
Unique Point in History

We stand at a unique point in history at Dalton State College. On July 1, for 
the first time since 1973, we will not be affiliated with the Technical College 
System of Georgia.

Back in the early 70s–when Jimmy Carter was governor of Georgia–four 
University System of Georgia schools were selected to carry out a dual mission of providing both 
college and technical education. They were Bainbridge College, Clayton State, College of Coastal 
Georgia, and Dalton State. Clayton State and Coastal have shed their technical missions and 
nearby technical colleges have stepped in to fill the need for technical and career education in 
their communities.

Through our School of Technology, Dalton State will continue to provide technical programs; 
we will just do it through the University System of Georgia and no longer through the TCSG. 
Our health-related programs such as licensed practical nursing, respiratory therapy, medical lab 
technology, and radiologic technology, as well as computer networking and operations, 
information technology, and 3-D design, industrial technology and electronics are enrolling 
students now for fall. 

Other career and technical education in our community will be provided by Georgia 
Northwestern Technical College, and this will be a good thing.

Yes, we expect to lose some students in the short run, but in the long run, this is the right thing 
for Dalton State, for our community, and our region.

We are excited about how this positions Dalton State as the University System of Georgia’s 
state college serving northwest Georgia. We look forward to growing and developing our 
campus into the traditional four-year college that we envision and that our students and 
community tell us they want.

Our vision for Dalton State includes three initiatives that are already underway that will help 
us to become a premiere four-year institution of higher education:

 • Our Campus Master Plan offers a blueprint for growing our grounds and physical 
 facilities to provide the traditional collegiate experience our students want. The plan, 
 unveiled in February, calls for a central spine walkway to link north and south ends of 
 the campus, both of which will be anchored with residential housing units. Classroom 
 buildings and facilities for student support services (library, recreation center, student 
 center) will line the corridor on the central campus. A complete copy of the Campus 
 Master Plan can be accessed at www.daltonstate.edu.

 • Campus facilities provide the infrastructure from which we deliver education, but the 
 second leg of our vision is our academic program which is really the heart of the College. 
 Our Academic Master Plan, which we rolled out in spring, outlines 30 bachelor’s degree

What goes into writing a QEP? 
The QEP’s structure is strictly 
defined by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools.  It may 
not be more than 75 pages of text, 
double-spaced, with 25 pages of 
appendices. That might make the 
Committee breathe a sigh of relief, 
except that those 75 pages have to 
accomplish a great deal!

Our QEP must describe the College
and its mission; explain why our 
topic was chosen; outline student 
learning outcomes and institutional 
outcomes of the Plan; provide a 
literature review about best practices 
in higher education regarding the 
topic of our plan (and thereby a 
justification of the details of the 
Plan); a year-by-year action plan; 
budget; assessment plan; references; 
and appendices. The QEP must 
have three outstanding character-
istics:  broad-based involvement 
from the campus community and 
constituents, clear assessment 
mechanisms, and commitment 
of resources from the College to 
fulfill the Plan.

The writing of the Plan is a joint 
activity. Anyone who has ever 
written a long work in collaboration 
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CAMPUS WATCH

Faculty/staff are encouraged to submit professional news to lmassey for the CAMPUS WATCH by the 20th of each month.

Dr. Sharon Beavers, Assistant Professor of Education, presented at the Academic and Business Research
Institute conference in Nashville during March, and the article from her presentation, “High School 
Economics, Cooperative Learning, and the End-of-Course Test–A Case Study,” has been published in 
Volume 2 of the Journal of Case Studies in Education (http://www.aabri.com/manuscripts/11796.pdf ). 

On June 24, Dr. Angela Harris, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Services, spoke at the kick-off event 
for the Gordon County Chamber of Commerce’s new “Women’s Business Initiative.” The event saluted business 
and professional women and spotlighted local women-owned businesses. Dr. Harris spoke about education and 
the importance of producing citizens who can effectively engage themselves in society. 

Dr. Marilyn Helms, Sesquicentennial Chair and Professor of Management, coauthored an article based on her 
faculty study abroad trip to Argentina which has been published in Competitiveness Review. Coauthors of the 
article, “Entrepreneurial Potential in Argentina: A SWOT Analysis,” are Martín in A. Rodríguez, Lisandro de los 
Ríos, and William (Bill) Hargrave. (http://www.emeraldinsight.om/10.1108/10595421111134859). 

