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Students who go straight from high school, move to a residential college, and 
graduate in four years may fit our image of the traditional college student, but 
they are, in fact, far from typical. In reality, only one-fourth of post-secondary 
students attend school full-time in this manner; the remaining 75 percent are 
commuting students who work hard to balance their studies with work and 
family obligations.

Proof is in... the picture!

On March 14, Director of Institutional Research Dr. Henry
Codjoe, left, personally delivered Dalton State’s Compliance 
Report for Reaffirmation to the SACS office in Atlanta, one 
day before the March 15 deadline. 

Receiving the document on behalf of SACS is Ms. Rae Borden, 
Administrative Assistant to the Commission on College’s 
Vice President for Colleges, Dr. Claudette Williams. 

Accompanying Dr. Codjoe to Atlanta were Dean of the School 
of Liberal Arts Dr. Mary Nielsen, who served as General Editor 
for the report, and Mr. Patrick Tisdel, Research Assistant for the 
Office  of Institutional Research, who worked with Dr. Codjoe
on the project.

Governor Deal Charges 
USG Presidents with Mission
Representatives from Dalton State 
attended the Complete College 
Georgia Summit in Athens on
March 9 and 20. For Dr. Angela 
Harris’s report on the summit 
and expectations for “Complete
College Georgia,” see page five.

Attention Advisors:
School of Education

Orientation
Thursday, April 19

4:30 to 5:30 pm
Memorial Hall, Room 131

(Mandatory for all students
 seeking to enter Secondary 

Education Program)

While we will always encourage anyone serious about pursuing a college 
education to do so, time is the enemy of college completion. Part-time students 
are far less likely to graduate than full-time students, even when they take twice as long to finish their 
degree programs. Students requiring remedial classes (which do not earn college credit) are much less 
likely to graduate than their colleagues who arrive at college prepared for college-level work. 

Too much choice and too little guidance can mean too many students hop between majors, 
earning excess credits, and extending their college careers but ultimately reducing their likelihood 
of graduating at all. Chances for college success among transfer, minority, older, and low income 
students are even more slim.   

Funding has historically been tied directly to enrollment so the more students registered the more 
money a school received. But is a student headcount the best way to measure a college’s success? 
A more appropriate metric it seems would be to measure the number of students who complete a 
degree program and leave with a meaningful credential in hand.

We don’t just need more students to go to college; we need more students to stay in college and 
graduate from college. My goal for all students is to see them walk across our stage with a degree.

This renewed emphasis on retaining students, having them progress through an academic program
and graduate with a diploma in hand means that we’re doing things differently at Dalton State. 



Dalton State presents at 2012 Appalachian 
Studies Conference at Indiana University 

In line with the College’s “Student Scholarship” initiative 
(see page 5), BSW students Todd Causby and Latisha Jones 
presented “Teaching and Learning Appalachian Cultural 
Competence” with Dr. Lynne Cabe, Associate Professor of 
Social Work, at the 35th Annual Appalachian Studies 
Conference at Indiana University of Pennsylvania on March 24. 
The presentation resulted from work done in 2011 for Social 
Work in Appalachia (SOWK 3505). Dr. Cabe presented
teaching philosophies and methods, and the students presented 
their major project, an examination of an Appalachian cultural 
topic with application of overarching course concepts. Student
travel costs were supported by funding from the Student 
Advisory Council.

Dalton faculty join presenters from Kennesaw 
State and Southern Polytechnic for Bandy 
Colloquium on Women in Higher Education 
in Georgia

Presenters for the Bandy Center’s March 30 event included, 
from left: Dr. Judy Cornett, Chair, Department of Social 
Sciences, Dalton State, “Women and Education Reform 
in Georgia”; Dr. Jennifer Dickey, Assistant Professor of 
History/Coordinator of Public History, Kennesaw State
University, “The Spirit of Doing Something: Martha Berry’s 
Lasting Legacy in Education”; Dr. Sandra Stone, VP for 
Academic Affairs, Dalton State, “Status of Women in 
Higher Education in Georgia”; and Dr. Lisa Rossbacher, 
President, Southern Polytechnic State University, “STEM, 
Stereotypes, and Stromboli: How Technology Barbie 
Earned an ‘A’.”

