund the project (estimated to cost $14.5 
million to build), if not this year then next so that construction can finally begin on this badly 
needed classroom space.

The academic building will be funded through the sale of general obligation bonds issued by the 
state. During this time of economic recession, the state has limited the amount of bond-financed 
construction in order to keep Georgia’s bond rating high, thus making the state more attractive 
for economic development purposes. We understand this conservative approach, but we are ready 
for our building to be constructed.

Construction of residence halls on the south end of the campus will begin around the same time 
–or perhaps sooner–than the academic building, and we expect that project to go much faster.  

Funding for construction of residence halls will be accomplished either through a private/public 
venture with the Dalton State College Foundation or through the Georgia Higher Education 
Facilities Authority (GHEFA) which bundles revenue-generating projects (residence halls, parking 
decks) of the University System together and finances them through the sale of revenue bonds. 
Qualifying projects must have a dedicated revenue stream for repayment, such as rent from 
housing. The $6 million parking deck at Dalton State was a part of the System’s original GHEFA 
project; bond payments are derived from student parking fees.

There is an additional advantage to funding residence halls as a GHEFA project: time lines are 
dramatically shortened. What previously might have taken five years to occupancy can be reduced 
to as little as 15 months through GHEFA. By bundling projects from across the University 
System, we accelerate planning, design, and construction, focus decision-making at the institu-
tional level, streamline bureaucracy, and take advantage of alternative delivery methods.

Dr. John Schwenn

(Continued on page 2)
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Other aspects of the first phase of the Campus Master Plan could also be candidates for GHEFA,
such as construction of an expanded Pope Student Center. More residential students on campus 
will require additional resources as we develop Dalton State into the dynamic collegiate environ-
ment students tell us they want it to be. Expanded services for dining, meetings, study, and other 
activities will require us to nearly double the space of the existing Student Center, with student fees
covering the cost of financing both an expanded Student Center and enhanced recreation facilities. 

Additional space for recreation will also be part of phase one of the Master Plan, and important 
questions will need to be answered. Will athletics be played on campus or elsewhere in the 
community? Do we add another basketball court to the Bandy Gymnasium? Do we fill in the pool 
to create more space for fitness machines and activities such as yoga and weight training? Results 
from a study on athletic services at Dalton State will help provide direction to our developing 
recreation program.

Implementation of phase one of the three-phase Campus Master Plan will help us create an 
infrastructure for the vibrant campus life that students–and others—have indicated they want 
for Dalton State. We are anxious to get started! n

Launching the Ambitious Plan (Continued from page 1)

For many students, the Office of Enrollment and Student Services is both the first and final 
point of contact with the College. From before matriculation, when students first hear about 
Dalton State from recruiters visiting their high schools; while enrolled, when they rely on the 
College for academic, IT, financial, residential, and personal support; and beyond graduation, 
when alumni need transcripts for graduate school and employment, the Office of Enrollment 
and Student Services offers a continuum of services.

“I am proud of the range and level of service provided by each of our departments,” said Ms. 
Jodi Johnson, Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services, “and along with the staff, 
I look forward to continuous improvement through all aspects of our operations.”   

Enrollment-related services are located in the Westcott Building:
• The Office of Admission handles recruitment activities, provides advice and information, and
processes applications. (Dr. Angela Harris, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment and Student
Services and Director of Admission)

March Snapshot:
 

Enrollment and 
Student Services

(Continued on page 3)

Extreme... Joy!
One of the many lucky volunteers who 
helped the crew from Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition build a new house (in seven 
days) for the Sharrock family of Rossville 
was Ms. Regina Ray, Assistant Professor of 
Reading, and she was not disappointed.

Designed to help the family of nine-year 
old Patrick Sharrock, who has brittle bone 
disease, the Extreme Makeover team rolled 
into Rossville in February with thousands 
of volunteers, donors, and well wishers. 

“There were many more applicants for 
volunteer slots than the production team 
needed,” said Ray, “so I was very happy to 
be selected, and the experience exceeded 
my expectations.”

