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Getting a Handle on Student Debt

This column has addressed the value of a college education and the positive impact a college 
degree can have over a lifetime of earnings. Estimates range between $550,000 to more than 
$1 million in lifetime income that can be accrued by those holding a bachelor’s degree; more 
for higher degrees. But the value of that degree must be measured against its cost.

Students who graduate from college saddled with tremendous student loan debt start out in a very deep hole 
from which it can be hard to emerge, especially in a depressed economy. 

Justin Wolfers, an associate professor of business and public policy at The University of Pennsylvania does not 
dispute the value of a college education but does caution against paying too much for that degree. “Going 
to college is worth it,” Wolfers says, “But doing so expensively might not make a lot of sense.” Here is where 
Dalton State’s affordability figures very favorably. We’re proud to make college education accessible to so many 
families whose students can come and earn a degree at a very reasonable cost.

The College Board reports that more than half the students at America’s public and private colleges now 
graduate with debt; the average for public college graduates is $22,000; at private colleges it’s $28,100. The 
Project on Student Debt estimates that two-thirds of students graduate with debt, averaging $25,250 owed in 
student loans. At Dalton State, 44 percent of our 2010 seniors graduated with student loan debt; the average 
amount owed was less than half the national average at $11,953. Less than half the national average!

Do we have students who cannot afford Dalton State’s low annual tuition and fees of $3,600? Indeed we do. 
Keep in mind that financial aid covers more than just tuition and fees but also related expenses including room 
and board, books and supplies, even transportation and other incidentals. Many students cut back or quit 
working in order to go to school and require aid in lieu of income. And 59 percent of our students report that 
they are first-generation college students –the first in their families to go to college– which often indicates they 
come from rural and/or lower income homes. 

Dalton State offers one of the most affordable four-year college degrees in the country. Our costs fare well 
against other public colleges and are well below that of private schools. When considered against the new crop 
of pricey for-profit colleges and universities, we are a real bargain. It is disturbing that students of for-profit 
schools and online universities are more than twice as likely to default on loans; the federal government (which 
issues most college loan money) needs to look seriously at how well these high-priced institutions are preparing 
graduates for jobs that would help them pay off their debt.

One way to view student debt is to consider it as an investment in a lifetime of higher earnings. At less than 
$12,000, Dalton State’s average debt seems modest against future earnings of more than half a million dollars. 
Likewise, it can be seen as a hedge against joblessness: at 9.1 percent the unemployment rate for young college 
grads is significantly below that of young adults with just a high school diploma; the unemployment rate for 
that group is 20.4 percent, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Debt of any kind is a bitter pill to swallow. At Dalton State, we offer outstanding value. We are committed to 
keeping our costs within reason while providing the highest quality education that we can. We think we do a 
good job of it, and in this day and time, I would encourage all who are looking at colleges to keep their eyes 
wide open and consider seriously the cost of the investment against the value of future returns. n
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Dr. John Schwenn

SACS
The Office of

Institutional Research
is in the process of completing 

work on our SACS report, 
which is due to SACS in March,

and anticipates having a draft 
ready for campus review 

during January. 

Those who still need to 
provide information or data 
to Dr. Henry Codjoe and 
the Office of Institutional

Research are urged to 
do so as soon as possible 

in order to expedite 
completion of the report.



BearManor Media has just announced the release of The Big Damn Firefly and Serenity Trivia Book, 
a new book by Assistant Professor of Communication Dr. Kris M. Barton. The book is described as 
the “ultimate fan’s guide to Joss Whedon’s critically acclaimed series Firefly and its film sequel Serenity. 
To learn more about the book, visit www.bearmanormedia.com 

Dr. Jenny Crisp, Assistant Professor of English, has had an article entitled “Evaluating Student 
Writing with Adobe Acrobat Pro” published in Educause Quarterly, Vol. 34, No. 4. The journal is 
online; the article can be accessed at http://www.educause.edu/library/EQM11420 

Three School of Technology faculty members, Mr. Ray Dales, Instructor in Cisco Networking; 
Ms. Rebecca Lowery, Instructor in Technical Graphics and 3D Design; and Mr. Kelson Smith, 
Associate Professor in Industrial Electrical and Electronic Technology, served as judges at the 
Northwest High School Technology Fair held on December 8. As Chair of the Department of 
Technical Studies, Ms. Linda LaChapelle coordinated Dalton State’s participation, which included 
evaluating projects in digital video production, robotics, Web 2.0 applications, 3D modeling, digital 
photography, multimedia applications, and non-multimedia applications. 

Professor of Political Science Dr. Bao Gang Guo spoke on his book China’s Quest for Political 
Legitimacy (Lexington Books, 2010) for the Halle Speaker Series on “Politics, Trade and Philanthropy: 
New Research on China,” sponsored by the Claus M. Halle Institute for Global Learning at Emory 
University, on November 29, 2011, at Emory’s Woodruff Library. The Halle Institute is Emory’s 
premier venue for visits by heads of state, distinguished policy makers, and influential public 
intellectuals from around the world. In addition, another book by Dr. Guo, China Labyrinth: 
Exploring China’s Model for Development, co-edited with He Li, was published in December, 2011, 
by the same publisher. 

“Emerging Entrepreneurship in Cuba,” a case and teaching note by Dr. Marilyn Helms, 
Sesquicentennial Chair and Professor of Management, has been published in Emerald’s 
Emerging Markets Case Studies at 
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/fwd.htm?id=aob&ini=aob&doi=10.1108/20450621111172980

Dr. Charles D. Johnson, Dean of the School of Technology, made a presentation titled “The 
Teamwork Fallacy: Collaboration Doesn’t Equal Competence” at the Association for Career and 
Technical Education Annual Convention held November 17-19, 2011, in St. Louis, Missouri. 

