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College 
Nurtures 
Community’s 
Cultural 
and 
Intellectual 
Growth

While the primary mission of Dalton 
State College is the education of our 
students, it is our outreach activities that 
bind us to the community.

We demonstrate outreach in many ways, 
all of which connect us to our Greater 
Dalton neighbors. For instance, we 
open the Roberts Library to the public, 
contributing significantly to the resources 
available for research, scholarship, and 
recreational reading. Our students 
participate in civic engagement projects, 
volunteering their time and energy for 
the benefit of others. Faculty and staff 
are actively involved in the work of the 
Archway Partnership, working to 
develop creative solutions to identified 
community needs. 

Perhaps the most visible outreach of the 
college is the ever-expanding array of 
cultural programs that we make available 
to the community, most of them free 
of charge.

This fall we have offered a variety of 
cultural programs designed to enlighten 
the mind, expand the imagination, and 
sometimes just entertain. Hundreds of 
local residents have come to campus to 
hear our faculty as well as outside artists 
and speakers. 

Collectively these programs enrich the 
cultural and intellectual life of our town 
and elevate the level of dialogue and dis-
course in our community. Consider the 
topics covered in lectures and lunch and 
learn programs: politics, immigration, 
civil discourse, and mass media.

 (Continued on page 2)

Dalton State’s School of Education named Distinguished Program in Teacher Education 

At the Georgia Association of Teacher Educators annual meeting in Atlanta in November, Dalton 
State’s School of Education was named Distinguished Program in Teacher Education for 2012-13. 
The annual award is made “to recognize and honor outstanding teacher education programs which 
exemplify excellence in program development and administration,” said Dr. Julie Dangel, Awards 
Chair for GATE. Of the Dalton State program she said, “Your program adds quality to teacher 
education in our state and reflects the quality of programs that GATE wishes to highlight.”

“We are ecstatic about the award,” said Dalton State President Dr. John O. Schwenn. “This is testimony 
to our students who become teachers and to our outstanding faculty. They truly change lives.” 

Dr. Cal Meyer, Dean of the School of Education, explained that programs are judged based on mis-
sion and philosophy, a structure that equips education students in areas of both content and pedagogy, 
a sound assessment system to ensure quality, and field experiences with local school systems that are 
mutually beneficial. 

“This award speaks clearly to the fact teachers graduating from Dalton State are master teachers and will 
positively impact the lives of children and students wherever they teach,” said Dr. Meyer. 

        On November 15 in a ceremony at the National Press
        Club in Washington, D.C, Professor of Psychology  
        Dr. Christy Price was named U.S. Professor of the Year  
        for Baccalaureate Colleges by the Carnegie Foundation 
        for the Advancement of Teaching and the Council for 
        Advancement and Support of Education.

“Christy is an outstanding and well-respected faculty member who has brought honor and distinction 
to our College and community,” said Dr. John O. Schwenn, President of Dalton State. “We are very 
proud of what she has accomplished. She has not only made a positive impact on the lives of students, 
but she has made other faculty members think about the way they teach and how students learn.” 

This is just the latest in a string of honors Dr. Price has received for innovative teaching techniques and 
research. Beyond teaching and her service to Dalton State, Dr. Price maintains an impressive program 
of professional development and applied research and is a highly-sought speaker. She has been a keynote 
speaker on more than 20 occasions and has presented on student motivation and learning-centered 
teaching at more than 50 colleges, universities, and schools in the U.S. and Canada. 

In accepting the award, Dr. Price thanked her family and members of the Dalton State community. 
“This award really belongs to my colleagues. I have been so inspired by the recent revolution in 
learning-centered teaching among our faculty, and I need to thank Dr. Sandra Stone our Vice President 
of Academic Affairs and my nominator as the catalyst for that movement. I am also so thankful to have 
had the pleasure of working with such wonderful students over my career. They inspire me daily.”
To watch Dr. Price’s speech: www.youtube.com/watch?v=XngEA391Geg n 



CAMPUS WATCH
Please submit professional news for the January issue, after the fact, by January 3.

Items received after that date will be held for the next issue. Thank you.