Although Ray has worked with Habitat for 
Humanity, she’s not a professional, so she
was assigned to unskilled jobs in a six-hour
time slot that ran from 2 to 8 pm on 
February 15. Her assignments ranged from 
picking up construction debris to checking 
security badges to helping a “spirit squad” 
encourage the other workers. 

“I think it’s great for our students to have
the opportunity to see us out in the
community,” said Ray, who had two of
her students go to the build site to watch
the home’s progress. This episode will air at
the end of April on WRCB-TV, Channel 3.
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Snapshot: Academic and Student Services (continued from page 2)

• The Office of Financial Aid provides information and advice regarding financial aid and Veteran 
benefits, processes applications, administers scholarships and loans, and oversees the College’s compliance 
with state and federal financial aid regulations. (Ms. Carol Jones, Director)
• The Office of the Registrar organizes semester schedules and course offerings; maintains all student 
academic records, produces transcripts, processes graduation applications, and verifies that course 
requirements have been met for degree completion. (Ms. Pat Kresl, Registrar) 

• Academic Resources is located in the Pope Student Center and provides support for student exploration 
in academics, career, and self through academic assistance and personal enrichment workshops. 
(Ms. Linda Wheeler, Director)
     • Academic Advising (LIA 107) provides assistance with course selection and registration, helps 
     with the transition to college by explaining policies and expectations, checks students’ academic 
     progress and refers them to appropriate resources as needed. (Ms. Amy Schmidt, Director) 
     • Counseling and Career Services (Pope) offers personal, career, and academic counseling, 
     personal enrichment workshops, and employment resources (Ms. Kristi Hart, Coordinator); 
     • Disability Support Services (Pope) coordinates services needed to provide equal access for all
     students to the programs, facilities, and services of the College. (Ms. Andrea Roberson, Coordinator)  
     • First Year Experience and Peer Education (Pope) coordinates FYES 1000, a two-credit, 
     institutional requirement course for all first-time, full-time students which is designed to create 
     communities of learning to assist new students as they transition to college, and oversees group 
     and individual peer instructions services. (Ms. Jodi Trost, Coordinator)  
     • Testing Center (LIA 103) coordinates all standardized testing and administers tests requiring 
     accommodations. (Ms. Cathy Jackson, Testing Specialist)

• Student life services are located as noted and include:
     • Campus Recreation Department (Bandy Gymnasium 104) organizes and oversees a varied
     intramural program designed to meet the needs and interests of all students, manages the 
     College Fitness Center, and oversees use of Bandy Gymnasium (Mr. Garrett Burgner, Director) 
     • Residence Life (Wood Valley C-14) oversees all aspects of student housing and provides general
     supervision and emergency assistance to residents, and works to integrate residence living into the 
     total educational experience by providing opportunities for leadership, socialization, and learning 
     outside of the classroom. (Ms. Kristen Wentworth, Director of Residence Life and Judicial Affairs) 
     • Student Activities (Pope 107) plans and coordinates New Student Orientation sessions; 
     administers a full program of co-curricular activities, including events, entertainment, and field trips; 
     provides support and oversight for over 40 clubs and organizations; promotes student leadership 
     opportunities through the Student Activities Council (SAC) and the Campus Activities Board (CAB); 
     and promotes civic engagement and service learning by providing opportunities for students to apply
     skills and knowledge acquired in the classroom to real-life situations. (Ms. Jami Hall, Director);

• The Office of Computing and Information Services (OCIS) (Memorial 103) is responsible for the 
management and support of all computing, networking, and information technology services at Dalton 
State College, as well as all hardware and software applications, internet access, student computer labs, 
and faculty and staff training. (Mr. Terry Bailey, Director) n

