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SACS, QEP, and what they mean to you
by Paul Barry
editor in chief

If you haven’t heard the acro-
nyms “SACS” and “QEP” around 
campus lately, you haven’t been 
paying attention.

“SACS” stands 
for Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and 
Schools, and it’s the 
main accrediting body 
for Dalton State Col-
lege. 

But what, you 
might ask, does that 
mean to you?

Well, let’s just say that if SACS 
doesn’t like what they find during 
their campus visit Sept. 18-20, DSC 
could lose its accreditation—which 
would mean that other colleges and 
many employers wouldn’t recog-
nize those credits you’re working 
so hard to accumulate.

And that, of course, would 
mean that that diploma you’re 
working so hard to earn—if an un-
accredited DSC were even around 

long enough for you to earn it—
wouldn’t be worth the paper it’s 
printed on.

But don’t worry: none of that is 
likely to happen. 

Regional accrediting bodies 

like SACS require colleges and 
universities to demonstrate com-
pliance with educational standards 
as a matter of course, and DSC 
has been preparing for this SACS 
visit—a regularly scheduled, once-
a-decade visit—for several years 
now.

According to Dr. Henry Cod-
joe, DSC director of Institutional 
Research and Planning and SACS 
accreditation liaison, the purpose 

of reaccreditation efforts is to make 
sure “that everything is in good 
standing.”

By “everything,” Codjoe means 
everything. He oversees 14 teams, 
each of which assesses a specific 

area of the college—administration 
and employees, degree programs, 
faculty competence, financial re-
sources and control, physical re-
sources, and student and academic 
support services, to name just a 
few.

During its Sept. 18-20 visit, the 
on-site SACS committee will con-
duct its final evaluation of those 14 
areas, and later, in a formal report, 
announce its findings and specify 

“Getting on the ‘Write’ Path” will “greatly assist the many 
students who come to DSC wanting a college education but 
unprepared for college-level writing.”

           
           --Dr. Jenny Crisp

any recommendations for improve-
ment. 

The college will then have an 
opportunity to respond, and seven 
to 10 months after the on-site re-
view, SACS will make and an-

nounce its final deci-
sion.

And, we hope, 
your course credits 
and diploma will re-
tain their value as if 
nothing had ever hap-
pened.

“QEP,” on the 
other hand, stands for 
Quality Enhancement 

Plan, a new requirement of the 
SACS reaccreditation process.

But what does that mean to 
you—besides having to listen to 
your professors read that statement 
about it on every DSC syllabus a 
few weeks ago?   

Dalton State’s QEP, titled “Get-
ting on the ‘Write’ Path: Improving 
Academic Performance of High-
Risk Students through Learning

   (see SACS, page 4)

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics expects employment op-
portunities for registered nurses to 
increase 26 percent between 2010 
and 2020.

Beginning this fall, Dalton 
State offers a new path for students 
to take toward one of those jobs.

Dr. Cordia Starling, dean of the 
DSC School of Health Professions, 
said that the new Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing for the Registered 
Nurse program “is on the cutting 
edge of what our nursing education 
should be providing for the future 
nurse.” 

The program, Starling ex-
plained, is “geared toward those 
who have graduated with an asso-
ciate’s degree in nursing, who are 
registered nurses, and who want to 
return to school to complete their 
BSN.”

The program welcomed 20 stu-
dents this fall, she said.

In the past, Dalton State offered 
          (see Nursing, page 4)

             staff phtoto by Stephanie Dillard

Dr. John Lugthart’s Invertebrate Zoology class visited the Conasauga River Aug. 22 to 
try their hands at biological field work. Students collected and identified a variety of in-
vertebrate species, then used them to measure the river’s water quality, which Lugthart 
described as “excellent.” “The water is very clear and clean,” he said, “cleaner in fact than 
most rivers in the eastern U.S.” 

DSC offers  
RN-BSN
by Allison Lambert
staf writer



2 The Roadrunner / September 2012

Cutting up, carrying on, and having a blast with the audience

Scarlet Love Conspiracy does more than rock the house
by Courtney Harris 
staff writer

DSC senior Heather Kilgore 
and her husband Travis are not 
your average couple.

These two share such a pas-
sion for music that they formed an 
acoustic duo and play live shows 
together.

And as if that weren’t unusual 
enough, Kilgore comes from a hip-
pie background, claiming influenc-
es from the Grateful Dead to the 
Allman Brothers, while Travis has 
a metal background influenced by 
Metallica and Megadeth.

But good musicians are able to 
play beyond their original school-
ing, and The Scarlet Love Conspir-
acy is able to do that easily.  

