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DSC Cheer: it’s about to get loud

            photo by Bob Beavers

DSC signed its first 13 cheerleaders March 1. Pictured are, from top left, Assistant Coach Austin Culp, 
sophomore Andrew Dale, Rage the Roadrunner, junior Manuel Montelongo, Coach Robyn Newell; from 
center left, freshman Jasmine Richardson, sophomore Marci Weeks, incoming freshman Madison Ellis, 
sophomore Tessa Lawson, senior Kandi Adams; from bottom left, incoming freshman Arika Culp, senior 
Kandace Voyles, incoming transfer Kellie Brock, freshman Kristan Skiffen, and sophomore Emily Payne. 

(see Cheer, page 3)

She’s the loud one, that one 
voice you hear above all others at 
sporting events.

He’s the quiet one, the one who 
watches closely and offers advice 
only after thinking carefully about 
how he could help.

Hired just 
last semester, 
Dalton State’s 
new cheer 
c o a c h e s , 
R o b y n 
Newell and 
DSC junior 
Austin Culp, 
are almost 
ready to “lay 
the mats 
out and get 
tumbling,” as 
Culp put it.  

Beginning 
fall 2013, 
two cheer 
s q u a d s — a 
spirit squad 
and a 
competit ive 
squad—will 
be making a 
lot of noise at 
DSC. 

T h e 
squads will 
have different 
u n i f o r m s 
and different 
purposes. The 
spirit squad 
will act as 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
cheerleaders 
at sporting 
events, while the competition 
squad will attend some basketball 
games but focus on competing at 
regional and possibly even national 
cheer meets.

Athletic Director Derek 
Waugh explained that, as part 
of the Universal Cheerleading 
Association, the competitive squad 
will compete against members of 
“all sorts of different conferences.”

In the not too distant future, 
Dalton State may just go up against 
Alabama, Tennessee, and other 
Division I powerhouses.

Newell said she’s “ecstatic” 
about the possibility.

She also explained that, despite 
their different purposes, both 
squads will have the same broader 
mission: “to welcome all athletes 
to DSC and support the school as 
a whole.”

Newell and Culp kicked off 
their search for spirit Dec. 7-8 at 
a clinic held at Guild Gymnastics, 

an extension of Dalton’s Creative 
Arts Guild.

 Newell called the clinic “very 
successful,” adding that more than 
40 hopefuls came from as far away 
as Auburn, Al., and Valdosta, Ga., 
to try out.

Less than three months later, at 
Dalton State’s first cheer signing, 
the first 13 recruits signed letters 
of intent to either attend or return 
to DSC as cheerleaders. 

Among them are nine current 
DSC students: senior Kandi 
Adams, sophomore Andrew Dale, 
sophomore Tessa Lawson, junior 
Manuel Montelongo, sophomore 
Emily Payne, freshman Jasmine 

Richardson, freshman Kristan 
Skiffen, senior Kandace Voyles, 
and sophomore Marci Weeks.

Two of the original 13 signees 
are incoming freshmen—Dalton 
High’s Madison Ellis and Gordon-
Lee’s Arika Culp—and one, 
Kellie Brock, is transferring from 
Kennesaw State. 

The name of one recruit will 
remain anonymous, but everyone 
knows his alter ego—Rage, the 
DSC mascot.

Newell complimented the 
Office of Student Life on the 
“great job” they did giving birth to 
Rage but said that it’s time for him 
to move into his new home, DSC 
Athletics.

A third incoming freshman, 
Armuchee High’s Rachel Lockhart, 
signed April 5.

Next come open tryouts for the 
28 remaining slots. Waugh said he 
expects more than 50 and maybe 
even as many as 100 to try out.

The process will take place 

at ChristChurch Presbyterian on 
Tibbs Road and begin with two 
mandatory clinics, the first at 5 
p.m. April 25, the second at the 
same time April 26.

The true test of the cheerleaders’ 
abilities will come at 9 a.m. April 
27, when the tryouts themselves 
take place. Only then will coaches 

and judges 
d e t e r m i n e 
w h i c h 
s t u d e n t -
athletes will 
earn spots 
on which 
squads.  

L a w s o n 
a n d 
Montelongo 
said they 
want to be 
part of both 
squads but 
will be happy 
with either. 

B o t h 
said they’re 
proud to be 
part of DSC 
Athletics and 
excited about 
working with 
its staff.

W a u g h 
“is always 
interested in 
what’s new 
with us,” 
Lawson said. 
“And Coach 
Newell can 
be so funny 
at times, 
but when it 
comes time 

to be productive, she is ready to 
put DSC on the map.”

The cheer program is also 
looking for more than cheerleaders. 
Newell said DSC needs a fight 
song “to represent the hard work 
and tough nature of the athletes 
and their school.”

Searching for fight songs 
may be beyond the purview of 
most college coaches, but Newell 
described herself as unusually 
“hands-on.” 