March Birthdays
2  Cicero Bruce
3 William Massingill
5 Vickie Adkison
 Fernando Garcia
 Kristie Winston
6 Elaine Bray
8 Celeste Humphrey
 Ann Taylor
 Laraine Teasley
9 Barry Peyton
11 Joe Jackson
13 Hassan Elnajjar
14 Randall Griffus
16 Brenda McMurray
17 Tracey May
17 Susan West
18 Paula Alotta
 William Groves
 Charlie Mariney
21 James Stacey
 Gary Walker
22 Reed Krause
25 Mary Delgado
28 Lisa Hunt
 Harold Jones
29 Holli Goodwin
30 Richard Hambrock
31  Freddie Smith

Birthday Spotlight

Ms. Vickie Atkison
Office Manager/Customer Service 
Supervisor for Enrollment Services

What do people on campus not 
know about what you do? 
I came here last July after over ten 
years at Kennesaw State, so most 
people don’t know me yet, and some 
of the things that I do now are new 
to me also. I am a member of the 
Admission Committee, which
is responsible for interviewing 

Continued on page 5
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Ms. Donna Lee Davis, Assistant Director of Student Activities, recently presented at the Florida Association of Student Councils’ 
(FASC) annual state conference in Pace, Florida. Her presentation on time management and balance, “Tick Tock: Managing the 
Time on Your Clock,” had student leaders participate in several hands-on projects to help them better understand how they spend 
their time and to give them strategies for making better time-related decisions so they can continue to be successful students as they 
transition into the college environment. 

At the 42nd Annual Georgia College Personnel Association’s (GCPA) state conference in Athens, Georgia, Dalton State won big 
with its collaborative pre-freshmen project, the Summer Bridge Program, winning the Outstanding Student Learning Program 
Award. Hosted out of the Office of Student Activities since 2007 and currently coordinated by Ms. Shawntay Simones, 
Coordinator for Civic Engagement and Service Learning, the program was selected as an innovative model of supporting students 
with academic and social adjustment leading to increased retention through the combined efforts of many campus offices, especially 
Academic Affairs and Student Services. Congratulations to everyone on campus who is a part of making this program a success. 

Also at GCPA, Ms. Jami Hall, Director of Student Activities, Donna Lee Davis, and Shawntay Simones presented on the 
Summer Bridge Program in their presentation “Student Affairs and Academic Affairs: Bridging the Gap,” provided information 
on the history and importance of pre-freshmen programs, explained the current program’s components and partnerships, 
presented statistical data on program participant success through their college years, and discussed future plans for the program.

Dr. Marilyn Helms, Sesquicentennial Chair and Professor of Management, has received a “Best Reviewer” award for reviewing 
submitted manuscripts to the journal Competitiveness Review. The award was presented by the editor, Dr. Abbas J. Ali. 

Associate Professor of Education, Dr. Clare Hite, along with faculty and administrators from five other University System state 
colleges, presented a paper entitled “Starting from Scratch: Passion and Purpose Unite in the Founding of Brand New Teacher 
Education Units” at the 91st annual conference of the Association of Teacher Educators, February 12-16, in Orlando, Florida.

Associate Professor of English Dr. Marsha Mathews has won the Red Berry Editions 2011 Chapbook Award for her poem 
“Sunglow and a Touch of Nottingham Lace.” The book will be published this year as a limited collector’s edition. Mathews’s poem 
“Rendez-vous, Halfway this time” appears in the new anthology Touching: Poems of Love, Longing, and Desire (Fearless Books). Her 
poem “Final Visit” is forthcoming in The Write Place at the Write Time, and her poem “Reporting from Calhoun, Georgia” is forth-
coming in Inkwell Journal. Her poem “Pastor Visits Parishioner,” a finalist in the Rash Awards, is forthcoming in The Broad River 
Review. A review of Mathews’s first book, Northbound, Single-Lane, can be read in the online literary magazine Melusine, 
Or A Woman of the 21st Century at http://melusineblog.blogspot.com/. 

Professor of Psychology Dr. Christy Price presented on Engaging Millennial Learners for the Georgia Association of Account-
ing Educators conference in Dahlonega, Georgia, on February 24; for the American Association of State Colleges and Universities 
VPAA winter meeting in Orlando, Florida, on February 12; and for the W. H. Freeman Teaching Workshop held in Hilton Head, 
South Carolina, on February 19.