A newsletter for Dalton State College faculty and staff   l   Nov-Dec 2012   l   Page 2

Quille
In a pair of programs on campus 
and in town on November 13, Dr.
Larry Johnson, Interim Dean of 
the School of Business, moderated 
a program in which local business 
leaders examined the local economy,  
and the School hosted an entrepre-
neurial resource rally, welcoming
Michael Chriszt of the Federal 
Reserve Bank who presented an 
economic outlook with a focus on 
the housing industry.

Film producer Jesus Nebot screened 
his thought-provoking documen-
tary “No Turning Back” and led a 
dialogue on humanitarian solutions 
to illegal immigration the following 
night, and “Friday Night Lights” 
author and sports columnist Buzz 
Bissinger pushed us to reconsider 
the wisdom of college football in a 
program held on campus and hosted 
by the Fine Arts and Lecture Series.
 
Dr. Kris Barton invited students to 
eulogize him for a “Last Lecture” in 
which he made a compelling case on 
the value of mass media to our cul-
ture, and mentalist/illusionist Wayne 
Hoffman delighted his audience with 
mind-reading, magic, and humor.

Four times this semester we have 
spotlighted nature, three times in 
programs on the College’s beautiful
trail system that wends up Dug Gap 
Mountain and which is open for 
campus and community alike.  

We have hosted piano, trumpet, 
violin, and choral recitals. And 
November 15-17, Dalton State was
the stage for the world premiere of 
the original Southern melodrama 
Muscadine Wine written by our own 
Dr. Nancy Mason and performed 
by Dalton State students in perfor-
mances November 15-17.

College Nurtures...
 (Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 4)

     October 12-14 students from Dalton State’s Licensed  
     Practical Nursing program served as volunteers for the  
     2012 Fall Games of Special Olympics Georgia which were
     held in Dalton. Over 1300 Special Olympics athletes, 200
     volunteers, and 500 coaches participated in the event.
     LPN students pictured are, from left, front row: Yesenia 
     Candedo, Yulivet Perez, and Abigail Harrison; and back
     row: Amanda Green, Sheena Baker, Breann Smith (from
     North Georgia College), Nicole Sheram and  Natalie 
     Bartley. Also participating but not pictured were Dalton 
State LPN students:  Michele Parker, Tanya Newton, Becca Gunn, Christy Ross, Phoebe Ellis, Margarita 
Jacobo, Leslie Palmer, Sonia Ayala, Megan Hutchings, Olivia Presley, Tiffany Brendel, Angel Campbell, 
Alyssa Earnest, Mandy Hughett, Ashley Joyce, Beth Land, Gina Metellus, Mayra Salazar, Cyndi Sexton, 
Tonya Stone, and Ms. Lisa Hunt, LPN Instructor. Following the event, Dalton State students were 
commended by Ellen Holland, medical volunteer for the Games Medical Management Team, for their 
“professionalism and superior knowledge base, and were recognized for doing “an amazing job and taking 
advantage of the opportunity” to connect with the athletes.  

In November, Dalton State’s Adult Education program was recognized by the Technical College System 
of Georgia for: 1) Exceeding FY 2012 Educational Gain Benchmarks for adult basic education and adult 
secondary education student completions, and 2) Small adult education program (1200 students) utiliz-
ing the largest number of volunteers. Ms. Beverly Smith, Assistant Commissioner of Adult Education for 
TCSG, and Mr. Bobby Creech, Director of Adult Education Instruction for TCSG, presented the 
College’s awards to Ms. Sherry Riley, Director of Adult Education for Dalton State, during TCSG’s Fall 
Adult Education Conference in Atlanta.

Four faculty from the Department of Humanities presented papers at the annual conference of the 
Popular Culture Association of the South in Nashville, Tennessee, September 27 and 28: Associate Profes-
sor Communication Dr. Kris Barton, “Chuck Versus the Advertiser: How Fan Activism and Footlong 
Subway Sandwiches Saved a Television Series;” Assistant Professor of English and Writing Lab Coordinator 
Ms. Leslie Collins, “More Than a Match: Media in the Trials for Bigger Thomas and O.J. Simpson;” Dr. 
Assistant Professor of English Dr. Jonathan Lampley, “A Cult Movie in Search of an Audience: The 25th 
Anniversary of Alex Cox’s Walker (1987);” and Assistant Professor of English Dr. Natalie Trice, “Interior 
Therapy as Cathartic Experience.”