Assistant Professor of English Dr. Jonathan Lampley was a guest at Vincentenial, a celebration of the life and 
work of actor Vincent Price on the occasion of his 100th birthday, in Price’s home town of St. Louis in May. 
Dr. Lampley introduced two Price films–Pit and the Pendulum on May 21 and House of Usher on May 22. He 
also led the post-screening discussion both nights and sold copies of his book, Women in the Horror Films of 
Vincent Price. Legendary filmmaker Roger Corman, who produced and directed both movies, also attended
the film festival. Dr. Lampley spoke with Corman and presented him with a signed copy of his book, a major 
portion of which discusses the collaboration between Corman and Price on film adaptations of the works of 
Edgar Allen Poe.

Dr. Marsha Mathews, Associate Professor of English, directed a workshop, “Writing through the Senses: 
Images Talk!,” at the Chattanooga Writers Guild Summer Mini-Conference on May 21. On June 2, she 
presented “‘Breakdown Ringgold, Georgia’ and Other Savory Poems” at Catoosa County Library in Ringgold.

Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Sandra Stone facilitated two panel presentations entitled “Partnering 
with Business and Industry” at the USG Adult Learning Consortium Summer Institute held June 12-14. Panel 
members included Dr. Charles Johnson, Dean of the School of Technology; Dr. Sue Chapman, Coordinator 
of Operations for the Archway Partnership; and Ms. JoAnn Berry, Deputy Director of External Affairs for the 
Governor’s Office of Workforce Development. Dalton State is one of nine members of the University of Georgia 
Adult Learning Consortium.

Ms. Jane Taylor, Assistant Professor of English, presented a talk entitled “The Economy of Words in Kate 
Chopin’s ‘The Story of an Hour’” to the Calhoun-Gordon County Library Association during its annual 
meeting on June 20. 

Helms
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Lampley

Mathews Stone

Taylor

OUR QEP:
“Getting on the ‘Write’ Path: Improving Academic Performance of High Risk Students through Learning Support English”
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Dwight Massingill
Gym

Scott Hunter

Gary Walker, Tech Ed

Ronnie Jacobs
Westcott

George Poole
Brown
Center

John Pareti
Angie Keener
Tech Ed

  Diann Boatwright and Maria Mendoza
                                                      Sequoya

Mary Delgado  Alice Spradley
Library Dean Paul 

Memorial

Tammie 
Parker 
and 
Lorna 
Robert
Liberal Arts

Marie Brown, Supervisor
Custodial Services

Darrell Bagley                Gene Wright
Pope

Angel Oucher
Gilmer Center

  
“To me, this job is about customer

 service. The work is challenging, 
 but there is always something new 
 going on, and it feels like family 
 here. Relationships are everything.” 

   Marie Brown, Supervisor
   Custodial Services

Custodial Services
 
     Pride in 
     a sense 
     of place...

Dwight Massingill
B andy Gym
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July Birthdays

1   Donna Bledsoe
 Cheryl Nuckolls
 Vince Postell
2 Sharon Hixon
 Marilyn Helms
 Jia Min
4 Jack Waskey
 Kevin McNabb
5 Becca Dempsey
8 Tyra Stalling
9 Patricia Bearden
10 Pratima Adhikari
 David Ballentine
11 Kasey Sissom
15 David Pritchett
 Ray Dales
16 Bob Clay
17 Charles Harris
18 Orenda Gregory
19 Thomas Pickle
 Marge Shirilla
 Marie Brown
 Nichole Potzauf
22 Julie Tharpe
26 Whitney Jones
27 Steve LeMay
 Jason Schmurr
29 Mary Almon

programs that may be proposed over 
the next five to eight years. Bachelors
in Nursing and Respiratory Therapy
have been submitted to the Board of 
Regents for consideration, and we hope
to have proposals for degree programs 
in Psychology and Liberal Arts later 
this summer. Other programs have 
been eliminated and still others are 
being revised to ensure that they meet 
student demand as well as the work-
force needs of our business community. 