“We don't really fit it to one 
style of music,” Kilgore says. “We 
play a lot of folk/Americana but 
also acoustic rock and southern 
rock. 

“If it's a good song that we en-
joy, then we play it. It's not really 
about a specific genre or type.”

When it comes to playing itself, 
“we both enjoy it so much, it's nev-
er a chore to practice or to play,” 
Kilgore says. “It never feels like 
work. 

“But, on the flip side of that, we 
are both very meticulous about get-
ting the sound just right.” 

The Scarlet Love Conspiracy’s 
ability to play a wide variety of 
music and execute perfect vocal 
harmonies is not the only factor 
that makes the duo stand out. The 
two also interact easily onstage. 

“It's obvious when we play 
that we have a lot of fun together,” 
Kilgore says. “Travis 
is very gregarious and 
funny, where I am a lit-
tle more shy, but when 
we get on stage it's 
like hanging out with 
friends. 

“We just cut up 
and carry on and have 
a blast with the audi-
ence.”

Kilgore created the 
duo’s name while read-
ing a book about her fa-
vorite band, the Grate-
ful Dead. It’s a mixture 
of the song title “Scar-
let Begonias” and the name of a 
group—the Love Conspiracy—
who sponsored one of the Dead’s 
shows.

Even though Travis does not at-
tend Dalton State, there’s a good 
chance you might know him. 

He plays bass for Amber Fults 
and the Ambivalent Lovers, Mark 
Holder and the Co-Defendants, 
and the Drive-by Truckers tribute 

                                                                                              contributed photo 
Travis Kilgore and DSC senior Heather Kilgore are Scarlet Love Conspiracy.
band the Dirty South, and he has 
made several guest appearances on 
albums by Chattanooga musicians 
Ryan Oyer and Butch Ross.

Playing music with her hus-
band is one of Kilgore’s favorite 
pastimes. “I love that I get to share 
this bond with him,” she says. “It's 
one of the things that keep our rela-
tionship so strong.”

Their love for each other is 
evident both on and off the stage. 
Kilgore jokes that “as soon as we 
get on stage he has to say or do 
something that is either going to 
make me laugh hysterically or em-
barrass me,” but “no matter what 
happens, we always tell each other 
‘I love you’ before we play.”

The Scarlet Love Conspiracy is 
playing several Chattanooga ven-

ues this fall: The Office later this 
month, Lindsay Street Hall in Oc-
tober, then The Office again in No-
vember. 

Dates have yet to be confirmed, 
but anyone looking for them can 
also find them Tuesdays at Trem-
ont Tavern, as part of Open Mic 
with Michael McDade.

Even though Kilgore displays 

an obvious love and passion for 
music, she admits that life as a mu-
sician, wife, mother, and DSC stu-
dent can sometimes be hectic.

“I feel like a one-armed juggler 
some days!” she says.

Despite the stress, the Scarlet 
Love Conspiracy plans to one day 
make all the work worthwhile in a 
heartwarming display of charity.

“Our long term goal is to be 

“We want to teach coping skills through music and 
art and teach sustainable living skills. The hope is 
that we will be able to host small weekend festivals 
that will raise not only funds, but awareness to the 
challenges facing children who are mentally ill and 
the families and caregivers that love them.”
        
            --Heather Kilgore

able to use music to create a ther-
apy farm for children and families 
living with mental illness,” Kilgore 
says.

 “We want to teach coping skills 
through music and art and teach 
sustainable living skills. The hope 
is that we will be able to host small 
weekend festivals that will raise 
not only funds, but awareness to 

the challenges fac-
ing children who are 
mentally ill and the 
families and caregiv-
ers that love them.”

Kilgore says that 
at every Scarlet Love 
Conspiracy show 
they collect spare 
change to put toward 
the purchase of land. 

Even if you don’t 
go to a show, you can 
also contribute by 
contacting Kilgore 
at hbranno1@dalton-
state.edu.

As for the more immediate fu-
ture, Kilgore says she’s taking life 
as it comes. While she has no prob-
lem with the possibility of the band 
“blowing up,” she realizes that 
“taking it one day at a time and en-
joying the moment we’re in is the 
most important part

“As long as we're having fun 
and doing what we love, that's suc-
cess enough.” 
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Of the students, by the students, for the students

In the past few years, I have 
gone from humble staff writer of 
The Roadrunner to its editor. Dur-
ing that time, our fledgling news-
paper has changed for the better. 