She said she enjoys speaking 
to prospective student-athletes and 



2  The Roadrunner  /  May 2013

Twelfth Night: “Louder, faster, bigger”
by Josh Bates
staff writer

  Antonio (freshman Josh Boling) squares off against Sir Toby Belch (senior Josh Beard) as Sir Andrew (Dr. Clint Kinkead) looks on.

staff photo by Stephanie Dillard

“The pacing is fast, the situation outrageous, the 
obstacles seemingly insurmountable, and the comedy 
nonstop.”

           -- Jackie Daniels, director

The DSC mainstage came alive with warmth, 
color, and laughter as Shakespeare’s comedy 
Twelfth Night burst into Goodroe Auditorium 
April 18-21.

Twelfth Night was the third production of 
THEA 2100, Play Development, and the first 
to feature faculty and staff acting alongside 
students.

D i r e c t o r 
Jackie Daniels, 
a s s i s t a n t 
professor of 
communication 
and theater 
arts, said she 
wanted to stage 
something more 
comedic than 
her two previous 
p r o d u c t i o n s , 
The Arabian 
Nights and Muscadine Wine, and Twelfth Night 
was definitely that, complete with mistaken 
identities, onstage pranks, and uproarious 
wordplay.

The play begins with Viola (freshman Alyssa 
Stromley) mistakenly believing her brother 
Sebastian (freshman Sean Self) had died in the 
shipwreck that left her on the island of Illyria.

Disguising herself as a boy named Cesario, 
Viola enters the services of Orsino, Duke of 
Illyria (senior Philip Sudbury). 

Orsino pursues the affections of the rich 
Countess Olivia (sophomore Katherine Fromm), 
who is mourning the recent loss of her brother. 
Orsino charges Cesario—Viola in disguise—

with expressing his love for Olivia.
Viola/Cesario dutifully carries out the 

orders, despite the fact that she has secretly 
fallen in love with Orsino. In a further 
twist, Olivia falls in love with Cesario upon 
meeting the disguised messenger.

What follows is a delightful display of 
comedic events and outrageous situations as 
the audience meets Feste the Fool (sophomore 

Scott Reese), Sir Toby Belch (senior Josh 
Beard), and Sir Andrew (Assistant Professor 
of Communication Clint Kinkead). 

Amusement abounds as Olivia’s drunken 
cousin Sir Toby convinces the dim-witted Sir 
Andrew into pursuing Olivia. 

The laughter continues when Feste, 
Maria (Library Assistant Laurie Raper), 
and Fabian (Assistant Professor of Spanish 
Nancy Mason) manipulate Olivia’s servant 
Malvolio (freshman Gabriel Alvarado) into 
believing that Olivia loves him.

Many of the comic highlights stem from 
their manipulation, as Malvolio comes to 
believe that Olivia has encouraged him. 

The famous lines “Some are born great, 
some achieve greatness, and some have 
greatness thrust upon ‘em” are repeated later to 
mock him, the audience laughing each time as 
different speakers accent the final verb with a 
pelvic thrust.

Gaining speed in the story’s mounting 
confusion, Sebastian enters the story alongside 
his rescuer, the pirate Antonio (freshman 

Josh Boling). 
Sebastian is 
mistaken for 
Cesario and 
married to 
Olivia by the 
Priest (Assistant 
Professor of 
Communication 
Jerry Drye), 
while the Officer 
( s o p h o m o r e 
Ashley Yother) 
arrests Antonio.

The ending, though, should not be spoiled. 
You’ll have to read or watch Twelfth Night on 
your own to see how Shakespeare resolves this 
complex and hilarious story. 

Daniels said another director once told her 
that some plays should be “Louder, faster, 
bigger.” In staging Twelfth Night, Daniels, the 
cast, and the crew definitely delivered all three.

Props and costumes were visually stimulating 
and aided greatly in creating Shakespeare’s 
Illyria. The painted ocean waters and burnt-
orange sun provided an appealing backdrop, 
while the vibrant, oceanic hues of the costumes 

(see Twelfth Night, page 3)
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ROADKILL
Why is it 20 degrees hotter on the north end 
than the south end of Liberal Arts? 

Attention, DSC cafeteria: breakfast for col-
lege students doesn’t end at 10 a.m.

How about some DSC camo hoodies? I’m 
a deer hunter, people, and I don’t like to be 
cold!

Classmates: it’s really hard to interact with 
you if headphones impair your hearing.

Hey, dude jogging around campus: don’t you 
own a shirt?

Campus Police: why does backing into a 
parking space warrant a ticket? On the day I 
did it, my battery was nearly dead. I was just 
trying to save you a little trouble giving me a 
jump since you’re the ones I was going to call.

To the student in my English classes who has 
read every book and watched every movie 13 
times: shut up! Nobody cares!

In just a few short months, I hope to see 
DSC’s opponents in basketball listed here as 
roadkill.

Students: if you have laryngitis, don’t come 
to class and try to talk with your hands. You 
don’t know sign language, and we can’t un-
derstand you.