 • The third leg of our vision to 
make us a premiere institution of 
higher learning is athletics. We will 
have an athletic program. Within a 
few days, I will receive the report from 
our Athletic Committee which is 
composed of faculty, staff, students, 
and community members. The first 
step in bringing sports teams to 
Dalton State will be the hiring of an 
Athletic Director; we already have the 
ad drafted. Our students voted last 
fall to levy a fee for athletics, and they 
actually voted themselves a higher fee 
than the one that was recommended 
to them; this suggests to us a strong 
commitment to have Roadrunner 
sports back on campus. I’ll report 
more fully soon.

We are embarking upon a new 
fiscal year, a new academic year, and 
a Dalton State freshly positioned in 
the region as the University System’s 
state college serving Northwest 
Georgia. We look forward to the 
challenges and opportunities the 
new year brings to us. n

(Continued from page 1)

Unique Point in History
by Dr. John Schwenn

TRANSITIONS

Welcome to
 Ryan Provost

Coordinator for
Orientation and Student 

Involvement
Student Life

Farewell to retirees
Joe Baxter

School of Business
 Michael Doyle

School of Technology
Myrna Cabrera
Adult Education

And goodbye to 
David Bagley, Ishita Dey, 

Larry Cooper, and 
Lizabeth Austen

Jaggard

Putting it all together...
Armed with screwdrivers and drills, 18 

education majors enrolled in Area F diversity
classes taught by Dr. Sharon Beavers,
Assistant Professor of Education, and 

Dr. Lelia Mullis, Associate Professor of 
Education and Director of Field Experiences, 
trekked to Chattanooga to put together tables, 
teachers’ desks, cafeteria tables, and computer 

tables for the Chattanooga Charter School 
of Excellence, a new school that will serve

the needs of 200 inner city children 
in grades K-2.

The College will be closed on 
Independence Day,

Monday, July 4.
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SACS 
(Continued from page 1)

with others knows the struggles 
in equalizing the work load and 
then making the project’s style 
seamless. The QEP Committee 
has established subcommittees 
to attack each section listed 
above, and it’s up to Dr. Jenny 
Crisp as Editor to sew the 
patches together without the 
stitches showing. Her work 
starts at the end of fall semester, 
after which the draft will be 
circulated to the faculty, staff, 
and administration at large.  

The College’s draft of the 
SACS Report continues to be 
edited and proofed for errors 
by the General Editor, Dr. 
Mary Nielsen. Thanks  to all 
who worked and continue to 
work on it! For updates on the 
Report’s progress, look to our 
SACS Reaccreditation Website 
at https://daltonstate.compli-
ance-assist.com/Accreditation/
index.aspx. Our “News Releases 
and Updates” page contains all 
the up-to-date information as we 
move closer to our finalization 
deadline at the year’s end. n

Column by Barbara Tucker
Chair
QEP Committee 

OUR QEP:
“Getting on the ‘Write’ Path: 

Improving the Academic 
Performance of 

High Risk Students through 
Learning Support English”

 June rewind

The bad news–Saturday, June 25, late afternoon–trees and limbs down, power out, and minor exterior damage. 
The good news–Saturday, June 25, late afternoon–thousands of students not changing classes, hundreds of cars 
not in the lots, and everyone who had been on camus during the storm safe and sound! Clean up began on 
Saturday right after the storm and continued for several days–shown with the chainsaw in the picture at left
is Groundskeeper Jerry Stockard.

On Wednesday, June 8, Faith Miller, HR Director, 
Nettie Henderson, Payroll Supervisor, and Penny Cordell, 
Interim Purchasing Director, posed with their “warrants” 
before being taken to “jail” (in style!) to serve time and 
raise money for MDA. 

“Stream Stomp” returned to the campus in June, 
giving giving kids ages seven to 11 an opportunity 

to learn about the wonders of stream ecosystems. 
This year, much to the delight of the campers, a

young garter snake joined the bugs, crayfish, and 
salamanders who presented themselves for 

inspection. The camp is led by Dr. John and 
Gretchen Lugthart of the School of  
Natural Sciences and Mathematics.

Above left:  Enrollment Counselor Jonathan Marks gives newly appointed Chair of the Board of Regents, 
Benjamin Tarbutton, front left, a tour during Mr. Tarbutton’s first official visit to campus on June 22. 
Accompanying RegentTarbutton were President Schwenn and Pam Partain, Director of Marketing 
and Communications.