Dr. Sandra Stone receives 2012 Idahlynn Karre Award 

On Wednesday, March 28, Dr. Sandra Stone, VP for Academic Affairs, was named 
an outstanding leader during the Chair Academy’s 21st annual International 
Leadership Conference in Atlanta. The Academy’s mission is “to design and promote 
world-class training programs and services to advance academic and administrative 
leadership for post-secondary institutions,” and the award recognizes an individual’s
ability to “advance academic and administrative leadership at his or her institution.”
Dr. Stone was recognized in the Conference program as a “leader in improving 
higher education at the national level” for her work on the American Association 
of Colleges and Schools Steering Committee and for transforming Dalton State by 
establishing new practices for improved institutional effectiveness, including 
engaging 65 faculty in learning-centered course redesign, creating six new degree 
programs, acquiring grants for learning-enhancement and non-traditional students, 
establishing a Center for International Education, and expanding online learning.”
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CAMPUS WATCH
Submit professional news for the May eQuill (after the fact) to lmassey by Monday, April 23.

 Items received after that date will be held for the June issue.
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In this column and the next, I will 
lay out our plans for helping more 
of our students succeed in college 
and leave here with the education 
they need and a diploma to hang 
on the wall.

Beginning this fall, we will be 
more selective in the students 
we admit. If a student has virtually 
no chance of graduating, is it fair 
for them to even begin? As an 
access institution we have to 
balance carefully a student’s 
ability to come to college with 
their ability to succeed when they 
get here. We are doing more to 
screen effectively to ensure that 
students are starting in the right 
program, at the right place.

What else are we doing to ensure
that more of the students who 
enroll at Dalton State actually 
graduate from Dalton State?

Our Near Peer program offers 
select high school students 
intensive instruction in math, 
writing, and reading so that 
they’ll be better prepared for 
college work and less likely to 
require remediation when they 
get to college. In addition, these 
students are paired with mentor 
students from Dalton State who 
educate them on the realities of
college life, tour them around
campus, and show them how to 
apply to college. Students who 
have participated in Near Peer
have achieved dramatic improve-
ment in college readiness and the 
program is being held up as a 
model across the state.

Assistant Professor of Communication Dr. Kris Barton presented his research for a program titled “The 
Truth About Reality TV” at Indiana University–Kokomo on March 27.

The Derrell C. Roberts Library hosted a meeting of the Chattanooga Area Library Association (CALA) on 
Thursday, March 15, with Librarians Mr. David Brown and Ms. Melissa Whitesell participating in a panel 
discussion and sharing tips for incorporating technology into the classroom during their presentation titled 
“Using iClickers in Library Instruction.”

Retired Associate Professor of Education Dr. Larry Cooper has published his first novel. The book is titled 
Lincoln’s Land and deals with the American Civil War in East Tennessee. It is available locally at the Book 
Nook and Crown Gardens.

“Bird feathers, a new tool for measuring avian stress levels,” a Tufts University study by Christine R. Lattin, 
J. Michael Reed, L. Michael Romer, and Dr. David W. DesRochers, Assistant Professor of Biology, and 
originally published in the May 2011 online edition of Journal of Avian Biology, has been reprinted in 
Conservation News at http://www.conservationmaven.com/frontpage/bird-feathers-a-new-tool-for-measuring-
avian-stress-levels.html

Dr. Mary Edwards, Professor of Education, and Dr. Carol Pate, Retired Instructor in Education, presented 
a seminar titled “Making Co-Teaching Work for You” at the Georgia Council for Exceptional Children’s 
annual conference on February 24. The seminar addressed the role of co-teachers (special education and 
regular education teachers) in an inclusive classroom and focused on three main objectives: utilizing effective 
co-teaching strategies, merging one’s expertise and educational orientation, and sharing instruction and 
accountability for all students.

As a member of the Georgia Professional Standards Board of Examiners, Dr. Mary Edwards participated in 
an accreditation visit at Shorter University February 19-22. The Board of Examiners’ role is to review and 
recommend approval of teacher education programs, ultimately ending in accreditation of the programs.