You may remember when piles 
of “recent” issues sat untouched 
on newspaper racks around cam-
pus. Our paper was at the mercy 
of our publisher, so many issues 
were late—one appeared only after 
graduation— and riddled with ads. 

Since then, The Roadrunner 
has become a completely digital 
entity for a number of reasons. First 
of all, it is far easier to publish.

Instead of sending off our ar-
ticles to the publisher and waiting 
for them to find time to publish our 

by Paul J. Barry
editor in chief

Roadkill

Got a gripe? Email us at 
roadrunnernews@

daltonstate.edu

The bookstore and the business of 
college textbooks feel less like ed-
ucation and more like mafia extor-
tion to me.

I’m glad we have so many tutoring 
options available. They’ve really 
helped me out!

Limited printing is an excellent 
step towards making DSC more 
thrifty and green.

I wish that there was more infor-
mation about different majors for 
underclassmen. It is a decision that 
sets the tone for the rest of your 
life!

Why does construction take so 
long at Dalton State? 

Is there a community service club 
at Dalton State? If not, there should 
be.

The First Year Experience class 
seemed like a waste when I took 
it. Then I got to my upper-level 
courses.

Writing parking tickets during the 
two-week break in the summer is 
just malicious. I was here to get my 
new sticker for crying out loud!

It is rude to ask your professor 
when class ends. Why on earth 
would you think that it isn’t?

Dr. Schwenn in an apron serving 
ice cream made my day! 

I think there should be some sort 
of virtual bulletin board instead of 
filling my inbox with do not reply 
email. I never read those things.

Why do people insist on shouting 
in the student center? It is always 
so loud in there!

It’s a shame the grill outside the 
student center isn’t used more of-
ten. I can’t help but dream of burg-
ers and ribs and other outdoor fare 
every time I walk by it!

I believe everyone has the right to a 
college education. I do not believe 
everyone belongs in college.

I can’t wait to see how our basket-
ball team shapes up!

I am so glad that public safety is 
in such a convenient location. Oh, 
wait...

I like out new printer system. I can 
print anywhere!

paper, we now just import the ar-
ticles and photos into our software 
and publish it ourselves.

Digital publishing also gives us 
far greater control of content and 
length in The Roadrunner. Con-
ventional hard copy publishing re-
quires pages in multiples of four. 
We are no longer restrained by that 
requirement.

My mantra for this paper and all 
of the articles in it is “Why should I 
care?” Early in my involvement in 
The Roadrunner, Dr. Perry was dis-
cussing the necessity of yet another 
article about DSC’s budget woes. I 
finally threw my hands up and ex-
claimed “Who cares?!” 

It’s a valid question. Why 
should you as a student care about 
the newspaper or the articles in it? 

If you don’t care about the news-
paper for any other reason, then 
you should care about it because 
it gives you a place to voice your 
opinions and a place where those 
opinions are heard. 

The public forum section of 
The Roadrunner, entitled ROAD-
KILL, has existed for only a short 
time and yet we can already see 
some of the effects it has had on 
Dalton State College. 

The first ROADKILL entry 
we published complained about 
the “speed ‘Everests’” on campus, 
and when I came back this fall, I 
noticed that each series of speed 
bumps had become a single speed 
bump.

In   that   same   issue,   another 
      (see Roadrunner, page 4)

            staff photo by Takeisha Arp
Sophomore Lindsey Hunt, junior Chantavia Taylor, and sophomore Yasmin Rubayo talk 
as they walk outside the Liberal Arts Building one day late in August.

(Insert clever editorial cartoon here)

We need an editorial cartoonist! 
If you’re interested, email us at 
roadrunnernews@daltonstate.edu 
and share your wit with everyone!



SACS
(continued from page 1)

Support English,” focuses on English 0098 
classes and overhauling the resources available 
to students who take them. 

Should SACS be less than impressed with 
the effort, they could again delay or deny DSC’s 
reaccreditation bid.

But, again, you shouldn’t be worried. DSC is 
in good hands. 

Assistant Professor of English and QEP 
Director Jenny Crisp said that “Getting on the 
‘Write’ Path” will “greatly assist the many stu-
dents who come to DSC wanting a college edu-
cation but unprepared for college-level writing.” 

 Students required to repeat the course, Crisp 
said, are less and less likely to graduate with 
each attempt. 

“There is a very clear and direct correlation,” 
she said. “So we decided to strive for quality 
instead of quantity.”

The program combines collaborative learn-
ing, technology, and consistency between cours-
es to increase student success in English 0098. 