Dr. Henry Codjoe, Director of Institutional Research, served as a member of the SACS On-Site Reaffir-
mation Committee (Institutional Effectiveness Evaluator) for Santa Fe College, Gainesville, Florida,
October 29-30. 

Mr. Steven Kelly Correll, Part-Time Instructor in Technical Studies, and Carol J. Gavagan, Associate 
Professor of Computer Networking and Service Technology, recently completed a CISCO Instructor 
Certification program for “Network Fundamentals.” This certification, which involves a series of written 
exams, a final exam, and a final practical exam, is the first in a series of four certifications required for full 
certification as a Certified Cisco Network Associate (CCNA) instructor.

(Continued on page 3)

NEWS FLASH – Traci Bramlett, Assistant Professor of Nursing, won the College’s 1st annual 
Chili-Cookoff on December 7 by a margin of one vote with her recipe for Furlough Chili.

Traci won a $50 gift certificate to the Dalton Depot courtesy of the Department of Athletics.



CAMPUS WATCH (continued from page 2)
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Dr. Jenny Crisp, Assistant Professor of English and QEP Director, has gotten funding for a grant from The 
Tillotson-Menlo Charitable Foundation. The grant for $8,820 will fund adult education and family literacy 
classes provided by the Chattooga County Literacy Council. The Council’s program provides adult basic 
education and GED classes for parents, age-appropriate classes for their children, and joint classes to help 
parents become their young children’s first teachers. Also, the grant funds the Council’s Dictionary Project, 
which supplies a children’s dictionary to every third grade student in Chattooga County each year. Dr. Crisp 
serves as in-house grant writer and president of the council’s board of directors. 

“Long-Term Persistence of Hawaii’s Endangerd Avifauna through Conservation Reliant Management” by 
Assistant Professor of Biology Dr. David DesRochers was published in the October issue of BioScience, a 
publication of the American Institute of Biological Sciences. Co-authors with Dr. DesRochers are J. Michael 
Reed, Tufts University; Eric A. VanderWerf, Pacific Rim Conservation; and J. Michael Scott, University of 
Idaho–Moscow. In the article, they explore the issue of bird species endangerment in Hawaii due to a suite 
of ecological factors such as habitat loss and alteration, exotic wildlife disease, and introduced predators and 
argue that small-scale recovery might be possible for species with continued management efforts. Anyone 
interested in learning more about the research may contact Dr. DesRochers at ddesrochers or 2165.

Jami Hall, Director of Student Life, Donna Lee Sullins, Associate Director of Student Life, and Dr. Gina 
Kertulis-Tartar, Chair of Natural Sciences, co-presented in October at the Emory Student Affairs 
Assessment Conference in Atlanta. Their presentation, “Campus Collaborations for Successful Practical 
Applications of CAS Self-Assessment Guides” spoke to the success of a two-year voluntary self-assessment 
the Office of Student Life conducted through the Council for the Advancement of Standards in Higher
Education through the use of a campus assessment team consisting of Science, Technology and Math faculty, 
Liberal Arts faculty, OCIS staff, Business Services staff, Office Student Life staff, and several students

Dr. Marilyn Helms, Sesquicentennial Chair and Professor of Management, spoke to the Dalton Kiwanis 
club on “Doing Business in Peru” on November 26 and to the Chattanooga Chapter of the American 
Society of Women Accountants at the Chattanoogan Hotel on “Ease of Doing Business in Peru” on 
November 27.

Dean of External Programs, Dr. Charles Johnson, authored a review of the book Meeting the Ethical 
Challenges of Leadership: Casting Light or Shadow (4th ed.) by Craig E. Johnson for the fall 2012 issue 
of Organization Management Journal, the Official Journal of the Eastern Academy of Management. The 
review is the focus of discussion in another article in the same issue entitled “Reviews & Research of Note: 
Ethical Leadership,” by Devi Akella, Co-editor.