Thanks to funding from the Office of Student Life and the Dalton State Foundation, Dr. Baogang Guo, 
Professor of Political Science, accompanied nine Dalton State international and former study abroad 
students to the 12th Georgia International Leadership Conference (GILC) in Eatonton, Georgia, February 
24-26. This was the first opportunity for Dalton State student leaders to attend the conference, which 
welcomed USG students from five continents and 100 countries. 

Director of Student Life Ms. Jami Hall has served on the Executive Board for the Georgia College 
Personnel Association (GCPA) for the past four years. GCPA is a state branch of the American College 
Personnel Association and serves as a comprehensive student affairs association that provides outreach,
advocacy, best practices, research, and professional development opportunities to foster college student 
learning. This year, Hall served as Chair for the 43rd Annual GCPA Conference which was titled “The 
Shape of Student Affairs in Georgia.” The conference was held February 22-24 at Armstrong Atlantic State 
University in Savannah, and it hosted 190 college student affairs administrators from 29 institutions across 
the state.

(Continued on page 4) (Continued on page 4)



CAMPUS WATCH (continued from page 3)
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Our Summer Bridge program is
an annual program for about 
100 admitted students that also 
prepares incoming students for 
the realities of college life and 
offers academic enhancement 
courses in core areas such as math, 
reading, and writing, again with 
the hope of reducing the amount 
of remediation necessary.

Middle and high school students 
in our Summer Academy receive 
specific supplemental instruction 
classes in math, science, English, 
and social studies with the goal 
of helping them (mostly students 
for whom English is a second
language) pass these subject areas 
in high school. Complementary 
goals are to help the students 
and their families to become 
more aware of the value of 
attaining higher education and 
completing college.

We will consider other solutions
as well, such as embedding 
remediation into regular college 
courses to help students get a 
jump start on earning credit, and
we will recommend other metrics 
by which we believe college success 
should be measured and to which 
funding should be tied.

As I said earlier, we’re going to be 
doing things differently at Dalton 
State. But in the end, if it means 
that more students who come here 
are ultimately more successful, 
then we all win. n 

Next month: new strategies 
Dalton State will undertake to 
encourage college completion.

Ms. Cheryl Larsen, Assistant Professor of Communication; Mr. Jerry Drye, Assistant Professor of 
Communication; Ms. Sarah Jia Min, Lecturer in Communication; Dr. Clint Kinkead, Assistant 
Professor of Communication; and Ms. Barbara Tucker, Associate Professor of Communication, 
participated in the 81st Annual Conference of the Georgia Communication Association. Min presented 
“Teaching and Managing International Students” and Larsen, Drye, Kinkead, and Tucker presented a 
panel titled “Teaching as Performance,” with subtopics of humor (Drye), performance aspects of teaching 
(Larsen), and teacher self-disclosure (Tucker). The conference took place on February 23 and 24 at 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, Georgia.

Coordinator for Leadership and Student Engagement, Ms. Amber Lesicko and Coordinator for 
Orientation and Student Involvement Mr. Ryan Provost presented “Adjusting to Being Full-Time 
Professionals” for graduate students at the Georgia College Personnel Association (GCPA) annual 
conference at Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah on February 23. Their presentation was 
based off of an article from the NASPA Journal, “Journal of Student Affairs Research and Practice,”
about expected competencies of new professionals and Council for Advancement of Standards in 
Higher Education (CAS) standards for student affairs professionals.

Dr. Marsha Mathews, Associate Professor of English, will be a panelist and lead the “Sculpting Evocative 
Poetry” workshop at the Northwest Georgia Valley Writers Conference, March 30 to April 1. Her chap-
book, Sunglow & A Tuft of Nottingham Lace, was nominated for a 2012 Georgia Author of the Year Award. 

At the National Association for Developmental Education Conference in Orlando, Florida, held February 
23-25, Associate Professor of English and Reading Dr. Lydia Postell and Dean of the School of Liberal 
Arts Dr. Mary Nielsen presented “Using YouTube in English and Reading Classes,” and Ms. Regina Ray, 
Associate Professor of Reading, and Ms. Cathy Hunsicker, Assistant Professor of Reading, presented 
“Problem Solving Is Not Just for Math Anymore!”