Students who take the course will also take 
the First Year Experience Seminar together. The 

The Roadrunner
Paul J. Barry -- editor in chief
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Want to write a guest column? Let The 
Roadrunner be your soapbox! Email us at 

roadrunnernews@daltonstate.edu
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consistency should allow students to become 
more comfortable with their classmates and 
therefore more comfortable learning, Crisp said. 

FYES will also teach those students study 
skills and time management to make the rigors 
of college more bearable. 

English 0098 students will also use computer 
software, called Write Experience, that provides 
constant personal guidance to help them better 
understand style and grammar. 

“This is a program that will help students 
who need it the most,” Crisp said. 

So what can you do to make sure that all 
goes well Sept. 18-20?

It’s crucial that you’re well versed in what 
DSC’s QEP is, what it means, and what role it 
plays in Dalton State’s reaccreditation bid. 

DSC President John O. Schwenn said, “When 
we have visitors [from SACS] on campus, they 
will walk around and ask students about SACS 
requirements.” 

They will mainly want to know that students 
are aware of the Quality Enhancement Plan and 
what it entails, Schwenn said. 

To learn more about SACS accreditation in 
general, visit http://www.daltonstate.edu/insti-
tutional-research-and-planning/index.html.

Nursing
(continued from page 1)

an  RN-BSN  completion  program as an exter-
nal degree through the University of West Geor-
gia. 

Statewide budget cuts recently forced UWG 
to reallocate their resources, using them closer 
to their main campus in Carrollton, however. 

The decision “left a void” at Dalton State, 
Starling said.

Because the healthcare field continues to 
expand and become more complex, there was 
still “a need for a higher level of education for 
nurses,” Starling said, “and a lot of the future 
is pointing towards the BSN as being the en-
try level for registered nurses and professional 
nursing.” 

Dalton State’s RN-BSN program is specifi-
cally designed for registered nurses who want a 
BSN but don’t have the time to go to class every 
day.

The 120-hour program offers hybrid cours-
es that require classroom meetings only once a 
week.

“We’re looking at that working profession-
al nurse,” Starling said, “so we’re trying to do 
something that will work with their schedules.”

Shazz Sawyer, a DSC freshman who plans a 
career in pediatric nursing, said, “It’s great that 
the program is offered here now, because I was 
going to have to transfer somewhere else. 

“Having the opportunity to eventually pur-
sue an RN-BSN degree here at Dalton State will 
broaden my career goals,” Sawyer added. 

The program will help nurses thrive in man-
agement-level positions and leadership roles 
and prepare them to conduct and apply research 
in various healthcare fields. It will also serve as 

a foundation for students who want to continue 
their educations and earn a Master of Science in 
nursing.

“We are excited about the program,” Star-
ling said, and the RN-BSN program’s future-
oriented curriculum will “meet whatever goals 
the student might have professionally.”

Roadrunner
(continued from page 3)

ROADKILL entry said, “I wish there were more 
campus plays.” The next semester, Assistant 
Professor of Communication and Theatre Jackie 
Daniels directed The Arabian Nights. Later this 
semester, Daniels is directing Muscadine Wine, 
written by Assistant Professor of Spanish Nancy 
Mason.

Last February, our first editorial cartoon 
showed a campus café customer objecting to 
being charged $20 for a spoon. This fall, caf-
eteria prices have decreased, while selection has 
increased.

While it would be unfair and inaccurate to 
say that these recent changes are a direct result 

of The Roadrunner’s exposure of these issues, it 
would also be unfair and inaccurate to say that it 
played no part at all. 

The Roadrunner has also reported on sever-
al milestones at Dalton State College, including 
the hiring of Dalton State’s new athletic direc-
tor Derek Waugh and new construction that will 
broaden Dalton State’s campus and provide new 
facilities for students. 

Fledgling though it may be, the newspaper 
at Dalton State reflects the culture of Dalton 
State as a whole in that its relatively small size 
allows it to maintain a more personal relation-
ship with the students. 

I have the utmost respect for the writers and 
editors of the newspapers of larger universities 
such as UGA’s Red and Black, but I think that 

their size makes it difficult to maintain the view-
point of the student body as a whole. 

Dalton State’s Roadrunner is growing and 
evolving, and I am proud to have been a part of 
it, not only in a professional capacity but also 
as a student. I think it is important that students 
have something to call their own other than 
textbooks they will never read again and student 
loans. The Roadrunner belongs to the students 
and I hope it always will. 

That’s why you should care.

               staff photo by Stephanie Dillard
Founding members of Beta Chi Nu, DSC’s chapter of the national biological 
honor society Beta Beta Beta, pose with new henna tattoos during the RSO Fair 
Aug. 16.
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