In response to a reporter’s request for feedback about the film To Kill a Mockingbird, Dr. Jonathan Lampley, 
Assistant Professor of English, is quoted in the November 30 edition of the Chattanooga Times-Free Press.

On November 9-11 Dr. Lorena Sins, Associate Professor of English, attended the South Atlantic 
Modern Language Association 84th Annual Conference in Research Triangle, North Carolina. While 
at the conference, she presented a paper titled “Travel as a Means of Self-Discovery in the Middle English 
Breton Lay “Sir Degare.”

    Dr. Sarah Anne  
    Shope, Part-
    time Instructor
    in English at
    Dalton State’s 
    Gilmer County
    Center, has 
    announced 
    publication of 
her book, Global TESOL, Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other 
Languages: An Orientation Guide, 
released by Globalalis Trendek 
on October 26, 2012, and avail-
able through Barnes & Noble and 
Amazon.

In addition to teaching English 
Composition and World Literature 
classes at the Gilmer Center, Dr. 
Shope teaches classes Reinhardt and 
UGA. Her numerous publications 
include literary short stories, essays, 
and poetry. 

Hot off the presses...

n 

http://www.daltonstate.edu/news/articles/2012.11.12_Report-Names-Dalton-State-Low-Debt-School.html

Dr. Marsha 
Mathews, Associate 
Professor of English, 
has announced 
publication of a 
new book of poetry, 
Hallelujah Voices. 
The book contains 
a collection of 
narrative poems that 
tell stories in the voices of church-
going folks from Southern 
Appalachia–people Mathews 
knew or could have known during 
her own time as a“lady pastor”
in southwest Virginia during 
the 90s.

In addition, on October 29 
Dr. Mathews gave a 30-minute 
poetry reading titled “Funny & 
Otherwise” and signed books
during a reception sponsored by
the Dalton State Bookstore.

n 

Dalton State Named a Low-Debt School 
by  The Institute for College Access and Success
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Calendar: December 13 – January 8

To have College-sponsored events posted to the online Campus Calendar or included in the 
Bulletin Board or eQuill, email lmassey or call 4587.

Fall 2012 LPN Pinning Ceremony
Thursday, Dec. 13, 10 am, Goodroe, info Janeen Harper, 2658 or jharper 

Need to Know Info for Fall Semester 2012 Commencement 
Friday, Dec. 14, Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention

8:30 to 11 am – Graduation practice: Line up and run through mandatory for students  
  planning to participate in the ceremony, info 4436

6:00 pm –  Graduation line up for students, info 4436 

6:15 pm –  Graduation line up for faculty, participants expected by 6:15 pm,
  info Deby West at dwest or 4420

7 pm –   Graduation – Congratulations graduates!

An invitation for all faculty and staff:
President Schwenn and Vice Presidents Bailey, Johnson, and Stone invite you and your 
partner/spouse/friend to an end-of-the-semester celebration in Pope Student Center 
after graduation, around 8:30 pm, next Friday evening, December 14. There will be a live 
band, courtesy of Sherry Riley’s husband, snack foods, and a mixture of soft drinks and 
adult beverages. Join us as we come together to celebrate our various accomplishments!

December Holidays – Campus Closed:
Winter break:    Monday through Friday, Dec. 24 - 28
Mandatory Annual Leave:  Monday, Dec. 31
New Year’s Day:   Tuesday, January 1

Looking Ahead to Spring Semester:
Registration –    Friday, Jan. 4 – Registration
1st day A & B session classes – Monday, Jan. 7 
Late registration –   Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 7 and 8

Our opportunities to “reach across 
the interstate” will be even greater 
next year when we launch inter-
collegiate athletics and invite the 
community to come cheer 
Roadrunner athletes in basketball, 
volleyball, golf, tennis, cross 
country, and competitive cheer. 

Learn more about spring programs
by clicking on the Campus Calendar 
tab on the College homepage, 
www.daltonstate.edu

College Nurtures...
(Continued from page 2)

n 

TRANSITIONS

Welcome to:

Michel Bates
Tennis Coach

Brandon Carter
Public Safety

Bruna Langner
Volley Ball Coach

Robyn Newell
Competitive Cheer Coach

Kera Polchek
 Fiscal Affairs

Farewell to:
Paul Booth

Public Safety

And farewell to retirees:
Billy Gee

Public Safety
Karen Hemphill 
Adult Education

Linda LaChapelle
Technical Studies

Billie Precise
Nursing

David Pritchett
Public Safety

Martha Robertson
 Adult Education
Cordia Starling

Nursing
Mary Taylor

Nursing
for their faithful years 

of service.