Dr. Christy Price, Professor of Psychology, made five presentations and conducted several workshops 
during March: On March 2 she conducted workshops on “Student Engagement” and “Moving from Good 
to Great” for the faculty at Ithica Elementary School in Villa Rica, Georgia. On March 6 she presented 
“Gen Y Moves into the Workforce” and “Engaging Millennial Learners” at Ithaca College in Ithaca, New 
York. On March 8, Dr. Price presented her research on “Engaging Millennial Learners” and on March 9 
she presented on “Learning-Centered Teaching” for the faculty at Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas.
In addition, on March 16, she conducted a workshop for faculty on “Student Engagement” at Newton 
High School in Covington, Georgia. On March 27, Dr. Price and Dr. Sandra Stone, VP for Academic
Affairs, presented their “Campus-Wide Learning-Centered Redesign Project” at the 2012 Chair Academic 
Leadership Conference in Atlanta.  

Mr. Ryan Provost, Coordinator for Orientation and Student Involvement, presented on “Serving Non-
Traditional Students at Orientation” at the Southern Regional Orientation Workshop on March 10 at the 
University of North Carolina, Charlotte. Mr. Provost, who serves as the Southeastern Small College
Network Representative for the National Orientation Directors Association, also hosted a small college 
roundtable at the conference for orientation professionals from southeastern states.

Associate Professor of Communication Ms. Barbara Tucker was installed as the First Vice President of 
the Georgia Communication Association at its 81st Annual Conference, February 23 and 24, at Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, Georgia. She will serve a two-year term in this position and will 
plan and host the next annual conference, which will be held at Dalton Sate in February of 2013. 
n 



Governor Deal Charges USG Presidents with Complete College
Georgia Mission (Reported by Dr. Angela Harris, Assistant VP for Enrollment Services)

On March 19 and 20, Dr. Angela Harris, Dr. Jodi Johnson, VP for Enrollment
and Student Services, Dr. Sandra Stone, VP for Academic Affairs, Dr. Henry 
Codjoe, Director of Institutional Research, and Dr. Christy Price, Professor of 
Psychology, represented Dalton State at the “Complete College Georgia” Summit
in Athens.

The Complete College Georgia Plan, which was adopted by the boards of both the University 
System (USG) and the Technical College System (TCSG) and submitted to Governor Deal in 
December 2011, outlines an ambitious goal for meeting the State’s projected education needs. 

It is projected that by 2012 over 60 percent of Georgia’s jobs will require some form of higher
education. Currently, just 42 percent of Georgia’s young adults have a certificate, an associate’s 
degree, or a bachelor’s degree or higher. Moving from today’s 42 percent to a goal of 60 percent 
will require approximately 250,000 additional graduates. This is an ambitious goal, the success 
of which will depend, of course, upon the success of individual USG and TCSG institutions.

USG Central Office staff and campus representatives have developed a process for the creation
of campus-level completion plans that align with our statewide plan. The work consists of
several components that must be initiated simultaneously and performed in parallel in order to
meet the Governor’s deadline for submission of individual campus plans by September 1, 2012.
 
The campus-level document must outline a strategy for completing the statewide plan’s four 
most pressing components: system and campus goals, metrics aligned to the Governor’s Higher 
Education funding commission, resources to support plan development, and components of the 
plan itself.

The University System and the Technical College System are in the process of refining 
respective system-level targets relative to the additional 250,000 graduates needed for the state. 
These recommended targets will be vetted and the overall goals will become the foundation for 
setting institutional level targets. While institutional targets will not be set without a thorough 
and collaborative discussion, it is clear institutions will need to recommend and work toward 
improved access and significantly higher retention and graduation rates than currently exist.

Q
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Coming later this month...you’re invited!
Student Scholarship Showcase

In April, Dalton State students will share
their writing, research, and presentation 
skills in the College’s first annual Student 
Scholarship Showcase.

