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How Would Dalton State Use a Performing Arts Center? 

What Can You Do to Publicize the 
QEP? 

The visiting team from SACS that will be 
coming on September 18-20, 2012, may 
approach students randomly and ask them 
questions about the college’s mission, the 
QEP, and accreditation in general. As 
an institution we obviously do not want 
to receive any recommendations for not 
having sufficiently raised awareness about 
these topics.  
 
Some departments of the College have 
already made posters with the mission and 
the QEP title on them to be placed on 
bulletin boards or doors. The bathroom 
“Stall Wall” does have a captive audience, 
although it’s already full of announce-
ments of campus events. Eventually there 
will be articles on the campus website, 
and there are plans to create informational 
videos about these concepts.  YouTube, 
here we come! 

However, word-of-mouth can often be 
most effective. The grapevine has been 
shown to carry much power in an

Over the past few weeks, I have been asked many times how Dalton State 
would utilize a Performing Arts Center if one were constructed here. There is 
quite a bit of interest in this topic with the upcoming Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax vote which includes the construction of a community 
Performing Arts Center as a major project.

Because the College is an entity of state government, we cannot take a position on a political 
issue and thus can neither support nor oppose the upcoming SPLOST, but I can tell you how 
the College could make use of a Performing Arts Center if our community had such a venue.

For several years, it has been our aspirational goal to create a vibrant fine arts program on 
campus. In addition to bringing fullness and balance to our academic programming, the arts 
also offer us an ideal way to reach across the interstate and connect more directly with our 
community. Concerts, recitals, theatrical performances, and gallery exhibits provide us an 
outstanding opportunity to engage and enrich the cultural life of Greater Dalton.

Since January of this year, the College has hosted 41 concerts, lectures, and shows on campus, 
all offered free and open to the public. These were stimulating programs that expand the brain, 
enlighten the mind, enrich the soul, and elevate the spirit. Many of them were arranged through 
our growing fine arts program which has added so much in the short time we’ve had it. 

Almost all these programs were presented in Goodroe Auditorium of Gignilliat Memorial 
Hall. As a result, all of these programs were small in scale – only a few musicians at a time, for 
instance. Goodroe is a very valuable venue for us, but it was constructed really as a 300-seat 
lecture hall; it has a very small stage that lacks the amenities a true performance hall would have.

We are pleased and proud to provide the programs we have and continue to provide in 
Goodroe, but our opportunities are limited – very limited. We have believed for quite a while 
that a community performance venue, funded through a private-public partnership, would 
be an invaluable resource to the College and the community. 

What features would such a facility include? Ideally, a performance venue would include a full-
size stage and orchestra pit, rehearsal space and music rooms, a scene shop for the construction 
and storage of scenery and costumes, dressing rooms and a greenroom. The addition of a black 
box theatre would allow smaller productions to be staged.

Who would use such a facility? Local theatre groups and dance companies, visual arts groups, 
the school systems, and community groups in addition to the College should all have access to 
such a performance hall.

Want to make an IMPACT? 
See page three.



Dr. Jenny Crisp, Assistant Professor of English, presented “The Voice Connection: Evaluating Student 
Writing with Acrobat Pro” at Making Connections: Instructional Strategies and Online Technologies 
for Distance Learning, a conference held by Columbus State University September 29-30.

With an invitation from the University of Copenhagen, Dr. Baogang Guo, Professor of Political 
Science, visited Copenhagen, Denmark, between August 15 and 19, as a guest lecturer for a short 
summer program titled “Decoding China! Power, Philosophy, and Lobbying in China” for senior 
executives in the field of public relations. 

Dr. Marilyn Helms, Sesquicentennial Endowed Chair and Professor of Management, has had a 
paper published in the International Journal of Emerging Markets. The paper, “Is Cuba’s Emerging 
Entrepreneurial Economy at the Crossroads?,” was written with Dr. Richard Becherer of the 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and is based on Dr. Helms’ summer research in Cuba in 
2010 that was supported by Dalton State College Foundation. 

Ms. Cathy Hunsicker, Assistant Professor of Reading, and Ms. Regina Ray, Associate Professor of 
Reading, published “Learning Support Community Reader Pilot: Will Adding a Community Reader 
to Learning Support Classes Increase Student Retention and Success?” in Discovering What Works: A 
Collection of Papers Presented at the Ninth Annual Teaching Matters Conference, edited by Jason Horn, 
August 2011.

Dean of the School of Technology, Dr. Charles D. Johnson, had an article titled “My Scorecard on 
Saving the World” published in the September/October 2011 issue of Dalton Magazine.

On Saturday, August 27, Dr. Marsha Mathews participated in a panel on poetry at Inspired Creative 
Energy, an event sponsored by the Chattanooga Writers Guild and held at Dalton State College. At 
a separate event held that evening, The Language of Nature, alongside other artists, Dr. Mathews 
presented a reading of original poetry, “Fins, Feathers, Friends” at Audubon Acres in Chattanooga, 
an event to raise funds for the Audubon Society’s many environmental concerns. Dr. Mathews’ poetry 
appears in current issues of the Inkwell Journal, The Broad River Review, and in both Issues 3 and 4 
of the online journal, haikujournal.com. Two anthologies in which Dr. Mathews’ poems appear were 
recently nominated for Indie awards; one was the grand-prize winner in the non-fiction category.