  Dr. Thomas Veve, Associate Professor of History, contributed eight 
  entries and Dr. Jack Waskey, Professor of Social Science, contributed 
  30 entries to the just released Spies, Wiretaps, and Secret  Operations: 
  An Encyclopedia of American Espionage. The encyclopedia was edited 
  by Dr. Glenn Hastedt and published by ABC-Clio. 
  

Dr. Javad Zadeh, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, presented a research paper entitled 
“Dividing Prisms into Pyramids” at the 24th Annual Georgia Perimeter College Mathematics 
Conference which took place on the GPC’s Clarkston campus on February 18 and 19.

CAMPUS WATCH

Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit professional news for the CAMPUS WATCH. Please send submissions after the fact. 

Waskey

Zadeh

Hite

Veve

Simones

Helms

Price

Mathews

Hall

Davis

TRANSITIONS

Welcome to: 
Sabrina Ann Dant 
Plant Operations

Farewell to: 
Brenda Barnett, Plant Operations 

Crystal Edenfield 
Enrollment Services 

Jordy Lawson, Procurement



Four-Stop Gallery Hop: Art exhibits and receptions at the Dalton State Brown Center, Kellie Smith 
Design Studio, Michael’s Fine Arts, and The Creative Arts Guild, Friday, March 4, between 5 and 8 pm, 
with continuously looping shuttle service available. Free and open to the public. For more info, contact 
Pam Partain at 2985 or ppartain or call The Creative Arts Guild at 706.278.0168. 

Accused: Tonya Craft Tells Her Story of Trial and Acquittal – Wednesday, March 9, 6:10 - 7:25 pm, 
Memorial 130, Sponsored by the Department of Social Sciences, Criminal Justice Program

Music by Sy Brandon, Composer–Wed., March 9, 7:30 pm, Goodroe, Sponsored by Humanities Dept.

2nd Annual Civil War Western Theater Lecture Series continues with “The First Year of the War in 
Georgia, 1860-1861,” Thursday, March 10, 7:30 pm, The James E. Brown Center, Room 105,
Sponsored by The Bandy Heritage Center for Northwest Georgia

College Bowl Middle School Invitational Tournament – Friday, March 11, 3 to 6 pm, Liberal Arts Bldg.
College Bowl High School Invitational Tournament – Friday, March 18, 12 to 4 pm, Liberal Arts Bldg.
Volunteers needed for either or both tournaments. Contact Cecile de Rocher at 2679 or cderocher for info. 

Music by Matthew Hoch, Baritone–Fri., March 11, 7:30 pm, Goodroe, Sponsored by Humanities Dept.

Help Build the Dalton State Hiking Trails! Saturdays: March 12, April 16; Fridays: March 25, April 29;
8:30 to Noon – Meet on George Rice Drive at the service road across from the Student Center.
Bring sturdy shoes/boots, gloves, drinking water. For info, contact John Lugthart at jlugthart.

GED Recognition Ceremony – Sunday, March 13, 2 pm, NW Georgia Trade and Convention Center

Music by Donovan Stokes, Double Bass: Past, Present, and Future!, Monday, March 14, 7:30 pm, 
Goodroe, Sponsored by the Department of Humanities

Dalton State College Foundation “Lunch and Learn”:
“The Heroic Age of Dalton Junior College–The 1960s” by Dr. Jim Burran, President Emeritus,
Thursday, March 17, 12 noon, Brown Center, Room 105, $5 for alums/$10 for the general public 
Reservations required by March 15, call Josh Wilson at 2473 or email alumni@daltonstate.edu

The Dicksie Bradley Bandy Memorial Lecture Series for 2010-11 continues: “Women’s Work: Chenille as 
an Economic Resource for NW Georgia during the Great Depression” by Ms. Lydia Knight, Director, 
Roberts Library, Thursday, March 24, 7:30 pm, The James E. Brown Center, Room 105