A newsletter for Dalton State College faculty and staff  l  January 2012  l  Page 2

Quille
CAMPUS WATCH

Faculty/staff are encouraged to submit professional news (after the fact) for Campus Watch.
For inclusion in the February issue, please send to Linda Massey (lmassey) by January 25.
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Our QEP:
“Getting on the ‘Write’ Path: Improving Academic Performance 

of High Risk Students through Learning Support English.”
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But these days, just staying on top of routine responsibilities requires 
looking ahead, and according to Henry, his office usually has at least one 
     one major project in the works that will increase 
     efficiency or customer satisfaction. This year, that 
     project is a new campus card that will roll out during
     the first week of spring semester, the Roadrunner Card.

     Although the HigherOne Card will still be used for 
     financial aid and tuition reimbursements, the new
     Roadrunner Card will serve as the official ID card for
     all students, faculty, and staff. 
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When asked what he would like the campus community to know about the 
Office of Business Services, Assistant VP for Fiscal Affairs Nick Henry, 
pictured left, has an immediate response.

“For the past seven years, our state audits have resulted in #1 ratings,” he says, 
“and with the fourth lowest level of student expense among all 35 System 
institutions, we’re good stewards of the resources we’re given.”

Spotlight on...Business Services

                   Office of Fiscal Affairs – Scott Bailey, VP for Fiscal Affairs

             Business Services – Nick Henry, Assistant VP for Fiscal Affairs
                    Auxillary Services – David Ballentine, Director
                           Campus Card – David Lesicko, Roadrunner Card/Business Center Manager
                   Student Accounts – Ashley Baugh, Bursar
                    Accounting and Budgets – Tamya Morris, Assistant Director of Accounting

In addition to maintaining the many day-to-day business functions of 
the College and providing information and reports needed by the admin-
istration, the Office of Business Services reports to the University System 
Board of Regents and to the state audit department. 

The Office of Business Services is one of five units of the College’s Office of Fiscal Affairs, which is overseen by Vice President Scott Bailey. 
Other offices which fall under the umbrella of Fiscal Affairs include Human Resources, Plant Operations, Purchasing, and Public Safety. 

Pictured from left: Tamya Morris, Assistant Director of 
Accounting, David Ballentine, Director of Auxillary Services, 
and Ashley Baugh, Bursar.

“I am quite proud of what we are able to accomplish,” said Henry. “Dalton State is one of the schools in the System that seems to do the most 
with the least.” n

David Lesicko,
New Roadrunner 
Card/Business 
Center Manager

“In December alone, we filed three major reports–revenue projections for 
2013, a budget breakdown and justification for mandatory fees for Board 
approval, and a quarterly budget amendment for changes needed for the 
current year’s budget,” said Henry. “And December is a very short month.”

In addition to providing access to Library and Fitness Center services, the Roadrunner Card can be loaded and then 
used as a debit card to pay for copying services and to make purchases from the Bookstore, the Roadrunner Café, and 
select vending machines across campus. And going forward, this card may eventually have other uses such as serving
as a key card for access to campus facilities. 
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December rewind...

Rage enjoyed a day away from the main campus 
during December when he traveled to Gilmer County 
to participate in the Reindeer Ralley–a 5K run through 
downtown Ellijay to raise money for Relay for Life. 
The Dalton State Gilmer County Center served as an 
in-kind sponsor for the event, and Rage made an 
appearance to greet runners at the finish line. A
ccording to Administrative Assistant Tracey May, 
pictured left with Rage, “a great time was had by 
all.” (Not pictured is Gilmer Center Coordinator 
Sandy Ott.)

Student Gray Bartlett won 
first prize in the Center for 
International Study photo 
contest in December with 

this picture taken in China. 
Bartlett participated in the 

2008 Summer Study in 
China Program and returned 

there for extended travel in 
2009 and 2010. “When I 
was little,” he wrote, “the 

rice terraces of Pingan were 
exactly what I imagined 

China was like–a place vastly 
different from the U.S.”

Second and third place winners were Irene Quintero and Iman Soliman-Momamed, participants in 
the 2011 Summer Study Program in Spain. Judges were Dr. Baogang Guo, Director of the Center for 
International Education, Dr. Leslie Harrelson, Associate Professor of English, and Linda Massey of 
the Office of Marketing and Communications.

January calendar:

January 12 – Platelet Drive*
9 am to 3 pm, Eddie Miller Room
To register, email acolello

January 16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
College closed
Dalton State in the Community* 
MLK Day of Service Opportunity
To register, email acolello 
 
January 20 
Dalton State in the Community*
Day of Service: Headstart
To register, email acolello

January 24-26 – Blood Drive*
10 am to 3 pm, Eddie Miller Room
To register, email acolello
 
January 25 – Volunteer Fair*
9 am to 1 pm, Pope, Upper Level 
Community partners on campus to 
share volunteer opportunities 

*Sponsor: Student Life

Pictured, from left, Sean Gerardino, 
Enrollment Counselor, Pat Kresl, 
Registrar, and Sarita Gale, Facilities 
Manager/Records Specialist, pause 
following check-in and line-up for
approximately 150 graduates who
took part in fall commencement.

Scenes from Fall Graduation 2011

Dr. Sandra Stone, VP  for Academic Affairs, Marshal Dr. Calvin Meyer, Dean of the School of 
Education, and Dr. Barbara Murray, Chair, Department of Humanities, confer; Standard Bearer 
Dr. Michael Hoff leads the processional; and Dr. John Lugthart, Professor of Biology, offers the 
commencement address.