We’ve got couches, we’ve got big-screen TVs, 
and we’ve got Magic the Gathering. Isn’t it 
time for a pool table or two?

To the really loud girl at the top of the stairs 
in Liberal Arts last week: if your antibiotic 
isn’t working, don’t you think your boyfriend 
should get tested?

To my elderly English 1101 professor: preach-
ing about how lost my generation is doesn’t 
constitute a lecture.

Who in their right mind decided to buy so 
many more elliptical machines than tread-
mills? I don’t enjoy pretending to ski to get 
my cardio up, and judging from the lines be-
hind the treadmills, nobody else does, either.

How can I play volleyball if the sand is al-
ways full of rocks and pieces of wood?

To the idiots who jaywalk four feet away from 
the officer in the crosswalk stopping traffic: 
the look he’s giving you isn’t one of contempt. 
He’s hoping to find some kind of fulfillment 
in watching you get run over.

I realize that the number of people using Wi-
Fi here slows it down, but because of that, 
shouldn’t someone strengthen the signal?

Why is it that, when a group from one of my 
classes went to the library to work on a proj-
ect, most of the group rooms were occupied 
by a single person?

This school needs a dress code, and personal 
hygiene should somehow be mandated.

Cheer
(continued from page 1)

being involved in the community as well.
Waugh agreed. “Considering the amount of 

work and enthusiasm that Robyn puts into her 
position, I can tell you she is already better than 
a lot of Division I cheer coaches out there, and 
her college career is just beginning.”  

Culp, who shares Newell’s enthusiasm, 
teaches a class at the Creative Arts Guild and 
said he wants to bring “high-level tumbling and 
high-level gymnastics [skills]” to DSC Cheer.

He said he’s willing to “provide the 
opportunity for any athlete to improve his or her 
cheering and tumbling.” 

To do exactly that, Culp three years ago 
founded Oakwood Tumbling, a venture he 
described as “essential to my personal growth as 
a coach and critical to the establishment of my 
coaching reputation in the area.”

He and Newell, who occasionally teaches 
classes alongside him, believe that being 
involved in the Creative Arts Guild and Oakwood 

Tumbling will be a great way to get established 
in the community.

“We are here to impact the community as well 
as the college,” Newell said—though “school 
comes first and community second.”

DSC’s new cheer coaches are “willing to help 
in every direction, with every sport, and every 
student,” Newell said, and they hope to prove 
themselves a perfect fit at DSC.

 As Waugh put it, “they’re both incredibly 
enthusiastic. Both really know what they’re 
doing, and they do a great job of selling the 
program.”

Both are proud to be new staff members at 
DSC. “The respect and generosity have been 
welcoming,” Newell said. DSC President John 
O. Schwenn “has made it feel like home, and all 
the faculty have made us feel very welcome.

“The welcome that we have received has 
represented what Dalton State College is really 
about . . . success and moving to the next level.”

Twelfth Night
(continued from page 2)
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Interested in writing a guest 
column? Have an opinion you’d 
like to express in an editorial 
or an entry in ROADKILL? 
E-mail us at roadrunnernews@
daltonstate.edu.

colored performers richly, enhancing their 
portrayal as islanders.
 Cast members used the auditorium’s space 
more freely than in previous productions, 
engaging the audience both onstage and offstage, 
running through the aisles and interacting with 
viewers. 
 Performers relied heavily on body language, 
bringing more physicality to the performances 
than in past productions, to help the audience 
interpret Shakespeare’s 400-year-old lines. 
 The entire cast turned in great performances. 
Reese, playing Feste, even serenaded the cast 
and audience with a few a capella numbers. 
 Most notable were the Dalton State stage 
debuts of Sudbury, Fromm, and Kinkead. 
Sudbury and Fromm displayed cool confidence 
as they engaged the Elizabethan dialogue, while 

Kinkead seized the audience’s attention with 
assurance as he loped, jumped, ran around, and 
hollered his comedic lines.
 Other credits include Yother as assistant 
director, Raper and Amanda Voyles as costume 
designers and seamstresses, and the THEA 2100 
students who designed and built the set: Clay 
Pettigrew, Valerie Childers, Edith Sanchez, 
Jessica Binkerd, Robert Curtin, Haley Fenley, 
Raven Hix, and Karina Paniagua.
 The play ended with the cast singing, “that’s 
all one, our play is done, and we’ll strive to 
please you every day.” Twelfth Night was indeed 
a pleasure.
 To get involved in future DSC theater 
productions, sign up for THEA 2100 (CRN 
80140) or e-mail Jackie Daniels at jldaniels@
daltonstate.edu.

HELP US FILL THIS SPACE
(AND MUCH BIGGER ONES)

NEXT SEMESTER
If you’re interested in writing, photography, or even cartooning, sign up for English 1111, 
Student Newspaper Practicum (CRN 80096). For more information or a sample syllabus, 
e-mail Dr. Keith Perry at kperry@daltonstate.edu.


