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Dr. John Schwenn

Left: Marlen Rodriguez, 
Bachelor of Social Work, 
Class of 2012, gives the 
spring commencement 
address on May 11. 

Dalton State welcomes 
Congressman John Lewis

In order to shrink the gap between the current supply of college-degreed workers 
and the demand projected for 2020, we have designated a significant portion of 
the College’s FY2013 state budget allocation to college completion programs.

We need to create more college graduates, pure and simple. We are grateful to the
legislature for additional funds allocated this year, and we intend to use some of
them to help the governor realize his goal of producing 248,000 more graduates in the next eight years.

Dalton State’s state allocation of $13,710,968 is up over $1.2 million from FY-12 and restores 
operational funds from the loss of Technical College System of Georgia support last year and 
equalization funds to close the gap within the state college sector.

In addition, the College will receive new state funds for designated projects and programs designed 
to enhance college success, and graduation rates.  Governor Nathan Deal and the General Assembly 
fully funded the University System’s enrollment formula, and as a result, all 35 institutions are shar-
ing in $72.5 million in funding to strengthen programs serving the system’s almost 320,000 students. 

Among those funds is $105,000 allocated for data software and an analyst to track retention and 
completion rates at Dalton State.

Interpreting information is going to be essential to the college completion challenge. We must do 
more to capture and analyze data to see where our stumbling blocks are. What programs have the 
highest drop-out rates? Which classes? What kinds of students are most likely to become derailed 
in their educational efforts? Where are our greatest successes and how can we replicate those on a 
larger scale?

In addition, $50,000 has been designated for stipends for full-time faculty to teach First Year 
Experience classes. 

Student engagement is critical to retention. The more connected a student feels to his classes, his 
peers, his professors, his college, the more likely he is to stay and complete a program. Our FYE 
program is aimed at bonding the student to the institution as quickly and as closely as possible. 
                                    (Continued on page 2)

Right: 
Veronica Summers, 

Financial Aid Counselor,
assists applicant

Vickie McEntire 
(far right), on Quick 
Admit Day, May 4.

“And the beat goes on...”

Your...Art in the Library

The Derrell C. Roberts Library is 
offering an opportunity for campus 
artists to display their work through the 
Art in the Library project. Students, staff, 
and faculty are encouraged to submit art 
for inclusion in this ongoing exhibit.   

Accepted Media:
Paintings: oil, acrylics, watercolors
Drawings: pastels, colored pencil, pencil, 
charcoal, ink, markers 
Computer-generated art
Photography: black/white, sepia, color 
Other: collage, mixed media, textiles
  
Contact Melissa Whitesell at 
mwhitesell or 2503.

Dalton State ’68
Digital Repository Updated

Roberts Library has updated the 
College’s Digital Repository to include 
Dalton Junior College yearbooks dating 
back to 1968. They offer a a fascinating 
look at academics, sports, and student 
life and are searchable by name. Visit:
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/daltonstate.1
and type Yearbook in the search box, 
or click Browse All Titles to see the 
items available. 
n

Graduation Admission



CAMPUS WATCH
The eQuill will return in August. To be included, submit professional news to lmassey by July 23.
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An additional $45,000 was desig-
nated for a new advisor position. 

One problem we have identified 
is that too many students take too 
many classes and accumulate too 
many credits unrelated to their 
program of study. We must 
shorten the time to degree 
completion. Good advising is 
critical to helping students 
identify the program of study best 
suited to them and then moving 
them through that program as 
expeditiously and efficiently 
as possible.

College readiness programs, 
flexible systems for delivery of 
instruction, and redesign of 
remedial classes are other areas 
in which we intend to focus 
attention.

It’s a domino effect that benefits 
us all. If we can improve each 
individual student’s probability 
for success, then we should retain 
and ultimately graduate more 
students who will contribute to 
the state’s economy as knowledge 
workers and taxpayers. It’s a 
win-win-win situation.
n

Assistant Professor of Communication Dr. Kris Barton has had three essays published in the edited 
collection: Joss Whedon: The Complete Companion: The TV Series, the Movies, the Comic Books and More: 
The Essential Guide to the Whedonverse which arrived in stores May 1.

Dr. Jenny Crisp, Assistant Professor of English and QEP Editor, has obtained funding for two grants. The 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation has provided a grant for $15,000 to fund adult education and family 
literacy classes provided by the Chattooga County Literacy Council. The Council’s program provides adult 
basic education and GED classes for parents, age-appropriate classes for their children, and joint classes to 
help parents become their young children’s first teachers. Also, the Walmart Foundation’s Local Commu-
nity Contribution Program has awarded the Literacy Council a grant of $1,000 for salaries and/or teaching 
materials. Dr. Crisp serves as in-house grant writer and president of the council’s board of directors.