Dr. Thomas W. Mullen, Associate Professor of Political Science, was interviewed by The Daily Citizen 
(Dalton) on “Attitudes of American and European Muslims Ten Years After 9/11” during September. 
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CAMPUS WATCH

Faculty/staff are encouraged to submit professional news (after the fact) to lmassey for the CAMPUS WATCH by the 20th of each month. 
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“Getting on the ‘Write’ Path: Improving Academic Performance of High Risk Students 
through Learning Support English”



How would Dalton State Use a Performing Arts Center? (Continued from page 1)

What kind of events could Dalton State host in such a space? We could stage theatrical performances by our 
students and present student musical ensembles such as choir, jazz band, concert band. The College could 
collaborate with community theatre and dance companies to stage musical productions. We could expand 
our Fine Arts and Lecture Series to include larger scale productions such as orchestras, ballets, opera, and 
national touring companies.

With such a venue, we could host region literary one-act competitions and sponsor Governor’s Honors 
juried auditions in theatre, dance, and music. We could accommodate regional and national workshops, 
such as the Southeast Horn Workshop, Bass Coalition Workshop, College Music Society, International 
Brass Symphony, and others.    

It’s fun to imagine, but many questions still remain, such as how such a center would be operated. The 
construction cost of $12 million is given in the SPLOST proposal, but we all know that the real costs come 
after a building is open and operational. These must be fully considered.

There are many examples of wonderful performance venues that serve both their local colleges and their 
communities; I can refer you to the Bailey Center at Kennesaw State, the Townsend Center at the 
University of West Georgia, Columbus’s fabulous RiverCenter and the Weidner Center of the University 
of Wisconsin-Green Bay. 

For now, we are growing our fine arts program within the limited facilities on the Dalton State campus. 
But if and when Greater Dalton constructs a Performing Arts Center, we look forward to being an active 
and engaged partner. n
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October Birthdays

1   Chris Bedwell
2 Javad Zadeh
4 Terry Bailey
 Regina Parmigiani
5 Pat Horton
 Jackie Reed
6 Ronnie Jacobs
12 Judy Cornett
13 Kelley Mahoney
15 David Headrick
16 Sandra Stone
17 Stephanie Brown
 Mary Jo Cagle
 Chris Fenton
18 Keith Perry
19 Henry Codjoe
20 Angela Harris
 Michael Hilgemann
23 Ben Artz
24 Debra Moyer
 Kent Harrelson
 Lori Rich
25 Ryan Reece
26 Karen Hemphill
 Nettie Henderson
 David DesRochers
28 Geoffrey Poor
29 Marsha Mathews
 Lisa Peden
 Lorena Sins
30 Harley Burton

I M P A C T

TRANSITIONS

Farewell to: 
  

Lamar Fair, Retired 
School of Technology

Patrick Clifton, ETC

Jennifer Harris, Fiscal Affairs

Kimberly Haynes, Financial Aid

Did you know that gifts to the Dalton State Annual Fund provided 53 student scholarships 
last year? 

How about 49 faculty and staff professional development opportunities? 

Or 114 academic program initiatives? 

All of these were made possible by the Dalton State Annual Fund.

Between October 10 and October 28, everyone on campus will have an opportunity to 
invest in Dalton State with a gift to the Dalton State Annual Fund. Twenty-eight faculty and 
staff volunteers have committed to drive the effort, so you’ll be hearing from a colleague 
soon. Every gift counts.

The collective power of all gifts working together delivers immediate impact for Dalton State 
students, faculty, staff, and academic programs. What kind of IMPACT will YOU make 
this year?
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   October Calendar of Events:

   Oct. 3  Fine Arts and Lecture Series: Luther Enloe, guitar – 7:30 pm, Goodroe Auditorium
	 	 Free	and	open	to	the	public;	Sponsors:	Office	of	Student	Life	and	Department	of	Humanities

   Oct. 4  International Food Festival – 10	am	-	2	pm,	Pope	Student	Center,	Upper	Level
  Free to the campus community;  Sponsor: FYE

   Oct. 6  National Depression Screening Day	–	9	am	-	4	pm,	Pope	Student	Center,	Upper	Level
  Free to the campus community;  Sponsor: AR/Counseling and Career Services

  Manicures for a Cause – Wear Pink for Breast Cancer Awareness!
	 	 10	am	-	2	pm,	Pope	Student	Center,	Upper	Level;	Free	to	the	campus	community
  Sponsor: Campus Activities Board (CAB)

  Movie Night: Dinner for Schmucks – 7 - 9 pm, Gignilliat Memorial Hall, Goodroe Auditorium
  Free movie, popcorn, and soda for the campus community; Sponsor: CAB