A detailed schedule will be published before
the Showcase, but as of now the Department 
of Social Sciences will present on April 25 
and the Department of Humanities on 
April 26. The Schools of Education and 
Technology will present on April 23, and 
the School of Business on April 24 and 26 
(and May 1.) The School of Sciences and 
Mathematics will present on April 25, and 
the School of Social Work on April 26.

The  Student Scholarship Initiative goal is
to promote the “academic excellence and 
scholarship” of our students by: fostering 
the development of critical thinking, writing, 
and oral communication skills; encouraging 
scientific and humanistic investigation and 
research; fostering academic creativity and 
original ideas within disciplines; encouraging 
analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of complex 
problems; and promoting student presenta-
tion and publication in appropriate outlets. 

In addition to the Showcase, a number of 
our students have participated in and been 
recognized at outside events this spring. See 
“Dalton State presents at Appalachian Studies 
Conference” on page 5, and look for more 
stories of DS student excellence to come.

The Student Scholarship Initiative committee 
includes: Barbara Tucker (Humanities), 
Tammy Bryon (Social Sciences), Lynne 
Cabe (Social Work), Charles Johnson 
(Technology), Gina Kertullis-Tartar 
(Science), Jason Schmurr and Lirong Yu 
(Math), Orenda Gregory (Education), and 
Melissa Whitesell, (Library).

For info, contact: mwhitesell or 2503
Sponsors:   Office of Academic Affairs 
    Dalton State Foundation

Getting on the “Write” Path:
Improving the Academic 

Performance of High-Risk Students 
through Learning Support English

Quality Enhancement Plan posters featuring our 
QEP statement and student-designed logo have 
been placed in offices and classrooms across campus. 
Please take a moment to discuss our QEP with 
your students.

If you notice that a classroom poster is missing, 
please send the building and room number to
lmassey, and it will be replaced. Thank you.

For additional information, visit: 
http://gov.georgia.gov/00/press/detail/0,,165937316_180136645_181836313,00.html

Harris
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Home Grown: A Literary Celebration of Northwest Georgia (Sponsors: Roberts Library/Office of Student Life)
Unless otherwise noted, all “Home Grown” events will take place in Goodroe Auditorium and are free/open to the public, with seating 
available on a first-come/served basis. For info: 4575. *Indicates autograph session will follow.  
 April 9, 1 pm  Breaking the Heartland: Georgia’s Civil War, Dr. John D. Fowler*, B. J. and Dicksie Bandy Chair of History
 April 9, 2:30-4:30  Workshop: “Finding Your Civil War Ancestors” 
      Librarian David Brown assists participants in the use of Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System databases
      and other Library resources (Roberts Library, Wireless Classroom)
 April 10, 1 pm   “Writing for Television/Film,” Jeffrey Stepakoff, screenwriter (Wonder Years, Dawson’s Creek) 
 April 10, 6 pm  Author of Fireworks Over Toccoa, Jeffrey Stepakoff*, discusses his new book The Orchard* 
 April 11, 1 pm  “The Love of Reading” by Southern storyteller and columnist for thechattanoogan.com, Roy Exum*  
 April 12, 1 pm  “Foxfire: 45 years” by Joyce Green*, author of The Foxfire 45th Anniversary Book
 April 12, 6 pm  “The Barbecue that Healed a Nation” by cook book author Kent Whitaker*, The Deck Chef, and
      “Taste of the South,” a sampling of southern food

Dalton State Student Talent Show – Thursday, April 12, 8:30 pm, Goodroe (Sponsor: Residential Life) Show your support!

Build DS hiking trails! Fri., April 13, 8:30am to 12noon, meet south end of George Rice Dr. (bring sturdy shoes, gloves, water), jlugthart

Food for Thought (Brown Bag Lunch for Faculty/Staff ): Telling Our Diverse Stories, Friday, April 13, 12:15, Brown 202, info 4562

The Moccasin Brass Quintet (Sponsors: Department of Humanities and Office of Student Life)
Sunday, April 15, 3 pm, Goodroe, free/open to the public, seating first-come/served, info 2528  

Community Cinema: Freedom Riders, Monday, April 16, 6:30 pm, Goodroe, free/open, seating first-come/served, info 4562