Several Dalton State College faculty presented at the University System of Georgia Teaching and Learning 
Conference at Unicoi State Park April 12-13. Dr. Christy Price, Professor of Psychology, presented the
closing keynote address on “Motivating Students” and Dr. Raina Rutti, Assistant Professor of Manage-
ment, Dr. Marina Smitherman, Assistant Professor of Biology, Ms. Kathryn Pridemore, Instructor in 
Mathematics, and Dr. Price presented “Epic Fail! If We’re Teaching, Why Aren’t They Learning? Enhancing 
Student Achievement of Learning Outcomes with Learning-Centered Teaching.” Ms. Orenda Gregory,
Assistant Professor of Education, and Dr. Sharon Beavers, Assistant Professor of Education, presented 
“Using Rubrics to Promote Student Engagement, Critical Thinking Skills, and Motivation.” Ms. Regina 
Ray, Associate Professor Reading, and Ms. Cathy Hunsicker, Assistant Professor of Reading, presented 
“Problem Solving is Not Just for Math Anymore!” And Mr. Josh Pfiester, Assistant Professor of Education 
presented “Modeling the Nature of Science and Developing Critical Thinking Skills Among Elementary 
Science Methods Students.” 

On April 11, Dr. Christy Price presented on “Engaging Millennial Learners” at the University of South 
Carolina Upstate and on April 14 at Georgia Military College. She presented on “Engaging Millennial 
Learners and Learning-Centered Teaching” at Kirkwood College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on May 18 and 
at Wisconsin Lutheran College on May 21. And on May 28 and 31 respectively, Dr. Price presented on
on “Engaging Millennial Learners” at New Manchester High School in Douglasville and at Georgia 
Health Sciences University in Augusta.

Dr Jane Wimmer, Assistant Professor of Social Work, and Dr. Spencer Zeiger,
Dean of the School of Social Work, led a group of 19 on a Cultural and Linguistic 
Immersion trip to Costa Rica May 19 - June 2, 2012. (Image from Dr. Zeiger!)

Dalton State’s newest honor society, Beta Beta Beta, held its inaugural induction for 
School of Sciences students, faculty, and staff on May 8. Faculty and staff inductees 
included, from left: Dr. John Lugthart, Professor of Biology; Ms. Susan Burran, Assistant 
Professor of Biology; Dr. David DesRochers, Assistant Professor of Biology; Dr. Marina 
Smitherman, Assistant Professor of Biology; Dr. Matthew Chenowith, Assistant Professor 
of Biology; Ms. Amanda Smith, Lab Coordinator, Chemistry; Dr. Kerry Dunbar, 
Professor of Biology; Dr. Gina Kertulis-Tartar, Chair, Department of Natural Sciences 
and Associate Professor of Biology; Ms. Kirsten Andrews, Lab Coordinator, Natural 
Sciences; and Dr. Richard Collison, Associate Professor of Chemistry.

Dalton State Welcomes Tri-Beta Honor Society
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Something for summer:

Register now for ‘Writing Family Stories’ 
Dalton State and the Community Foundation of Northwest Georgia are partnering to 
offer a series of free workshops–Writing Family Stories–for writers of all skill levels. 
Sessions will be held on Thursday evenings June 7 and 14 and July 19 from 6 to 
8 pm, and the final session will be held on Saturday, July 28, from 9 am to 1 pm, 
all in room 105 of the Brown Center. Local freelance writer and memoirist, Amber 
Lanier Nagle, will facilitate the four-session workshop. Agendas are posted online 
at www.CommunityFoundationNWGA.org. Participants are encouraged to attend all 
sessions, but each session will stand alone. Space is limited; call the Community 
Foundation Office at 706.275.9117 for information or to reserve a space.  

Dalton State Foundation Summer Science Camps for Kids (Ages 7 to 10)
A few spaces remain in World of Science (Session A: June 11-15; Session B: June 
18-22) and Stream Stomp (July 10 and 12). Contact Rebecca Dempsey at 4473 or 
rdempsey for additional information or to sign-up.

          Dalton State/Derek Waugh Roadrunner Basketball Camp
Dalton State and the Dalton Parks and Recreation Department will hold a summer 
basketball camp July 16-20 for boys and girls, ages 6-12, of all skill levels. The 
camp will run from 9 am to 3 pm daily at City Park Elementary School in Dalton. 
Campers must bring a sack lunch; drinks will be provided. Each camper will receive 
a DS Roadrunner T-shirt. Cost: $100. For info or to register, contact Derek Waugh 
at dwaugh.

Photo Album: Spring 2012 Commencement

TRANSITIONS

Farewell to

Benjamin Artz 
Stephen LeMay

John Trussel
School of Business 

Susan Kennedy
School of Education 

  
 Albert Copeland, Jr.

Paul Fonstad
School of Science 
and Mathematics

Tammi Werner
Student Life

Katherine Browne
Academic Resources