   Oct. 10 - 11 Fall break – No classes – College offices open
   Oct. 12 First day of C session classes

   Oct. 13 Author Rebecca Ryan: “Creating a Greater Dalton” – 12 noon, Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Center
  To register: www.daltonchamber.org; cost: $15 (includes lunch)
	 	 Sponsor:	Office	of	Student	Life	and	16	community	organizations

   Oct. 14 Help build the Dalton State hiking trails, 8:30 am - 12 noon, contact jlugthart for details

   Oct. 15 “SEC Game Day for Cystic Fibrosis”
  Activities begin at 12 noon in Pope Student Center, with the main event, an outdoor screening of an SEC game
  on the Burran Bell Tower quad, beginning at 8 pm; activities for children for a $1 dollar donation; tailgate food 
  available for purchase; no outside food allowed; no tobacco products or alcohol permitted
  Contact: Max Pierce at mpierce or 4554 for information; Sponsor: Respiratory Therapy Club

   Oct. 18 Platelet Drive –	9	am	–	3	pm,	Pope	Student	Center,	Eddie	Miller	Room,	Sponsor:	Office	of	Student	Life	

   Oct. 21 Working Together – The Key to Ending Domestic Violence –  9 am - 3:30 pm, Goodroe Auditorium,
	 	 For	info:	Dr.	Lynne	Cabe	at	lcabe	or	2482;	Sponsors:	School	of	Social	Work	and	community	organzations

   Oct. 21 Lunch and Learn – Dr. James Adams – “Biology 101: The Difference Between Plants and Animals” 
  12 noon, James E. Brown Center, for info: Josh Wilson at jwilson or 4473, Sponsor: Dalton State Foundation

   Oct. 22 “Make a Difference Day: Conasauga Watershed Cleanup” – 9 am - 12 pm
	 	 For	info:	John	Lugthart	at	jlugthart@daltonstate.edu;	Sponsors:	Student	Life	and	Environmental	Club

   Oct. 27 Fall Family Festival, 5:30 - 7:30 pm, Burran Bell Tower quad, Sponsor: CAB
                          Fun and games for Dalton State students/faculty/staff and their immediate families, for info: 4428
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Inquiring minds want to know

What can you do to publicize the 
QEP? (continued from page 1)

organization. For that reason, instructors 
need to incorporate, even if in tiny ways, 
information about SACS, the mission, 
the QEP, and the value of accreditation 
into the classroom discussion. Why not 
a bonus point or two for knowing the 
mission or QEP title on a test? Why not 
put something about it on your syllabi 
in the spring? How about using the 
QEP topic as an example related to the 
classroom discussion? 

Teaching how the memory works?  
Use the mission statement as content 
for something to remember. Giving 
impromptu speeches or need a writing 
prompt? Ask students to speak or write 
about how they see the mission 
working itself out on campus (that’s 
definitely more thought-provoking than 
the difference between high school and 
college, a topic we’ve all heard too
frequently!) Teaching political science
or history? Where did accrediting 
agencies come from, and how do they 
relate to the federal government?  All 
right, enough of that. 

But the point is we need to refresh our 
own and our students’ memories many 
times before the SACS visiting team 
comes. All your efforts will be appreciated 
by those of us working on compliance 
and the QEP, and the efforts will have a 
cumulative effect.
n

Column by Barbara Tucker

Chair

QEP Committee

For those of you who may have noticed new billboards 
(right) popping up in the area, they are one component 
of “Discover your GOAL,” a new campaign initiated 
(and funded) by the University System to encourage 
adult learners to complete degrees.  

GOAL (Georgia Opportunities for Adult Learners) is
is designed to target adults who started college but never 
finished, as well as those who have acquired skills and 
training through work or the military. The program is
designed to meet students where they are–academically 
and geographically–by offering classes on campus and 
online and awarding college credit for education and 
training acquired outside of college. 

Dalton State is one of nine University System colleges and universities participating in GOAL. 
Learn more at DiscoverYourGOAL.net or by contacting Dr. Andy Meyer at ameyer or 2491. 

Pictured left: Dr. Matthew Hipps, 
Assistant Professor of Political Science 
presented “Civility and Tolerance: 
When Freedom of Speech Becomes 
Freedom to Hate” at the College’s 
annual Constitution Day event on 
September 16. 

Who you callin’ junior? “Dalton State” needs your help, literally.

Dalton Junior College, DJC, Dalton College (somehow, DC never caught on), Dalton State 
College (DSC), someday...Dalton State University? But change takes time (sometimes 44 years 
isn’t enough) and a village.   

When the College is a topic of conversation, do you continue to hear references to “Dalton 
College,” or “the junior college”? We’ve been offering bachelor’s degrees since 1999! We’ve been
“Dalton State” for 12 years.

Here’s where the village comes in–we need your help. Whenever you refer to the College by name
–in print, in conversation, on the College website, or in social media–please use “Dalton State” or 
“Dalton State College.” 

And looking to the future, when we one day move to university status, “Dalton State” will still 
work–even better! 