Staff and students
gathered on the 
College’s front lawn  
on November 29
to decorate a 
Christmas tree, 
light Hanukkah
and Unity candles, 
and listen to 
presentations 
about seasonal
celebrations.
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Rewind... 

Make the “right” turn!

     With over 50 workshops, announcements, community service activities, recognitions, lectures, presentations, receptions,  
     concerts, a play, music events, and a ground breaking, if you thought you had been especially busy this semester–you were! 

Even rain didn’t dampen spirits when the College broke ground on November 12 for its first new academic building in over a decade. Pictured “beginning 
the work,” are, from left: Doug Davidson, President & CEO, New South Construction; Dr. John Schwenn, President, Dalton State; Dr. Randall Griffus, 
Dean, School of Science, Technology, and Mathematics; Regent Jim Jolly, University System of Georgia; Dr. Sandra Stone, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, Samson Oyegunte, Program Manager, University System of Georgia; Meagan Beasinger, GeorgiaState Finance and Investment Commission; 
Charlie Bethel, State Senator; Roger Williams, Georgia State Representative; David Pennington, Mayor, City of Dalton; Gordon Morehouse, Whitfield 
County Commissioner; Tony Aech, Lord Aech & Sargent; Scott Bailey, Vice President for Fiscal Affairs, and Gregg Sims, Sims Architecture. 

 Above and left:
On October 1,

students from the 
College’s Registered
Nursing Program 

provided vision
screenings for

students at Blue
Ridge Elementary
School in Dalton.

Pictured far right is
Robin Roe, Associate 

Professsor of Nursing.

Author Buzz Bissinger signed 
books after speaking to Dr. Kris 
Barton’s students on October 4.

Pictured above left, Rita Fordham, Director of the Dalton Junior 
Cotillion, provided instruction for students in the School of Business 
about how to handle a variety of social situations, including business 
lunches and dinners. Following the presentation, the students were 
treated to a practice meal during which they interacted with Ms. 
Fordham and School of Business faculty in order to reinforcement
what they had learned from the presentation. The event took place 
on November 7 at The Farm in Dalton. 
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Rewind... (continued)

Amber Lesicko, Coordinator for Leadership and Engagement, signs a student in 
for the College’s annual Box-a-Thon on October 19. The event is designed to 
promote awareness and service on the part of the homeless. Students who 
participated built shelters out of cardboard boxes, completed service projects, and 
spent the night in their shelters on bell tower quad.

Students from the Dalton High School 
ROTC unit performed a flag raising 
ceremony for Dalton State students, 
faculty, and staff on the front lawn on 
Veterans Day, November 11.

“Dealing with Difficult Student 
Behavior” was the topic of one of 
several workshops sponsored by the
Center for Academic Excellence 
during the semester. Pictured is 
Dr. Amy Buddie from Kennesaw 
State University who led the 
October 19 session.

On November 19, a 
reception was held for 
new retirees. Pictured 
in the receiving line
are, from left, Dr. Andy
Meyer, Assistant Dean for 
Academic Affairs, retiree 
Dr. Cordia Starling, 
Dean of the School of 
Nursing, retiree Mary 
Taylor, Associate Professor
of Nursing, and Dr. Larry 
Johnson, Interim Dean of the 
School of Business.

Dr. Baogang Guo, 
Professor of Political 
Science and Director 
of the Center for 
International Education,
served as “Master of 
Ceremonies” for 
International Night on 
November 14. The 
event, sponsored by
CIE, featured a world 
music band and foods
from different cultures, 
and was open to the 
campus community. 

Students rehearse for “Muscadine Wine,” an original play written by Dr. Nancy 
Mason, Assistant Professor of Spanish, and directed by Ms. Jackie Daniels, 
Assistant Professor of Communication/Theatre. The play was performed 
November 15, 16, and 17. 