Sex Signals – “a real life, funny, sort-of improv about dating, sex, and other stuff” for Dalton State students/staff/faculty. Encourage 
students/come yourself to laugh and learn some relationship skills. Tuesday, April 17, 7:30 pm, Goodroe (Sponsor: Student Life) 

Lecture: Tom Shroder, award-winning journalist and former editor of Washington Post Magazine (Sponsor: Office of Student Life)
Thursday, April 19, 7:30 pm, Goodroe, free/open to the public, seating first-come/served, info 4428 

2012 Honors Convocation, Friday, April 20, 9 am, Goodroe, seating first-come/first-served, for info: 4420 (Office of Academic Affairs)
Faculty and staff excellence awards will be presented on Scholarship Day, Friday, April 20, 1 pm, Bandy Gym. Everyone’s invited! 

Student Scholarship Showcase – See story on page 5. (Sponsor: Office of Academic Affairs) 
April 24 through 26 (and May 1), a schedule will be published the week before the event, for additional info: mwhitesell or 2503

Dalton State Faculty, Staff, and Student Concert (Sponsors: Department of Humanities and Office of Student Life)
Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 pm, Goodroe, free/open to the public, seating first-come/served, info 2528

Thursday, April 26, 9 am to 3 pm, Memorial Hospital Mobile Health Coach mammograms for students/employees 35 and over, 
insured/uninsured, must have a physician, picture ID, and if insured, your insurance card. To schedule: 423.495.4040 or 1.866.591.2254. 

Chattanooga Tuba/Euphonium Quartet (Sponsors: Department of Humanities and Office of Student Life)
Sunday, April 29, 3 pm, Goodroe Auditorium, info 2528

Civil Rights Icon Congressman John Lewis: “Building the Beloved Community,” Monday, April 30, 7 pm, Goodroe, info 4562 
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March rewind...  

TRANSITIONS

Welcome to

Becky Budynkiewicz
Assistant Director of

 Residential Education
Campus Housing

Stacie Kilgore
Office Manager

Admissions/Recruitment

Farewell to   

 Vickie Adkison
 Admissions/Recruitment

Dr. Carolyn Pate
School of Education

Fine Arts and
Lecture Series 

for Fall (and Spring)
2012 – 2013

The Office of Student Life 
is seeking suggestions for 

Fine Arts and Lecture Series 
events for 2012-13.

Please send suggestions 
and supporting information 
to the Office of Student Life 

by Friday, April 20. 

In addition, if you are 
interested in assisting with 

the selection of FALS 
programs, please contact

Jami Hall at jhall. 

Arabian Nights, directed by Assistant Professor of Communication Jackie Daniels, opened to an enthusiastic 
crowd on March 29. Almost thirty student actors and musicians and faculty and staff volunteers, including 
Library Assistant Laurie Raper, Assistant Director, and Associate Professor of Biology Dr. Celeste Humphrey, 
Choreographer, participated in the four-performance production. Above, actors enjoy a standing ovation.

Well done!

Social Work assistant
Iman Mohamed, left, 

and Assistant Professor
of Social Work 

Dr. Robin Cleeland 
work the sign-in desk for 
“Social Work Ethics and

and Technology” 
held March 30 in the 

Brown Center. 
At a reception in the Roberts 
Library on March 14, a water color 
titled Reflections by Kelley Whaley 
of Murray County took 1st place 
in the 2012 High School Art 
Competition for Georgia’s 9th 
Congressional District, with Rep. 
Tom Graves presenting the award.

Former AD and basketball coach,
Melvyn Ottinger “wowed the crowd”
with his recipe for Roadrunner 
success when he presented “Beep! 
Beep! The DJC Roadrunners, 1968-78”
for a Dalton State Foundation Lunch 
& Learn on March 16.

New AD 
Derek Waugh 
speaks with a
guest during
the “meet 
and greet”
held for faculty, 
staff, and
community 
members
on March 20.

For those of you
with any time 
to notice...the

campus has been
quite lovely of late. 

Kudos to 
Lynn Morse,

Landscaping and 
Grounds Supervisor,
and the entire crew!