Music by Susan Werner – Singer, Songwriter, and Composer, Friday, March 25, 7:00 pm, Goodroe,  
A Fine Arts and Lecture Series event sponsored by the Office of Student Activities

Moccasin Brass Quintet featuring Dr. Ellie Jenkins, Assistant Professor of Music,
Sunday, March 27, 3:00 pm, Goodroe Auditorium, Sponsored by the Department of Humanities
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 Don’t miss these March events: Atkison (continued from page 3)

prospective students who have a 
criminal past, and I am currently 
helping Dr. Harris to coordinate 
a crisis management team. Also, I 
review residency applications, and I 
work as the administrative assistant 
to Dr. Harris. I am responsible for a 
staff of about 20, including full-time 
customer service staff and part-time 
student workers. 

What do you like best about your 
job? There are several things that I 
love about my job. I have a very 
supportive supervisor (Dr. Harris) 
and a wonderful group of co-workers 
and staff. It is a pleasure to come to 
work every day!

Where did you grow up, and where 
have you lived? I was an Army brat, 
so I grew up all over the place. I was 
born in Blytheville, Arkansas. I’ve
lived in California, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Texas, and Georgia, and I 
currently reside in Tennessee.

That of which you are the most 
proud? I am most proud of my 
two children and my husband, Don.
My son, Scott, works as a manager 
in our restaurant (Golden Corral in 
Fort Oglethorpe), and my daughter, 
Jennifer, is a hair stylist at Studio 59 
in Chattanooga. They both work 
very hard and have excellent work 
ethics! Of course, I am very proud 
of my husband too. He is an 
excellent businessman!

What would you take to a desert 
island? My Kindle–with all of my 
favorite books saved, of course!

What words of wisdom would 
you give to students? Study hard! 
Enjoy your time in school, but make 
academics your first priority and use 
campus resources to help you get 
through difficult times. Get to 
know your professors! 
n
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February  rewind

Approximately 60 persons from Georgia’s public and private colleges and universities attended a meeting of the Georgia Association for Women in 
Higher Education at the Brown Center on February 25. Pictured during their panel “Preparing  Women for Leadership–Best Practices” are, from 
left, Dr. Martha Nesbitt, President, Gainesville State College; Ms. Shelley C. Nickel, Interim President, Gordon College; Dr. Lisa Rossbacher, 
President, Southern Polytechnic State University; Dr. Linda Bliecken, President, Armstrong Atlantic University; and Ms. Cathy Cox, former 
Georgia Secretary of State and now President of Young Harris College. Dr. Sandra Stone, Vice President for Academic Affairs, was instrumental in 
bringing the event to Dalton State and served as moderator, and Ms. Kristi Hart, Coordinator of Counseling and Career Services presented a 
session on stress management entitled “Taking Care of Ourselves: Are We Really Superwomen?

After placing first in 
both regional and state 
competitions, Dalton
State networking 
students Eric Sandoval, 
left, and Chris Fenton 
recently placed 25th in 
this year’s international 
NetRiders competition 
sponsored by Cisco.
Their proctor and guide 
through the process 
was Mr. Todd Phelps, 
instructor in computer 
networking and 
electronics technology.

 Dr. John Fowler, Director of The Bandy Center, Mr. Jack Bandy, and Dr. Randy
 Patton, Professor of History at Kennesaw State greet each other after Dr. Patton’s
 presentation on Catherine Evans Whitener for The Dicksie Bradley Bandy 
 Memorial Lecture Series on February 24. 

Faculty and staff enjoyed the results of the 
College’s Valentine’s Day dessert contest on 
February 14. Pictured left are Heather Wolf 
(2nd place for Hospitality Pie), Tammie 
Parker (1st place/Silver Spoon Award and  
Taster’s Favorite for Layered Mississippi 
Mud Cake), and Penny Cordell (3rd place 
for Silver Sweetheart Delight). Pictured right 
are this year’s judges, from left: Dr. Tony  
Simones, Dr. Tom Veve, and Ms. Arlene 
Hooker, last year’s first place winner.


